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L" and its successo2a, whereiu
rfrayed the character and mani-

the middling and Iower erders
*land. In this field hie wue a
ir. Aithougli Sir Walter Seott
r followed hlm, the authior of
averisys must take second place
; regard. Beesuse of hie power
;ervation, bis attention to de-

and trick of resemblance,
Galt lias been aptly called the
;h Defoe. And flot. on/y lui
of literary style ie the corre-
,noe brue. Like tbe author of
?on Criiqe, Galt's lasting repu-
lies between the covers. ci one
" The Aunals o! the Paris/i."
Defe and Gait were bustling
as meni, w/rn were interested in
~ds of projects, and who, while
sing abundance o! push and
ýY, were ln the main unfer-
* Bot/i failed in business and
o writlng as a secondary Pur,
If lhe could reviqit the earth,
wou/d probably be very mue/i

>cd that qcsrcely an yonie re-
ýrs his busy and adventurous
le connectiori with King Wil-
r Oranige, his, diplomatie mission

,td, and his rest/eýs labours
oltcal journaliat. What ha
-rda intaneely important i

Drotnby the mass of nian-
whast ha aonslclered to be a mare
Sliterary amusement of his

B, basimmoaised his usyne.
ý,'a mbition ln life was te
ngs in the big world of mePn;

were mre to hlm t/ian. boocks,
asonly becauue bad for-
.,ed hi, public efforts s a
flmnin Groaca, ln London,

hsconnction 1 %ththe Canada

li liig ober, serious,

ing prophecy: "But wheu iny nu-
merous books are forgotten, I sasI
be remaembered. I contrivedl the Can-
ada Company and wl hereafter be
spoken of among the aras of a nation
destined te, greatuess." The propbecy
h'as in one respect beau amp/y fui-
fil/ad; Guelphi, Gedericli, sud Gs/b,
three fiourishing communitiee in On-
tarie, Canada, perpetuste hie passion
fort deede, but to-day it le questionable
whether a hundred people lu this
Province, which owes se, mue/i to his
endeavours, know aven the barest de-
tsils of hie life. It is a/se true that
on/y the curious student reade hie
noveis te-day, for Gait wrote no
defert ilasd romance for boys, but
we beleva that such bocks as "The
Annels," "'The Provost," and "The
Entail" wlI yet be resurrert-ed and
widely read. The Scottiali Defe bas
almoe.t as3 worthy a dlaim ou the ra-
membranees cf posterity as his Eng-
liéh namesake.

John Gait, was boru at Irvine, in
Ayrshir*e, May 2, 1779. Fise father
wase aptain cf a vessel that traded
witbi the West Indieg, aud the family,
after Ga/t's tenth year, tir)u their
permanent recidence in the p'ort ef
Greenoek. Gs/t was a deleste ch/Md
aud therefore did int get mnueh reg-
uilar sphoo/ingy as a boy. Ile becama
an inveterate reader, howoer, and
wase neyer tired listeniug te the old
wives' ta/es; cf the neighbour womnen-
Hae picked up net on/y strange idiomeI
fro-m Trvine snd Greannck woman,
but aise au abundant k-tock o! peculs*,
metaphor ansd humours from his
niothar, wbo posesed a rlah gift as
conversationist, epecially in car-
acter-Rketching sud mimicry. No
doubt Gs/t inherited ail hieq power of
observation and s/clU ini language
frora hie mother. His rmilduess and
benignity' of diepositîon hie secuis to
have owed to it; easy, good-natuircd,
sea-captain father. As a youth b.e
was entered ln the mercantile rffic
of Mesr. TRanes Mil/er and Com.
panv, cf Grreeuoekç, where ho gained


