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)l, t et;aù.,d the custis à nc nannrs èp r î e isorne oft t ibesf
Méê. t AM r-ican' ndiansextraced from " Henrys 'Travelsic

hc Indian Tery-tories.
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It is thé cha-aéterstid of ail îgnorant persons to àttemptjby the ad
ufspells an'denchantinènts to.fift up the veil of futu'rity and to seek
to know wiat is in thé womb of time. Among Indians asweU as
others this is practised. Their want of experience ofthe past leads
then to eitertain dotbts coríerning the futute; and instead of taking
the necessary precaùtions, to insure.success, theywvill.be:either dere-r-
redl from; or urged on ta the perf'rmance of anygreat undertakingi ac-
cording .tô the answer they·may receive fromn the, oraclo which.they
consult an the tcasion' E nethe proceedings o? individuails or ihi
lies will be •egulated by this. Ome's and dreamls. are matters o
eculiar'attention w ith theni. Sametimtes after an expensiveprepara

tion has been maie for sne expeditinor yhunting party, and even
fitter they-have pi-ce'ded so far n theirdestined route,an ufavour-

able dream which anc of.them:chanceà ,to have, will upset:the whole
plan and híduce theitoalter the course of thei journey, perhaps to
abandon tire project entir'eiy. Tfhis is the slavery.of superstition in which
the ignorañt 'mma is álways bound, and which is aften witnesset
among nations vha caim the character of being civilized;It is the
sare feelin gwhich inducès the Indians befó e proceedin upon any
undertaking whichi may bë influentiai on thern as a :nation and of'
ivhich the .followving is an oinstance. After athe Frènch -had ceded
Cad ta the Crown of England, sometime elapsed before.the var-
ous Indian nations could be braúght ta acknowledge the.King aof
Britain as their new father; It wias however effected withoat muchl
bloodshed. The accomplishment of this énterprise was intrusted to
Sir William Johnson, and after a part of these Indians hadsasbmitted

ato hdm he made a fcast upon the occasion, and. dispatchcd nessen-
gers to tie rest, sking thein to join dm. The arrivai fi these was oi
cóurse a tr natof grea'imisotanh c among thermore remote tribcs
an ci many cf tham before they ol d consent to enter upon .any ar
rangement, or: give an answer .to Sir Williamn's messenger, hrad re.
course ta their raòles òf the highest class, to. Jearn fron them,,hat

*aould be the resalt of their doing so. This is termed consulting the
Great Turle, and ihich.is done ia thé following manner.

"For invoing and consns ltin the Great Tuile the .,st-thing to
bc dlone was the building of a large house or wigwam, withidy hich
wvas placed a species of tent, fór the use aof the piiestandurception of
tha spirit. Tie tént was formed of nooseskins; hung -roér a frame-

ork of ivood. Five pales, or rather pillars, affive different. spelies aof
Cmberi about ten feet in height, and. eightindhesin dianeter were
set in a ciréle o? about four feet inidianieter' The hôles madie toare-
ceive them were about two feCt deep; andi the pillrsbeing sets tlie
coles were filled up again ith thre eanth which had been dug out.-,
At topfthe p liers wrtre bouird together by a cireular hoo or girdtr

ragmn, r ie nasvet ir ilt*ns* esegr1Sad e
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