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( Erom the German of Ludeig Storeh )

I

the town with hasty strides.

intention of leaping from the bridge into the Main,

bim.

must be oy last. [ assure you, I

Xo saving, the youny man held out hisx hand

panion took it and he then continuned, with & kind of entbu-

siasm: oc Xo be it: arm in arm—and pow et

stwout 3t it is really charming to feel 8 human heart near me
in these last moments, I do net ask what you are, good or

had—come, let ux down.’

The elder of the two, who had at first been in so great a
huery to end hix existence in the waters of the river,

strained the impetuosity of the younger,

o Xtop, ©ir” said he, while hi~' weary eve tried to examine
the featnres of his companion as well as the fickering h"ht ot
the nearest lamp would allow him— Ntop, sir; veu ses
I am afraid
vommitting a rash act 1'(.-\- aman of vour vears, lite must have

my tev youny to leave life in this way,

still bright prospe
* Bright prosped

anend of it

cAnd so young ! Your experictios mus<t ave been very sad
to make you consider all cpeatures which have the human form

a browd of svrp-;nts."

-+ b, ferpenis are noble beings compared with wmen .
fellow the impulses of their patare ; they are no hypoori
bearitng virtge on their lips and 'vice in their hearts”

-1 pity you from my heart: bat there cerisiuly are many

exerptions to this miserable rule ™
1 have found none,” wald the vounyg man.

© Then It may be a consalation, though s poor one,
have found one in this solemnn bour,  However much men ae
wiven to falschood, there are very fow who lie in the honr of
Bat for me. I have never told
a falzeliood in my life, and T would not for anything in the
world enter upon the dark road with a e upon my s o aned
therefore, when 1 tell you that 1 am not & villain, as vouseem
to think me but an honest and opright wman, T am telling yon

death, within sizht of cteenity.

the simple, unvarnished trnth
 Indeed 7—that is interssting,

pumt of leaving it, aud in bis own u»mp:m\
¢ Let my zo alone, and do vou remain hers.

iy

them.”
s Well, the frst one 1 have fonod alrewly .

wish to fezve it

= On, 1 am only a poor old sickly man, unable to varn any-
thinz, and who can endure oo louger that his unly child, an
an;;el of a danghter, should work day and night to maintain

bhim, and «ven ~ometimes to procnee him Inxuries,
allew this logg ger, I must be a tyrant, a barkarian,”
» What, =ir!”

purse

fove, an atfectinnate smile for her father”
fe8ir, andd yon want to commit saicide!

Hike asdawzer ™ jaid the old man sobbinge,

things really are as you repre
tonger have ti work, und vou shall not ~tarv..”

The old man allowed hitself to be dragged along by his
companiot. - Ina few minotes they were seatid at a table in
the tavern, with full glasses befors them, and cuch vxamining

I¥ the featurs of the other,

man began thus .

preferred to mee,

image of her mother,

uid nxeless fellow,

el Boertha”?

THE LEAP FROM THE MAIN BRUCKE.

It wrs past midnight—the lights on the stone-bridge which
crosses the river Main at Frankfort were still burning, though
_the footsteps of passengers had died away for some time on its
pavement—when a yvoung man approached the bridge from
At the same time, another man
sdvanced in years was coming towards him from Sachsen-
hausen, the well-known suburh on the opposite side of the
river. The two had not yet met, when the lIatter turned
from his path, and went towards the parapet, with the evident

The yvoung man followed him quickly, and laid hold of

< S8ir,” said he, ¢ T think you want to drown yourself.”

» You think right, sir : but what is that to you?”

« Nothing at all ; T was only going to ask you to do me the
favour to wait & few mionutes, and allow me to join you,
us draw close to each other, and, arm in arm, take the leap
together, The idea of making the journey with a perfect
stmnger, who has chanced to come for the same parpose, is
really mther interesting,  Indeed, 1T bave not experienced
apything so exciting for some time ; and I should net have
thought that, in my last hour, so pleasant an ecourrence
would happen.  Come, sir, for many vears § have not made s
request to auy human being ; do not refuse me this one, which
do not remember haviog
ever spebt so many words aboat any request whatever.”

—in the widst of rottenness amd decay,
falsvhood and decett, vice and corruption ® Come, fot us make

And =e [ muast meet the
anly bonest man ever I saw in the worbd, whn I am on the

Belicve me,
ar= many govd and honest propl: who could ronder
life: charming for yon. Seek them, and von Are sure to find

But i life
sents itself to von in hues so bright, L am sarprised you

exclaimed the other, almost terrified
have an only danghter acrificing herself for your sake

¥ And with whm pativnce, what sweetness, what love, wihat
TR, see her ~m)~.m" under her toil and her depri-
vation, and m:st a word of complaint escapes from her pallid
lips. She works and starves, and still has always a word of

Are you mad 7
< Dace T anurder that angel ! The thought plerces my heart

Sir, yon muast have a bottle of wine with me:
tavern over vonder,  Come, yon must (el e your history
aud, it you have no nhy-umrx, I will then 1ell you mine,
this much | may say at once—there is no occazion for you to
leap into the river. | am a rich, & very rich man;
nt, your dausghter

sshed and comtorted by the effecta of the wine, the ofd

My historv is soon told. T am a mereantile mmx; but
fortune never favoured e 1 had no money myself,
loved and married & poor girl. T could never begin Business
olt my own aceaunt. | tonk asitnation as book-keeper, which
{ held until T became wseless from A, il vounger men were
This 1y circumstances were alwiys eir-
cumseribed, but ny domestic happiness was complete, 3
wifi: was an angel of love, kindness, and fondoese, good and
pilous, active and affectionats ; and my daughter 12 the true
sut age and illness have brought e
1 the last extramity, aud my conscience revolts. against the
idisas of the best ¢ iuM in thée world saerificing her life for an
I cannot have moch lovtger to Hive
hoge the Lord will pardon me for cntting ol a few days o
weekn trom iy e, s onder 1o preserve o paeolong tht o

“ You aré afortunate man, my friend,” exclaimed the \'oung
man; <1 have never seen a more fortunate one.. What you
call \uur misfortune is sheer nonsense, and can be cured at

once.,  To-morrow I will make my wxll and you shall be the

heir of all my possessions, and to-morrow night 1 will take
the leap from the Main Brucke alone,  But before |leave this
world T must see your Bertha, for' | am anxious to look npon
one who is worthy the name of a huan being.”

4 But, sir, what can have made you so unhappy st this eacly
age?” said the old man, moved with compassion,

» [ believe it was my father's wealth, T am the only son of
one of the richest bankers of Fraokfort ; when 1 mention my

name, yvou will be at ance convineed of the teuth of my nssers

tion, My father died fve years ago, and left me the Leir to
an immense fortune,  From that moement, every one that has
vome in contact with me has endeavonred to deccive and de-
fraud me, 1 wax a ohild in innocence, trusting and confiding ;

my education had not l»evu neglected, and I possessed wy
mother's loving heart. | endeavoured to associate myself in
a union of love and friendship with good and gencrons peopls,
bat 1 found only hypocrites and impostors, whe pretended
friendship for no other pucpose than to partnke of my wéalth,

and enjoy themselves at my expense, My friends, or rather
the villains whom 1 mistook for friends, and to whom 1 opened
wy heart, betmayed wme, and then lnuglied at my simplicity ;
but in thwme | athered experience, and my heart was titled with
distrust. I was betrothed to a rich heiress, possessed of all
fashionable accomplishweuts; I adored her with enthusiasm ;
her love, Tthought, would repay me for every dixappointment,
Bat 1 soon saw that she was nothing mere than & prond fool,
who wixhed to make me her slave, and yoke all other men
tesides to her trinumphal chariot. T broke off the engagement,
and svlected a poor but charming girl—a sweet innocent being,
as I thought, who would be my lifos own angel. Alas? |
found her tne day bidding adieu with tears and kixses to a
youth whom she loved @ she had accepted me for my wealth
ouly. My peace of mind vagished ; T conght diversion in
travel s evervewhere [ ronnd the same hollowness, the same
treschery, the sames misery, In short, T beeante disgusted with
life, and resoived to put an end thic night to the pitiable
faree.””

< Unfortuuate vouny wmwan,” said the other, with tears of
sympathy, & how deeply 1 pity you, I confess 1 bave been
more fortanate than you. 1 possessed o wite and a davghter,
who came forth pure and immacualate from the hand of the
Crentor. The one has retnrned to Him in the whiteness of her
sonl, and so will the other”

WA you give me vour address; old mas, and permit me
to visit your daeghter to-morrow 7 Bat vou mnst alse give
nie vorur wond of honour that you will not inform her, or in-
sinnate to her i any manner whatever that I amoa rich man”
The bl man held out hiz hand.

i e von my word 1 [ apy anxious to convinew Vil that
I tave <poken the teuthe My pame s Wilthelm Schmide and
here is my address o7 fiving him, st the <ame time, & bit of
paper whick he drew from his pocket)

fAnd my pame 15 Karl T
T Take these dank-notes, but only on condition that
vyt do not lrave this house netil ¥ ofeteh you from i€ Waiter !
4 bicdroom for this gentleman, You reqaive rest, Hers Scbanide,
Gond-night,  To-miarrow you will see me agnin: bnt under
whatever clreamstances this may happen, do not forget the
wond von have given me”

The name the yvonog man had mentioned, a< well a< the
large sum, strack the old man with asionishment: but befors
be conld recaver himseli, hix companion bhad left the house,
znd the waiter came to light -him to hix bedroom, whunr,
wraried and worn out, ke soon sank into a profonnd ~i~~vp,

I am the xon of Anton

L.

Ix one of the narrow and ill-lighted stroects of hixen-
hausen, in the attic of a lofty and unsighily house, sat a pretey
Aiendine, about twenty years of age, busily employed with her
needle,  The farniture of the room was poor, bt clean and
tasteful s the girl's whole-dress wonld uot have fetched many
kreutze ut every article was as neat, and fitted her as
well, 85 #f it had cost hundreds,  Her fair Iocks shaded & e
brigghtened by a pair of eyes of heavenly blue, which bespoke
a peaceful mind and a pure soul, The spirit of order, modesty,

and cleaoliness reigned in everything around hee, Het features
wers delicate, like thoss of one nobly born; her eves betrayed
sheeplessness and anxiety, aod ever and anon 2 sigh rose
from the maiden's breast, Suddenly steps were henrd on the
staircase, and hey face Hghted up with joy: she listened, and
dounbt med to overshadow her brow,  Then came a knock
at the Ahmr which tmade her tremble %0 mueh that she almost
wanted the conrage to say Come in’' A young man, shabs
bily dressed, entered the reom, and made s low but awkward
bow, )

o beg your purdon, Mide” said he,
Jive hore 7

S Yes, sirs What = your pleasure?”

“Are you his danghter Bertha 2"

“lam.”

*Then it is you that I seek. I come from your father

f For Henven's sake, where is he?” What bas happened 7
Samething mugt have happeted——this is the fiest time he has
ataved away all night.”

“The mistortane Is not very great,”

s Ok, my poor, poor father, what shatl 1 hear”

The young man seemed 1o observe the vikible marks of
anxiery with ‘great interest 0 then, lpoking ronnd the room,
b raid o ¢ Do not be frightencd, my dear girl ;) it ix nothing
of great importance,  Your father met last night an old. ac-
quaintance, who invited him toa tavern. They had some
witie together o but when the landlord came for his bill; your
father’s friend had decamped, and left him to pay the score.
He haul not sufficient money for thiz; and now the man wiij
pot let him o until he is paid, and declares that unless he
grtx hiz money he will send him 1w privon.”

G privon !<my father to prizson " exelaimed the girl,
YCsn you tell i how mauch the bill eomes 10 ?7*

T hree Horing wnd a balf” ‘

60 God " sighed the girl) Sall 1 hiave does not mmount Lo
more than otie Horin; but'l will KO At onece to \lmlnm" Rerg,
umi beg of her to advance e the woney.”

S Wha s Maubinge Bege #?

e anibiuer for whom U work ™

< Byt i Mawdane Berg domsi not advanee the money—whnat
Phoen 0 Pl ggind burst anto tears,

vdoes Herr Sebhmidt

* T'am much afraid she wnll rofuac “I'nlready owe her one
florin, and ghe is very hard ! :

@ For what parpose did - you- borrow the money . you' owe
her

The girl hesitated (o reply,

S You may trust me; 1 otake the decpest interest iu vour
misfortunes, nnd b osincerely wish 1 could assist you: but |
am only a p(:nr vlerk nn'-u'h Tell me for what purpose did
you borrow that forin?”

©Well, my father ix very weak, and ecceasionally requires
qtrcngthmnnu 1 borrowed that mulm\' to get'n quartor of a
fowl for him.”

1 nder these cive nnwmnvou T fenr Madame Bvrg wlll not
give you any more.  Here s one florin, but that is all 1 pos-
sess, Have vou any valuables upon which we conld raise some
money 7 Berthatconsdderad for a moment,

“ 1 have nothing,” said she at lengih, © but my poor
mother's prayer-book.  On her death-bed, she entreated me
not to part with i€, and there is nothing in the world 1 hold
more sacted than her memory and the promise 1 gave her
but still, for my mther's sake, T mnast nt hesitate? With n
(rombling hand, she touk the ‘bouk down from the shelf, 0
sir,” sadd she, duving many & sleepless night 1 have been
accustamed to enter the secret thoughts of my heart on the
blank leaves at the end of the ook, 1 hope no one will
ever know whase writing they are . will yoir promise me
that ™

s Certainly, my dear Bertha, Do not alarm yourself ; 1 will
tuke care that yvour secrets shall not be profaned, But now get
ready, that we tmay go”

Whilst she feft the reont to put on her bonnet and shawl,
Karl T ¢for the reader will have guessed that the young

~man was ni other than ont hern) glanced over the writing of

the giel in the Yook, and Lix eves tilled with tears of émotion
and delight as e read the outpouvings of & pure and pious
heart @ and when they had Loit the house together, and she was
walking beside him with a divnity of which alm Boemed
entjrely unvonseions, e cast npon her Woks of respect and
admiration.

They it went to \Ixui ame Berg, who did not rive the ad.
vanoe n.mxm.d, but assuresd the venng wan that Bertha war an
angel.  Certainty thic pratse My, Tevevalued higher thay the
mottey he had ssked fore They pawned the book, and the
required sum was nade ap. Be rtha was avetjoyed,

CRut i you spead all yonr money tosday,” remarked the
young man, ¢ on what will vou live toamormow 20

B 1ate ot kpew, tat 1 trast in Goad, T «hall work the whole
night throough

S Yes, truyst fn Gesd firalyoand He willhelp son”
Rart with an snthis<insm which almest betrayed the emation
he felt

When they came to the tavern, the young man went in Arst
w prepare ghi Meo Sohidt for the part hie wishied him toact ;
then he fetched Bertha, Tt bnpossible to deseribe the joy
he felt when he saw the young sirl thvow Jerxelt in her father's
arms, sod press him to hee henet,

G0 fcher,” said she | what a dreadful night have T had—
how  uneasy | have beon abont you; but thank God, | have
von again:” and her face beightened npowith s smile of joy.

Nha paidd the BN and triumplaatie bed it hotme, T e
aveompatded them swnd <ald ke bad a fow more sreutzers in
his pocket 1 she had better poand got thetn something to eat.
And then you shonkl have seen this shaling girl, how she
Laasied herself, and how glieliy she set sbont it the youog
man feit as if he canbl fall at Lier foet amd worship ber. It
was Jate before T wont herne that night ) but the leap
from the Main Brucke was no more theught of, 0 He came w
the honise every esening, in order, us he said, to share with
then his svanty rarnings )

About 1 fortuight after, as he was golng nway one  eveniag,
he said to Partha - < Will 3on berome wy wifie 2 Tam pnly a
presor elerk, bat | sm honest and npright!

Rertha blushed, and cast her oyes to the ground,

S 0an you love me, Begtha? he asked apain inan overflow
of feeling,

She was silent wod did got raise her houd o bat she hiold ot
her hand, | He seized it and kiseed it fervontly 5

“Bertha,” said he, 2 Dove you immessambly @ you have
amved my e

A fow days after the young couple, stmply bt respectably
attired; and acconipanied by Herr S hmide, went to church,
whers lhc} were married in a quict way.  When they cnmc,}
et man atnd wife, an elegant oneriage was standing st the
door, and a footman in rich livery let down the step,

“Come, said the bappy husband to his bewilderod wife,
who looked at hin with smazerent,

Before she could ntter a word, the threw were seated in the
carringe, driving away at & giticlk pace. The carriage stopjuad
before a %ph snddied honse in the best part of Frankfort, They
weee received by a number of domestios, who condocted them
to apartments decarated in the moret costly style,

OThis I8 your mistress,” said Te— to the servants: # and
her commands you linve henceforth to obey. My darling wife,”
raid he then, turning to Bertha, ¢ T am Kar! "1 , ot of the
weadthiest wen of this city, This house ix yours, and thege
sepvants will attend an you, I hold a pledge from you that
riches will not corrupt vong heirt. Here it is, in the prayer-
book of your poor wother, written by your own hand ;¢ If
thou wert ta give e rll the treasores of the world; O Lord,
[ wonld still remain Thine honble seevant, For what is gald
befare Thee, that lookest into the hoart?  Thine is my heart,
and Thine it ahall remain?

“ It ix the Lord's and thine, my heloved Karl,” whispered
Bertba, and sank in his arms,

i Hurmh for the leap from the Main lhmkv P exclaimed
P, emmbrneing hix father-in<inw,

A PRETTY ORNAMENT A prv!tv ornament may lw obtained
by susprading an acorn by n piece of thread tied ronud it,
within half an inch of the snrfaee of rome water contained in
A vase, xancer, o tumbler, and alliwing it to remnin. undiae
turbed Tor noaaimber of weeks, Tt will soon burst open, and
small roots will seek the water; n straight and tapering ntmn
with. benutitul glossy green leaves;, will shoot upward, nml
present. a very plonsing appearance.  Chosnnt treed may be
grown in this manner, bt their leaves are noy so beautiful as
thoxe of the vak.  The wabter should be changed onee & month,
taking curs tsupply water of the wane warmth, - Bits of
chmyeud prevent the water frows scurfng. U the Ttk Tenvex
turn yellow, pat o gin of nitrate of stimonia in tie atensil
whith holds the water, st it will renew their hlxurmu« R




