CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

Both in England and in the United States it is the in-
variable rule that newspapers—and especially illustrated
newspapers—shall be paid for strictly in advance. It is only
& matter for wonder that so excellent an arrangement has not
been adopted before this by Canadian newspapar proprietors.
1t bas frequently been proposed, but nothing bns really come
of the proposal. Now, kowever, it is our intention to inau-
gurate the movemsnt, In future the Ngws will be sent ouly
to those who have paid their sabscriptions in advance. The
barren honour of non-payiug subscribers we do not care at all
about. OQur establishment is & very large one, as large A3 sny
in the country, our stafl of writers, artists, and agents very
numerous, the expense of publishing a papsr like this is, as
may Le imagived, ¢normous, and it weuld be prepusterous to
suppose that we can furnish the product of mouney, time,
brains and {aleut without any return. The system we pro-
pose to adopt will be as follows:—Subseriptions payable
strictly in advance. Euach subscriber will find on the label
bearing his address two figures indicating the tim: when his
subscription expires. We u<e only two figares because cach
subscription dates, in our books, from the first day of the
month in which it is received. Thus, for instance, 7-73 will
indicate that the subscription is paid to the fiest of July next;
12-73 to the first of December next; 1-74 to the first of
January next, and so on.  When the subscription expires, on
the date indicated by the label, ualess it is at once renewed
the paper will be discontinued.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTNS.

Letters on basiness matters should be addressed to the Busi-
ness Manager,

Communicatiozns intendsd for the Editor should be addressed
w The Editor of the Canadian Illustrated News, snd marked
# Communication.”

Rejscted contribatious are not returnsd unless stamps for
retarn postage have been forwarded.
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Taz copflagratio

s at Chicage and Bostoun, end more re-
cently the disastrous fires at the Fifth Avenu: Hotel in Now
York and the St Jumes Hotel in Moutreal, bave bad the vifct
of awakening inguiry as to the best means of preventing the
spread of fire and of saving life and property from Lurning
bulidings. lmmediately after the disasters at Chicago and
Bostor the inguiry was pretty wuch confined to the first of
these two subjects,
and sug

The press teemed with emilless letiers

gesticns-most of them impracticable, and not a few
utterly useless, whett the

Fiftk Avenue Hotel Lorror drew attention to the utterly in-

The discussion was ut its height

suiicient wmeans of vsvape in the case of fire supplied in the
Not
wmany davs ago the importaace of this matter was brought
home 10 cur netive by the destruction by fire of the St James
Hotel and the sad loss of life ovcasioned Ly the abscoee of
prop:r communication with the burning buildioy. The suu-
jzct is one of the highest lmportance, aud, we were glad to

hotels and large Luildings throushout the continent,

see, received all the attention it deserved.  Many suggestions
for the avoidance of similar calamities appeared in the daily
press, the most practical of all being that offered Ly the Chif
of the Mootceal Fire Brigade, who proposed that a rope-ludder
should be keptin each room in our botels. By this wmoans
the occupant of & room would, in case of fire, be ¢uabied to
efect hLis escape without any difficuity, and without unueces-
sary loss of time. Oac eud of the ladder beinyg fastened to an
iron ring in the floor, he would have nothing to do lLut te
uncoil the rope vut of the window and make Lis way down as
guickly as possible. We are glad to observe that this sug
tion has already been acted upon, and that rope-ladders of the
kind mentioned by the Chief of the Brigade are now in very
general demand, - A wire ladder of a similar kind has also
been constructed and undergone a thorough test, the result
giving full satisfaction. Several of these ladders have, we
understand, been ordered forthe Ottawa Hotel, where they will
be placed in the upper stories. This example should be fol-
lowed by hotel proprietors throughout the whole counntry,

Su far we bave merely glanced at the life-suving apparatus
for in-door use. It remains to inquire into the Lest manner
of equipping fire brigades so as to enable them in the case of
fire, to reach the flames, and to save life and property with as
little delay and as little danger u8 possible.  In this matter,
as iu that of the prevention of fires, we can afford to take ex-
ample from the Germans, whose firemen are among the most

efficient, and perhaps the Lest equipped in the world, We
may premise our remarks by stating that in the citivs through-
out Germauy, fires of any magnitade are of excecdiugly rare
occurrence,  The reasons for this are three. In the first place
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every new building crected must be of the most substantial
structure, and built of the Lest matertals. Frame houses
are not allowed. A house owner wishing to repair muit
do s0 with the censent of the Corporation and under the
supervision of the building iuspector—who is invariably
a master builder of experience, ®eceundly, every house,
nay every tenement, is visited at least onee a year
(in the smaller towns once every three months) by the
Fenerschau, or Fire Inspeetors—also master-builders—who
cxamine the position of the stoves, stove-pipus, &e,, &¢., and
are empowered, when they find insuflicient guarantee ngainst
fire, such for instance as defective Jues—a very fruitful source
of disasters in Canada—to compel the tenant to take proper
measures to remedy the defect immediately. Were such a
s¥stem of inspection introduced ia this country we should
speedily find the number of fires considerably reduced.

The German system of trairing for firetmen is also worthy of
imitation. The great secret of the suceess of the German fire
brigades les in this  The firctmen proper form a body of
professionals, who have made their business a daily study,
and have passed through an arduors course of training which
perfects them for the dangerous duties they have tv undergo,
The great feature of their training is the ceurse of gymuastics
te which they are subjected, and which is rigeurownsly kept up
at cvery fire station. Every day the brigades taru out for
drill and gymnastic exercise, and eace & month in every city
the men give a public exibition. A model house is erected,
and the firemen go through the various maneuavres that they
might be expected to undergo in the case of a conflagration—
ssme of them of the most dangereus character. The results
of sush a trainimg are only what might be expected. When
the firv-alarm is sounded the brigade hastens to the spot.
There is no confusion, no crowding, no wndue hurry, Eaeh
man has his own duty assigued to him, and attends to that
and that alone. The street is kept clear by the police, as.
sisted by the volunteer firemen, enrolled among the youanger
men of the city, who also attend to the protection of the pro-
perty rescued from the burning building. Thus unimpeded
by any pressing crowd the men are able to attend to the work
in bhand without hindrance. One party, specially detailed,
devote their energy to extingoishing the flames; a second to
saving life and property, to which end they are supplied with
ample apparatus ; and a third compose the salvage corpi.

Of the apparatus employed by the fire brigades in Germany
a very fair idea may be obtained from the illustration givenr
on another page, & full description of which appears in the
usual place.

The benefits of the German system are oo obvious to need
any remark. There are only two points upon which we must
especially fosist.  In the first place
well paid,

firemen are
They are tavght to look upon their callivg asa
profession te which it is an Loneur for them to belong, axnd
one which remuncrates them suft

the Guermaa

ently to ailow of their

devoting their whole timz to its study and practice. In the
sevond place, as we hive already stated, they are kept up to

the wmark by a regular courge of drill which espesially 815
them for the duties before them, and which s continued duy-
ing the whole thne of their connection with the professiug,
Were these systenai adopted in Canads, Leaefisent tesults
would soon be mads manifest.

There 15 yet anothor matter upon which we might touch
while in this connection. We prefer, however, merely to cite
two paratlel cases, leaving it to our readers to draw their own
deductions.  Some twepty-five years ago the Royal Theatre
at Stuttyart—a town st that time of perbaps 53 040 inlabi-
tants—was burnt down, with great Joss of life, The citizens
at unce took ateps toaveld a recurrenee of saoh o calamitv.,
Aunindignation wecting was hicld, at which the Fire l)cp:u't-
mnt was condemned as incfficicnt and badly managed.  No
blame was sitached to the iremen, the whole of the responsi-
bility bring laid at the door of the city authorities, who warw
charged with being wanting in pablic spirit and careloss of
any interests but their owa. The re-organizition of the Fire
Department ¢ommznced at ouce, New engines and other
apparatus were provided, a serviceable corps of firemen was
enrelled, sud an amatear body, istendud mainly as a'salvage
ad police corps, was formed by the private citizzns, The
syétem also was changed. A muster-builder was appointed
Chief of the Brigade, and 8 series of daily gymuastic drills
was tustituted at every station. By-laws were passed regu-
lsting the creetion of houses Luilt of iatlanmable materials,
tLe storiong of powder, and the po<ition of mateh and varnish
factories. “Fhe result oisuch energetic mieasures soun became
apparent, and to this day the Stuttgarters uwe 1o the citixens
of that time their comparative immunity from fire.

The second case is a parallel Lo a certaia point caly, In
the largest and wealthicst city in Canada a fire Lreaks ont in
au hotel, also sttended with loss of life. -An outery is raised,
and an indignation meeting called. The meeting kas very
little result beyond the passage of a few cmpty resolutions.
The Fire Committce dumand an appropriation of $26 0
the purchasge of suitable gqnipmu‘::ts i‘ur the Firsc 5{“?2"33’
adding that without that sum they “cannot place the brigndnj
upon a proper standing.  The Corperation reply to the request
by granting an rppropriation of $15,000, and there is an end
of the matter, A few days afler i wan who wad mannfaetur.
ing fireworks in the heart of the ity is killed by an explesion;
We feel that coment s unnecessury, and make none.

THE MAGAZINES.

The QOverland comes to us filled with information respect.
ing the Pacific Const and the Western slope of the Rocky
Mountaius, There are in this: mouth’s number four articles
of this nature, viz.: on the Agricultural Capacity of Califor.
nia, the most valuable of them all; the seventh of n series of
interesting papers on the Californin Indians; Cape Horn gy
1104, being a translation of a letter by the Jesuit father Nyel ;
and a pleasaut sketeh entitled 4 A Geologist's Winter Walk,
the flavour of which, however, is much injured by our ignor.
ance of the locality described. The second paper on Napoleon
HI will be read with interest. The writer has evidently
carefully studied his subject, and suceeeds in giving us 'y
valuable contribution—Ubricf as it is—to the history of the layg
twe decades. He is an unsparing critic, but evidently g9
thoroughly free from national prejudices that his criticisigy
are entitled to the utmost respect. Every sentence he utterg
breathes his strong belief in his hero, whom he defends wiy
the utmost vigour.  With the exception of Ultrawa, of which
the seventh instalment appenrs in this number, the fiction iy
very much below the ordinary standacd. A semi-scientifie
paper on the Pectens or Scallop Shells possesses the doulle
attraction of being Lrief and containing readable and interest.
ing information,

The Canadian Datent Office Record and Mechanies’ Magazine is
a new candidate for popular faveur.  As its name implies it
is devoted entirely to mechavical and engineering develnp.
It is divided into two party, the official and the yp.
official, the former containing a record of the inven jous
patented at Ottawa, accompanicd by diagrams, and the latter
consisting of original and scelected articles, many of which
are profusely illustrated. The form of the Record is that of
an ordinary wonthly magazine  The number before us oop.
tains thirtv-two pages of reading matter and forty pages of
official information. The subseription for the twelve monthly
parts is fixed at the low figare of one dollar and  hals

nents,

A welcome visitor indeed {s the Adantie Monthly  1ts pagnes
are invariably filled with sound, healthy mental pabulum of
the highest order.  1n the number before us Mr. Parton con.
tinues his admirable sketches in a paper on the exploits of
Edigund Genet in the United States, which lacks vong of the
attractions with which he koows so well how to tovest his
subjects.  Robart Dale Owen, whose papers form & vewnrk.
able feature of the vurrent number of this magazine, gives yg
another chiapter of sutobiography in which he relates his carly
impressions of Thomas Clarkson and the then Grand Duke,
afterwards Czar, Nicholas of Russia, the latter of whom paid
a short visit to the writer's fathier in 1816, Intervating papors
on the Symmes Tueory of the Earth and Frederick Chopin
will attract respectively the s-icatifically and musionlly -
clined, A fourth clm;wt-;r of ¥ A Chance Aopmaintanee” rathor
unpleasautly develops the hero's chanotar, whose prizaistine.
Lecomes perfoetiy we Weowalt vesiunediy the
however, a4 we suppose cverything will torn out v
vuly trus that he will uot in 4 be vnduel with
virtues wmler the san. Even w prig s proferabde 1o G god
ke cbarasters tiction-writers are now so fopd of tnraiog out
SOMariorie Daw” s chanming Httle story in the epi-toia
stvle, is the ouly other remarkable {o i the §t de
partment. By the way, aprojpos of o towhen are peopis
woing o etoy writingg daturies of the war.” Tne way L Leen
rather ovendone lately, and it wonld b only chantabis to give
fLa rest, und allow pationt remdoes & briof nespite, T
seversd poems in the number, toae of whivh takes .
fo much as the Seandinavian SuGaly Fasntan
cext to which we place Celin Toaxter's = Beathoven ™

rabie.
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THE LOUNGER AT OTTawa,

THE URATURSE,

S 10s A great school; a great school,” said Boulter the other
night as we smoked our pipes, speakiug of the House of Come
i s, 2itE A great school” ¢ Thats so,” »atd Mouldes, who
is labouring undera bronchial affection and gers thioner every
day. “It i3 a great school, aud Siv John is n great sehool-
waster.” It is remarkable. 1 have tricd to get at the plt
sopliy of the thing, but how it is that Sir John has endearsd
hinclf so intensely to so many of the menu who ait bohind
him, I cannet make out,

It is & species of herp-wondip
Leuniug over the gallery 1 have noticed the Promier rise from
Lits weat, ook ronnd him for au instant, step over to sows one
of kis followers, nud after a short conversation, luave the sall
individual the happiest manin the werld, FEvidently nothing
of moment passed between them, Lbut the very fact of S John
patrouizing Lim, sent o glow of prisde and satisfactivu throngh
Liis heart, which came to the surface and mavniforted itaclfall
over, Thix fufluence cannot originate from any superiority
the knighit pussesses s an orator.  Ioomy estimation e lacks
the very fint clements of truv oratory, varnestness and origins
ality. When engaged in a debate, the impression heft on oue’s
wind is, that b i+ not so much habouriug to meet the arga-
ments of his opponent, ns U Wlind hLis followers behinid by his
specious platitades. He secmns thoroughly to understangriie
nature of the nuterial he hias to deal witie,  He s qYick to
appreciate cffuct, and ofteutimes have | seen the leaderson
the oppusite banches, ook vexed and anmoyed, when be has
knocked to- pivces the whole effect of a ooy and lnlmxm-'d
argument, by sumve happy stroke of wit or sarcasm.  True it
might not have the shghtost beating on the case; perhapd
some meve personality —but then it told, His followers wurld
roar; Boulter would guffaw, aud you could see that uld
Mouldes was saying to bimself in his gleetul gloom «SivJohu
agin - the world, gentleten—agio the world.”  But sometimes
Sic Johu does seem 10 get earnest; the righteous indignation
appears ‘to boil right over with him'; but still it is not that
varnistuess lighted up by conviction—which not unfrequentdy
displaces a Cabiuet ; Lut rather the earnestness which voe
sees mauifested by the drover occasiounlly when he roars nud




