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edness in the Outer Wharf, which is sce.jwhen it rained,

and with Governor

ond to nothing of the kind on the Paciilc ) dlcKinley and all his works got left out in

Coast. Atit the largest vessels can cont.
fertably and safely lie, the entire institu-
tion being a standing advertisement for
Victoria as an ocean port. Numerous ap-
proaches have been made to the Dominion
authorities urging the necessity of harbor
improvements ay the public expense.
‘T'hese were comparatively unhecded ; but
upon the prineiple that God helps those
who help themselves, Mr. Rithet went
to work and the result was
that the Dominion Government tade au
appropriation for the wark which he had
undertaken, and probably if others would
goand do likewise they would not find
that they had gone astray.

Iris announced on the authority of Gen
eral Supcrintendent H. Abbott, and Mr.
Marpole makes a siwilar stateruent, that
the C. I R, fully realize the nccessity of
providing better facilities for reaching the
Kootenay country and assisting to de-
velope ite wonderful resources. Neither
of them, however, were prepared to say
what was likely to bedone until after
having consulted with President Van
Horne. It is, morcover, stated that the
well known American capitalists the
Rockfellers, of Standard Oil notoriety or,
as some would say, fame have largely
intercsted themselves in  the  Great
Northern group of mines in the Lardeau
County having, it issaid, secured the Great
Northern, the largest body of galena ore
yet discovered in ‘hat section. We like
to scc mcen of means interested in our
conceras, but ~xe cannod forget that in
not a few cases investatents of a certain
class ofcapital have been acurse instead
of a ULlessing, inasmmuch as it has fre
quently been the means of locking up
valuable resources until such times as it
may havesuited the interests of rings or
combines {o allow them to be deve oped
and realized upon without let or innd.
rance. We trust, however, there wall be
nosuch outcome in this casc.

Maxy of our readers have not unfre-
quently seen a little dog which Dhas
attemipted to thrash a big one, or who
having come into contact with one indl.
vidual has been forced intoa corner, where
all that there is for him to do is to show
his teeth and snarl.  Qutside of his refer.
cnces to departmental matters, alinost the
whole of President Harrison’s Iatest mes-
sage is & discontented and dissatisfied
snarl. ¢ exhibits himsclf as a thoroughly
wcll whipped hound.  He had much that
was really satisfactory and encouraging
upon which to congratulate the people
whose ruler he is, but the little that he
did in that wav was dore 30 ungraciously
and withal 8o icanly, that many Ameri-
cans would be surprised to learr how
small 2 man had been at the head of their
ailairs ; but would bLe glad to congratulate
themselves upon the fact that his tenure
of oftice had been brought to anend. Iow
keen Mr. Harrison's disappointment isat
having been so ruthlessly rejected one
may well imagine; but he and those by
whor heisadvised and instructed failed
to discover the way the wind was blowing
and to gover.. themsclves accordingly.
They did not knew cnough to come in

the storm,

T Lrade Revicew of Montreal has an
articie on Mining in which it observes
thai, while the development in Cannda has
been slow, it has reached a point to
which few who have not followed it can
realize it has attained, and there isevery
indication that the movement of capital
towards this industry will in the near
future be more rapid and satisfactory
still. It snys “There isnotin the world
a rival to Canada in the extent of her
con! ficlds and their thickness of the
strata ; while we are no longer restricted
to the bituminouy beds of the Maritime
Provinces but have anthracite deposits
upon the Pacific coast and reported finds
elsewhere, as well ad lignite in the North.
west. Gold and silver, nickel, antimony
arsenic, are all found in well known dis.
tricts; while lead ore is to Le had of
excellent quality in  the rich lodes of
British  Columbia and elsewhere. In
gold and silver we may not. perhaps,
have the natural wealih of the United
States, although, from present appear-
ances, districts in  British  Columbia
promise to excel the most noted centres of
Moutana, Colorado and Idsho insilverat
least.™

Tur Newfoundland scalers, accordingto
published reports, have had an unusually
successful year. It is besidesstated inthe
reports from which this is taken that
** recent legislation circumscribes the dates
of sailing and bearingup from the flshery ;™
sealing cach year being practically con
fined wnathin a period of sixn weeks. The
interence from the two statements is
obvious. It is that this legislative citvcum
seription has been beneficial. Even British
Columbia scalers—at least many of them
would not be prepared to deny that & cer
tain amount ol circumscription on the
Norih Pacific would also bLe Leneficial, but
they have naturally and very properly
objected to the United States' assumption
that they owned thescal fisheries and it
was within their right to license certain
partics to take sealsalmost wheneverthey
pleasea; but that other sealers were
poachers upon their preserves. It is here
and on this account that tle Iriction has
arisen between tne twvo countrics, and but
for the modceration and conciliatory alli-
tude of Canada and Great Uritain as con
trasted with the peremptory arrogance of
the Uwnited States, the question would
never have been submi (ed to arbitration.
That arbitration1t hastime and againbeen
sourht 0 prejudice in the interests of our
neighbors who will only have themsclves
10 thank, should their endeavors prove
to Le a boon.crang that shall drive them
out of court a very much worsted party.

GoveERxonr Lyyax Kxare of Alaska is
reported to have stated, inan interview at
Port Townsend thathe Yelieved that, in
the forthcoming arbiiration, the United
would cmerge very wmuch worsted,
Neverthicless, lie, in the sxme breath, said
that the ultimate {ate of the seal will be
extermination and that the United States
should do the sawme as Russia. Morcover,
he is ¢l the opinion that the scizure of the
Coyuitlam by the Corwin will result in an

International dispute. Heglibly advocates
the sclzure of all vessels found *‘illegally
plying the sealing vocation in or about
*our sealing grounds.” In the first piace
Mr. Knapp should remember that it is
yet anunsettled question where are the
United States scaling grounds if, indeed,
any such grounds are In existence, and
on this account what may be termed
“illegal sealing” is not as yet defined.
Indeed, until this is settled by the Behring
Sca Commission by whose findings the
Awmerican authoritics have bound them-
selves, the Washington Government
cannot say, in the expressive words of
Mr. Knapp, *“scals are my property.?
Russia herself is not cerinin as to her
own position, for the last has not vet
been heard—unless the Americans arve
among the most abject cravens, and the
same remark be shown to be applicable to
the Britishh Government-of the high.
handed action of Captain de Levron and
the cruiser Zabiaka. If the ultimate fate
of the seal iscxtermination, the United
States authorities have to assume a good
share of the respousibility, the individuals
to whom they have given special charters
and the companies they have cndowed
with peculiar privilezes have not cnly
killed off the seal, but have ruined, and
demoralized, and arc kKilling off the native
Alcuts, whose interest in theseals was not
otic of mmerchandize, to be realized upon as
long as they lasted, but that of their very
lives under the peculiar conditionsof their
existence.

1r the United States are to come out of
the arbitration * very much wersted,” it
will nnt be for them to say, * thus far and
no farther,” tothe scal hunter. They will,
we believe, be adjudged to have assumed
and excercised an authority to which they
are not cotitled and to the proofs of whose
lIegitimacy they hesitated to come tike the
comamon burglar and bold highwayman
whose might constitutes his i1ight, and
who is never prepared to come to the
Courts of Justice until he is dragged
there.  Common  decency—the matter
being sun judice should have prevented
the Governor of Alaska from giving utter-
ance to opinions tike those with which he
is ercdited, particularly when he is forced
toadmit that *“in tke caming arbitration
negotiations the United States will
cimerpe very much worsted.,”  As to the
United States claim to jurisdiction twelve
miles from shore which Goveroor Knapp
scems to havecendorsed, asa Vermounter—a
aext door neighbor of the New Englanders,
whowith theassistancc of the Washington
authorities dispute Canada’s three-mile
claims on the Atlantic coast—what has ke
to say in regard to rules that do not work
both ways? Amcricans, it would appear,
base their latest pretensions in the
Coquitlam casc on the fact that the three
miles used to be the greatest range of
Britisii cannon, and was therefore sct
down as the limit, but that now American
gaps can cover twelve miles. Are not
John Bull'sarms just as cffcetive as shose
of Uncle Sam? Have the Americans any
gruns on the Pacific or clsewhere of longer
range than thosc of HL)ML.S. Warspite or
of the lln;rl;)i‘p that is to take her place, or,

c

indeed, o Melpomene which for the
tme being earries the Admiral's peonant !

Here agaln we have another instance of
l Yankee dodging and quibbling.



