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NO SHOULDERING.,

Afterall, it is by no means so certain
that the Provincinl Government will have
the Dominion Government steamer Sir
James Douglas placed at their disposal, to
be maintained at their own expeunse.
What, it may be asked, has the Provinecial
Government to do with marine matters,
or anything connected with fisheries? It
is true the Province has entered intoan
arrangement with the Imperial authori.
ties and certain influential British capital.
ists with the object of deveioping the
deep sca fisheries of the ’rovince; but it
is thosc capitalists, and not the Govern.
ment, who will require steamship accom-
modation, and that thcy will no doubt
provide: but we object to the picayune
manncr in which the Ottawa authorities
expect, by the trausfer to British Colum-
bia of an old steamship belonging to them,
to force the Iatter to urndertske a
share of the work, which properly done
would fully employ two vessels, but whicn
in reality belongs to the Marine and Fish.
ries Departinent.

SEEKING FOR INFORMATION,

While in a furtive and sort of surrepti-
tious way Amecrican agents are sneaking
round from place to place, endeavoring, as
they say, *to securc evidence as to the
conditions of seal life "~to mect, as a
matter of course, that which Gross
Briwin obtained last year in a fair and
square, open-handed way—the lIatter
country is secking for further facts, and
according to the latest information Mr, J.
M. Macoun, of the Geclogical Survey, is
coming out in an open and straightfor-
ward manner to remain on the Pribylofl
1alands for some weeks, to inake compara.
tive observations of scal life, to ascertain
whetlier the investigations of last year
arc borne out this season., With all his
blow and bluster Uncle Sam would secn
to be incapable of anything approaching
this. An Awmerican oflicial, Major Wil-
liams Ly name, came here to make in.
quiries, but, according to published state-
wmients, only such persons were invited to
nis august presence as it was cxpected
would testify in a certain sense. A cor-
respondent of & morning paper thus ex.
plains the mysterious advent and mission
of the Amecerican representative :

*The major came to Victoria with a
leiter from the president of the company
holdfug tlie lease of the American seal
islands to a gentleman residing in this
city, who is in the, I might say, predica.
ment of Lelng their agentat this place and
at same time & °poacher,’ in

ested in one or more sealiug vessels, with
instructions to aid Major Willlams in
procuring such evidence as would be niost
suitabla. Now, none of the owners or
captains in port of the Victoria sealing
fleet, with one exception, were invited by
Major Willians, or through Consul Myers,
to call vn him.  All the witnesses whose
evidence was taken were hunted up and
were, with one exception, paid $2 each for
answering questions put, negatively or
aftirmatively, for their guidance. None of
the witnesses, with the one exception

who is an owner and captain, are practicai
men, or they wouldbe  where thelrknow-
ledge would yield them a hetter compen-
satlon—aboard the scaling vessels now
out at sea. Major Williams’ remarks toa
reporter of oune of your contemporaries,
that in his country °ail men are equal’
probabiy accounts for his considering the
evidence of al! men as being of equal value,
and his consequent preference for the evi.
dence of persons, some of them of unreli

able character, and others wholly inex-
perienced in scaling matters, to the evi.
dence of men whose interests have caused
themn to study the question closely inall its
bLearings,"”

United States Consul Myers says, it is
but fair to mention, thut he did hisutmost
to induce interested gentlemen to see
Major Williams ; but how, we may ask,
could it be possible to expect people who
had been branded as poachers and as little
short of horse thieves to voluntarily go
before a gentleman whose manifest mis-
sion was to misrepresent them ana preju.
dice their case? Major Williams is out
to all intents and purposes in search of a
certuin class of evidence. That he willget
it there is no doubt, but he and his
Government know well that it is not from
the reputable sealers of Victoria that they

must obtain it.
AN IMPORTANT INDUSTRY.

There is always something in the law of
compensation, as the farmer finds to his
cost when he has worked the life and soul
out of his ho'ding, and asthe individual
does when he has, 1o use a common say.
ing, burned the candle at both ends ;.and
in many other ways it is constantly shown
that it is utterly impossible to have some-
thing for nothing. On the other hand,
though thix ix the natural course of
events, things as a rule are not 20 unkind
that everything nust rlways go wrong,
and therefore has arisen the trite and
true old saying that *it’'s anill wind that
blow=x no onc any good.” The present sca-
son, every onchal n.ade up his mind, was
going to be an off year in the salmon
trade, partially because the run of the fish
was expected to be light and partly be.
cause the forcign market was already
overstocked in such a way, indced, as to
render it inadvisable for the canners to
make anything more than & very short
pack. But though this is the case, the
fishing industry, particularly of the Frascr
River, is not to be a dead one this scason,
as the demand for [resh Pacific coast
salmon, which has been continually wmak-
ing advances bids fair to be much more
than ordinarily large.

Not afcw refrigerator cars havealready
gone xlong, and these bid fair to be atill
more numerous as the scason advances,
the indications being that previous ship.
ments both 1n quantity and value will be
completely cclipsed.  And not only are the
fish Leing sent to Canadian points, but the
Eoglish and American markets are gladly

ng inter- |

receiving them, and the business, pro-

perly handled, is one that, to all appear-
ances, has come to be a permanent one.
Then for the halibut trade there is a very
considerable opening, so that while, as has
before been sald in these columns, the
cauners are resting, the flshermen need
not be idle, and the additional licenses
which they have secured will be worth
considerable to them. Canned salmoi, it
is announced, {s looking up, and if the
packers are natled awayiutoputtingup too
many up, they and thelr agents will have
the market as they want it.

S g———
THE NEW YORK LIFE.

At the recentannual meeting of the New
York Life Insurance Co. to elect trustees,
forty seven thousand votes were cast, the
largest number ever known in the history
of the company. All were in favor of the
ticket named by President McCall and the
committee of policy-holders. Ex.-Mayor
W. R, Grace, Judge iram R, Steele, C.C.
Baldwin, Walter Lewis and Henry C. Mor.
timer were elected trustees. Mr, Grace
takes the place of ex-President Beers, and
Judge Steele that of ohn N, Stearns. All
these gentlemen opposed the voting of the
pension to ex-President Beers, and it was
resolved that a pension of $37,500 a year
awarded ex-President Beers by the former
board of trustees should not be paid. Mr.
Beers was not present at the election for
the first time in thirty.three years, and
threatens to contest his pension in the
courts. President McCall announced that
he had reinstated The dore M. Bants, the
cashier whom Mr. Beers dismissed sesen
months ago because of his alleged partici-
pation in an atitack on the executive
officers of the compary.

INCONSISTENT.

It is remarked, as a matter of some sig-
nificance, that Colonel Falconer, who went
10 the seal Islands o Yook atier the inter.
ests of the United States, is reported to
have expressed the opinion that the
Washington authorities will ** make an
egregious blunder if they mean to carry
out the policy of claiming ownership in
s=als wherever they journey through the
sea.” He, howerver, thinks that the Ameri.
can gouvernment wmay iairly claim in
Behring S=a cxclusive rights which, he
adds, Russia claimed there. But, says
the Monclary Times, he forgets 1o say
that the Americans jeined Napoleon to set
this claim at defianc=; the United States
and France publishing to the world, in a
formal treaty, a declaration of the right to
take seals in any part of the world. This
was the answer of these two nations to
the exclusive claim of Ruasia; and surely
it is a little too Iate in the day for the
Republic to plead the cxclusive preten-
sions of Russia as a precedent which
stands specially good for the United
States. That treaty ought to be capable of
doing good duty before the arbitrators,
onc of whom will be appointed by France.

AT the instance of the Government of
the Province of Quebec, the proprietors of
the People’'s and Montreal lotterien, both
of which have been running at Montreal
for some time and doine a large business,
were arrested. The arrest of the ticket-
sellers throughout the clty will shortly
follow:.



