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Pharinacy in England.

The Aconitine Squabble Ended -The Councli
EIecuian-Pink PiIN Anatyzod-Are Plasters
GoIng out of Fashon ?-Pharnacooeat Ad-
disions and Omissions Recommended The
B. P, 1900,

it speaks much for the credit of tIhe
Colincd of Ihe iarmaceticai Society
that, vithout tultifying thelmselves, the
members have found a way out of the
dimfculty created by Dr. paus attack on
Professor Dunstan. The council have
privately expressed dispicasure at D)r.
P'aul's ex<cess of zeal, anid have snubbed
Professor Dunstan by passing a resolu-
lion which catlls for the reconsideration of
the Resea rch ILboratory prograimme.
'TIis unique way of sct lhng the matter has
Ile advantage of mueeting with the ap.
proval of tIe majority ofîparmacists, who
are tired of the fliss, abhough it cati hard,
IV be satisfactory to eIther of the princi-
vals concerned Professor Dunstan has
broken the silence he has long prescrved
and reptied to his crincs m Ie offcial
organ of tIhe Chemica Society. It is
qmtie certain that tise duel between Herr
Freund and Puofessor Dunstan as to the
exact fornulm for aconitine, aconine, etc.,
will be of imeresi. At present the Pro-
fessor is careftul not to assert too much
his confidence in his own figures, whsit
he enphatically declines to accept those
of Freund. Those who want to know
the rights of the miatter n dispute bctwecn
the Rescarch Laboratory Commsînittee andp
the editor of the Pzarmace-u/ca/faurnal
cannot do better than carefully read tIhe
judicial leading article on tIhe subject
psubbshled in the Chemit and Drugg"is/ of
May s oth.

The aninual neetg of the society took
place this week, and somue very strong re-
marks were suade by a prominent member,
but Ie generalfeeling is in favorof burying
Ile hatchet. At the election for the new
councilail the old neibers were returned,
Mr. Martinidaie leading the poil. The
two new memnbers are MIr. Savory, of Sav.
ory & Nfoore, tIhe well-Lnwn London
firm, and Mr. Corder, a retired examiner,
who has a drug business of long-standing
in Norwich.

The annual diner plassed ofr with con.
siderable ttiusiasmu, amsongst the speak-
ers being the Right Hoi. J. Bryce (Board
of Trade), Dr, .Thorie Thorne, C. B.
(Local Governmwent Board), P1rofessor M.
Foster (Royal Society), Sir R. Quain
(General Medical Counscil), Mr. Ciuris-
topher Hcath (Royal College ofrsurgeons),
Mr. Vernon Harcourt, F.R S. (Ciemsical
Society), etc.

Tise boldness of Sien« Si//ings in in-
vestigating the composition of proprietary
preparations is astounding. It was only
last nonth that I reported what their
analyst stated to be the composition of
Radam's Microbe Killer. Now Pink Pills
have come.in for a.condereatory ,mporm.
Says this journal: rhese ptis are:.coBted:
with an aniline dye. lieneath this pink
coloting matter is a thick layer of white
sugar, amounting to half the weight of the

pili. IIe interiar portion consists of
insieral and vegetable constituents in

ab>out CuIlail weiglts, the msinerai cons-
prising ilon, potash, and magnesmuni, with
sulphurne as the acid radical. The vege-
table part is stated to be lituorice. It is
not 'easy Io grasp tIhe exact composition,
as tIse aialyst reports tise iron Io bc in ant
insoluble for». A litle more interest
tihan usual is impiorted into this case as
the analysis is published of a Dr. Selkirk
Jon1es, in s89 3, who found tiait aloes was
the principal ingredient then. .ast week
iis indefatigable journal examtuined Rose's
Lime Juice Cordial and was apparently
muuch surprised i find no salicylic vas
empîloyed as a preservativ'e. No msention
is mssade if tie preiaration was examined
fur silpuhurouls acid, as this us a commleison
preservative for tiis ciass ofliquids. Mrs.
Winslow's Syrup comtes in for a special
rap this week, a good deal being madle of
tie statenent, at a recent itquest, tihat one
grain of morphine was founid in cach
ounce, ailthougi onsly one-cighthi of a grain
was staitd to be prescrit according ta the
label. i shouild mssuchs like to know the
reasons wh»y tIhe drug journals in England
have unanimssously refraned fromi noticinug
tIhe results of scien S)fling, alhaugh
they have a direct bearing on phiarmatcy
and are of considerable interest to those
who retail ilese proprietaries, and who are
frequenstly called upon to e.press au opin-
ion on their coup',sition and value.

Ar a pbsters going out cf fasIion ? This
question was plomipted by tIhe statemuent
of the head dispenser at one of our largest
hospitals that iey no longer used Ialf
the old-fashlioned piasters, such as emip.
roborans, picis, galhani co., caileficiens,
etc. lis suestion) hat tIse reason why
they have becn discarded may be due lo
ti new-fangled rhibber comibinations so
mnuch in vogue with Aiericans plaster
nanufiacturers does iot strike mie as as
ail probable. But at the saine tine I must
confess that plasters aire fast disappearing
fron medical prescriptions, and in that
respect have followed the old-fasioned
blister. This, for sote tinte past, I have
found to bc generally attributed ta the
customti of prescribing ready-madepasters.
A patient is told to obtains a parous hella-
donna plaster front the druggist rathser
thain the physician will take the trouble to
signify it in the prescription. Retail
pharmiacists and whîolcsale aliketo wlhom
i have mentioned the subject have agreed
that it really looks as if plastersare foilow.
ing poultices, and tiait very soon the
plaster-iron will be placed upon the
shelf.

Tie fact is msedicinie and pharmiacy are
in a transitionai state, and a new epoch
is dawning, especially as regards tIhe ra-
tional use of drugs. WC have advanced
beyond the stage wien it was thougit
proper ta admninister ssugar.to the diabetic
patient:in-order ta replace that which- was
passingin-large quantity from the-systemi-
There is a littie more method in nedical-
mnadness at al1 events now, and this is
nainly att'ributable ta the increase in our

knowledge of diseases, 'There is aiso a
healthy scepticism in tle value of so called
specifics, and whben a physician gives
diuretics in dropsy ie wants to ee if ie
obtains the direct physiological effect-tie
increase in the auount of urine passed -
which wili nost probably lead ta Ie de-
sired rcsult. Yet it would be impossible
to deny that there exists a fashion in medi
cine, as in mainy other undane callings,or
why is it necesCary to write an article on
the passing of tIse ceompresr.ed tablet
craze ?

The Pharmacopeia Comnittee of the
society lias just made a report upons the
sibjcct of omissions and additions for the
next lritishs Phlarmnacopia. No iess tiai

o20 articles and prepartions are recoi-
mendmiei t0 se omitted, whilst Oily 78 ad
ditions are advised, This would be a very
suitable occasion, whein tiese lists are
pulished, for C-uanadian pharmacists to
assist in the coilb.stion of tIse next edi-
tion of tileI Phbarmisacopoeia by discussing
the value of these recommlsendationm.
Fron a cursory ierusail of tIse lisi, I an
incelined to think Ihe commîittee has only
kept British pharmnacy in view, nor would
this be ahsogethser surprisiig should it turn
out tb be the case. h'lie report is essen-

a British report,and sofartheofficial
Canladian reply haï niot reached England.
Australia antid India have pkainly stated
soime of tiheir requsircusemens, yet Canada
reiains silent. t wouid certainly be use-
fui and interesting if ail pharmlsacisis wlo
disagree with these recoumsendations
sisatd plainly intimiate it as soon as pos.
sible, and also give iheir rcasons. Their
is no doubt that criticisimîs will son ap-
pear on titis side; but probably it w1l
take the position of defendîing more or
less vigorously saise of the articles doaned
to be oumitted.

The subject will shortly be miade stili
more inslterestinig, as lrofessor Atttield has
replies frons soUe 7,000 niedical muen
spon the saute sibject. lowv far iphar-
iacists and miedical meni are agrced upon

the fusidasental principle as to wliat
should he added to, and what left out of,
the next edition of the Pharmisacopoeia
wili soon be seen. There is then the re-
vising of those pireparations which will
still stand, and the experimiental work in
devisinig formusl.u for the new preparations,
ail of which wil l)have to lie done by
phîsrmsacists. Indeed, wh-sens this is clearly
recognsized, the probable date for tIse ap-
pearance of the Imiperial 'iarmacopæoeia
is mlluch umore hikCly to he 1900 ihan
1895.

GtscustsN a P.ÀT Foon.-Gcycerin
is stated by E. Assfali to afford nutrition
to plants whcns empsllsoycd in solution of
0.2 per cent. ta o.5 per. cent. strength..
Weak or stronger solutions de not pro-
duce any appreciable alinentary effects.

HvtnocsE PFxoxzt iN GpE-EuN
s.xrs.-A. Bach found hydrogm.pern

oxide-in the-leaves-of t8 out of 25 spe-
cies of green plants. Potassium bichro-
mate and aniline were used as reagents.


