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Pharmacy in England,

——

The Aconlting Squabble Ended ~The CouncH
Elactian ~Plnk Plils Annlyzod—Are Plasters
Golng out of Fashion ?—Pharmacopmial Ad-
altlons and Omissiens Recommended The

. P, 3
{From Our Qwn Correspondent.)

It speaks much for the credit of the
Councit of the Pharmaceutical Society
that, without stuhtifying thewselves, the
meabers bave found a way out of the
difficulty created by Dr. Paul's attack on
Professor Duastan.  The council have
privately cxpressed displeasure at De.
fPaul’s excess of zeal, aud have sutbbed
Professor Dunstan by passing a resolu-
uon which calis for the reconsideration of
the Research Laboratory programme.
T'his unique way of settling the matter has
the advantage of weeting wuh the ap-
proval of the majonty of pharmacists, whao
are tired of the fuss, although it caa hard-
iy be satisfactory o either of the princi-
pals concerned  Professor Dunstan has
broken the sileace he has Jong presesved
and replied 1o dus cnncs i the afliciat
organ of the Chemical Society. 1t is
quute certain that the dued between Here
Freund and Professor Dunstan as to the
exact formula for aconiting, aconine, ete.,
wifl be of imerest. At present the Yro-
fessor1s careful not to assert too much
hug confidence in his own figures, whilst
he emphatically declines to accept those
of Ireund.  These who want 10 know
the rights of the matter 1n dispute between
the Research Laboratory Conunittee andp
the cduor of the Pharmacentical fournal
cannot do better than carefully read the
judicial leading article on the subject
published in the Chemist and Druggist of
May s1th,

“I'he annual meeting of the society took
place this week, ard some very strong re-
masks were made by a prominent membey,
but the generatfeeling is in favarof burying
the hatchet. At the election for the new
councilall the old members were returaed,
Ar. Mastindale heading the poll. The
two new memberss are Mr. Savosy, of Sav-
ory & Moore, the wellknown lLondon
firm, and Mr. Corder, a retived examiner,
who has a drug business of loag-stauding
in Nerwich.

“Tie annual dinner passed off with con-
siderable enthusiasim, amongst the speak-
ers being the Right Hon. J. Bryee (Board
of Trade), Dr..Thorne Thome, C. B.
(Local Government Board), Professor M.
Faster (Royal Society), Sir R. Quain
(General Medical Councit), Mr. Coris-
topher Heath (Royal College of Surgeons),
Me Vernon Harcaurt, F.R 5. (Chemical
Saciety), cte.

The boldness of Science Siftings in in-
vestigating the composition of proprietary
prepariions is aswounding. It was only
last wmonth that I reported what their
analyst stated to bie the composition of
Radam's Microbe Killer.  Now Pink Pills
have come.int for a.condemnatory: reports.
Says this journal: These pils avercoated:
with an aniline dye. Reneath this pink
coloring matter is a thick layer of white
sugar, amounting to half the weight of the

pitl.  ‘The taserior portion  cousists of
mineral and vegetable constituents in
abont equal weights, the mineral com-
prising iron, potash, and maygnesum, with
sulphune as the acid radical.  “The vege-
table part is stated to be liquorice. It is
not casy to grasp the exact composition,
as the analyst reposts the iron to be in an
insoluble form. A little more interest
than usual is imported into this case as
the analysis is published of a Dr. Selkirk
Jones, in 1893, who found that aloes was
the principal ingredient then.  Last week
this indefatigable journal examined Rose’s
Lime Juice Cordial and was apparently
much surprised to find no salicytic was
ewployed asa preservative.  No mention
is made if the preparation was examined
for sutphurous acid, as this 1sa conumnon
preseevative for this class of liquids. Mo,
Winslow’s Syrup comes in for a special
rap this week, a gaod deal being made of
the statement, at a recent ixquest, that one
grain of morphine was found in each
ounce, althaugh oaly ane-cighth of a grain
was stated to be present according to the
label. 1 should wyuch like to know the
reasons why the drug journals in England
have unanimousty refrained from noticing
the results of Scienie Siftings, although
they have a direct bearing on plarmzey
and are of considerable interest to these
who retail these proprietaries, and who are
frequently called upon to espiess an opin-
ion on their composition and valae.

Ave plasters going out of fashion ? This
question was prompted by the statement
of the head dispenser at one of our largest
hospitals that they no longer used balf
the old-fashioned plasters, such as emp.
rohorans, picis, galbani co., calefaciens,
ete.  His suggestion that the reason why
they have been discarded may be due to
the new-fangled rubber combinations so
wuch in vague with Awerican plaster
manufacturers does not strike me as at
all probable, But at the same time § must
confess that plasters ace fast disappearing
from wedical prescriptions, and in that
respect have followed the old-fashioned
Wlister.  This, for some time past, I have
found to be gencrally attributed to the
custom of prescribing ready-made plasters,
A patient ts told to obtain a poraus hella.
donna plaster from the druggist rather
than the physician will take the trouble to
signify it in the prescription.  Retail
pharmacists and wholesale aliketo whom
1 bave mentioned the subject have agreed
that it really locks as if plastersare foltow-
ing poultives, and that very soon the
plasteriton will be placed upon the
shelf.

The fact is medicine and pharmacy are
in a transitional state, and a new cpoch
is dawning, especially as tegards the m-
tional use of drugs.  We have advanced
beyond the stage when it was thought
proper to admimster sugar.to the diabetic
patentinerder to replace that which was

passingin.large quantity from the system!
There is 2 little more method in medicat-

wmadness at all events now, and this is
wainly attributable to the increase in our

knowledge of diseases. There is alsoa
healthy scepticism in the value of so calied
specifics, and when a physician gives
diuretics in dropsy he waats ta J2¢ if he
obtains the direct physiological effect—the
increase in the amount of uring passed —
which will most probably fead 10 the de-
sired tesuft. Yet it would be tmpossible
to deny that there exists a fashion in medi
cine, as in many ather aundane callings,or
why i5 it recessary to write an article on
the passing of the cempresced tablet
craze?

‘The Pharmacapeeiz Commitice of the
society has just made 1 report upon the
subject of omissions and additions for the
nest British Pharmacopeein.  Noless than
220 articles and preparations are recom-
mended to be omined, whilst anly 78 ad-
ditions are advised. ‘This would be n very
suitable oceasion, when  these lisis are
published, for Canadian pharmacists to
assist in the compiation of the next vdi-
tion of the Pharmacopmia by - discussing
the valne of these recommendations.
From a cussory pernsal of the list, I am
inclined to think the committee has only
kept British phannacy in view, nor would
this be ahogether surprising should it turn
out to be the case.  ‘The report is essen-
tially a British repory, and so far the official
Canadian reply has not reached Englang.
Australia and India have phinly stated
some of their requircments, yvet Canada
remains silent. It would certainly he use-
ful and interesting if all phanmacists who
disagree  with  these recommendations
should plainly intimate it as saan as pos-
sible, and also give their reasons. Thee
is no doubit that criticisms will soon ap-
pear on this side; but probably it will
take the position of defending mare or
less vigorausly sume of the articles doamed
10 be omitted.

‘The sulject will shortly be made still
more interesting, as Professor Attfield has
replivs from some 7,000 medical tmen
upon the same subject.  How far phar-
macists and medical men are agreed upon
the {undamental principle as to wiint
should be added to, and what left out of,
the next edition of the Pharmacopeeia
will soon be seen.  “Ihere is then the re-
vising of those preparations which will
stilf stand, and the experimental wark in
devising formulx for the new preparations,
all of which will have to he done by
phormacists,  Indeed, when this is clearly
recognized, the probable date for the ap-
pearance of the Imperial Pharmacopeeia
is much more hkely 10 be 1900 than
1895.

Guvceriy & Prasr Foon.—~Giycerin
is stated by E. Assfabl to afford nutrition
1o plants when cemployed in soluwtion of
0.2 per cent. @ 0.3 per. cent. Strength.,
Weak or stronger- solutions 2¢ not pro-
duce any appreciable alimentary effects:

HYDROGEN  PERONIDE IN  GREEN
Vrants.—~A. Bach found hydrogen. per:
oxide-in the-leaves of 18 out of 25 sper
cies of green plants.  Potassium hichro-
mate and aniline were used as reagents.



