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Our Pouwg Fodks,
ME ;lzory for the Girls.

git down on the pouch, ohiidron, and lot
o toll you abont Annt Rachel and the
story sho onoe told ma., One day, when I
wae nbout bwelvo yeara old, T had planped
to g After BIYAWbUIUIN; but Aunt Rachol
gaid to s, A girl of your age should bo-
in to learn how to do housework. Take
off your hat, roll up your sleoves, and help
mo to do the baking.”

1 pouted, and sighed, and shed tears, but
was enconraged by the promiso that
might_go nfter the bnking. Undor good
Aunt Rachel's directions I mixed a big loaf
of bread, placed it in & tin as bright as a
pow dollar, when she ealled out, “ This
will never do, child; you haven't soerapad
your broad bowl olean.”

1 shall never forget the pleture sho made
standing thore, lior oyes regarding mo
gleruly, one hand rosting on her hip, while
in tho other she held the untidy bowl

« Tt will never do, child,” she wont on.
w1t 18 not only untidy, but it makes too
much wasto; to be a goud housokeoper,

o must learn to be economical. You

avo heard tho sfory of the young man
who wanted an oconomionl wife ¢

#No," I auswered, and I might have
added that I didn't wish_to hear it either,

«1Vell,” she coatinued, *he was a very
likely young zann, and he wanted a carefal
wife's 50 ha thought of a way ho could find
out. One morang he went to eall upon
tho different gizls of his acquaintance, and
asked them sach for tho serapings of thoir
pread-bowls ta feed his horses. You see
they all wanted him, eo they got all they
could for him. Tinally he found a girl
who hadn’t any, so he asked hor to be his
wife, beonuso ho thought she must bo
cconomical. Now,” said Aunt Rachel,
trinmphantly, “suppose & young man
should ask yon for tho sorapings of your
broad bowl, what would yeu say 2"

« What would I say ?" I repéatod scorn-
fully ; ** why, I'd tell him if he couldn't
afford to buy orts for his horses they might
gtarvo. I wouldu't rob the pig to feed
them.”

1 suppose Aunt Rachel thought that les-
son was all lost on me ; but as truo as you
live, I nover kuead the bread to this day
without thiuking of her lesson on economy.
—=Detroit I'ree Press.

The Gift of Song.

A touching story is told of a liltle girl
gent by hor pavents from Spain, during &
time of religious persecution there, to take
refuge with some friends in England, The
vesgel was lost on a rock-bound coast dur-
ing a sovero storm ; but the littlo girl was
gaved through tho efforts of some heroio
men. She was too young to tell her story,
but, by & series of providential events, was
brought at last to tho house of a friend of
her patents just as, released from imprie-
onment, they arrived in England to seek
that the mother had taught to her littls
irl in formor days, became the clue that
od to their joyful meeting.

A remarkable incident ia that of a Scot-

tish youth, wholoarned with a pious mothex
to ging the old psalins that were as-house-
hold words to them in the kirk and by the
fireside. When ho grew up he wandored
away from his native country, was iaken
captive by the Turks, and made a slpve in
one of the Barbary States, But he never
forgot tho songs of Zion, although he sung
them in a strange land and to heathen ears.
One night he was solacing "himeelf in this
mauner, when the attention of some sail-
ors on board of an English man-of-war was
directed to the familiar tune of #* Old Hun-
dred,” ns it came floating over the mooalit:
waves, At once thoy surmised the truth,
that one of their countrymen was languish-
ing away his life as a captive. Quickly
arming themselves, they manned a boat,
and lost no time in effecting lis release.
What & joy to him after eighteon long
years pasted in elavery! Should you not
think that he would always love the glori-
ous tune of * Old Hundred ?”
Children, never lot your sweel young
voices be employed in using profane or un-
seemly words, Learn maby hymns.
Good Martin Luther said * Singing hymns
will keop tho devil out of the heart.” Itis
a quaint eayiug, but it is true. Furnish
the mind with good things and there will
be no room for ovil. They will be like
nails faetened in & sure place. You know
whou a nail is drivon in tightly you cannot
wedge anything clse along side of it, But
you may have a tuneful voice and love to
sing, and yet romnin unaffected by the
beautiful words. O, how sad if they who
sing about Jesus on oarth shall not be of
the number of the redeemed who join in
the “now song” before the throne of God
and the Lawmb l—Child's Word«.

Never begin with obedience, you will
never attain it! DBegin with faith, and
upon faith fonnd this—** He that loveth me
keepeth my commandments.” *

“ No msn hath a velvet cross,” was
Flavel's assertion, years ago, and it is just
asirue now as then, Only He who giveth
ittous, and he who beareth the cross,
know its weight. God only knows the
strengtk needful for every burden.

Mg. Moooy said, in preaching on ““Christ
a8 & deliverer,” I remember preaching on
this subject, and walking away, I said toa
Scotohman, I didn’t finish the subject.’”
“ Ab, man | you didu't expect to finish it
didye 2 Itll take all eternily to finish
telling what OLrist has done for man.”

As the Christian advances on his way,

life grows upon his spirit. *We are com-
Floge in Him.” Mueh of our life if viewed
n itself only, wonld appear purposeless
and broken, yet Ohrist has said, * Gatherup
these fragments that nothing be lost,” We
loarn to look at life as » whole thing, not
to be discouraged by this or that adverse
tirqumstauge, remembering, how much
't‘he‘re is and will be in that life which is

like frost and anow, kindly to the root,
though hurifal to the Sower ;" fatal to the
loom and fragranoe, the lovely and enjoy-
abls part of our nature, but friendly to its
true, imperishable life.

3 swoe! aud solemn seuse of the unily of |

Suvbath Sehool Teusher, |
LESSON_“XXIII.

Jnnoll, ) THE APOSTLES BEFORE THE | Acts 3
LA COUNGIL 2ok
CoIIT To MEMoRs V4. 24, 29, 41,
Pananit e Passaots.—DPhile .

Aotsxsil, A,

ScriPTURE Rrabiyes, —With va. 17, 28,
rend Aots iv. 18, and Matt, xxvii. 25, with
v. 24, read Dan. i 13, with v. 89, road
t Pot. ii. 21; with v. 31, read Isu. Ix. 6,
75 with v. 32, read 1 Lot. 1, 12, with v.
3, read Pro. avil. §; with v, 31, read Pro.
xxii. 8; with v, 87, read Luke 1. 1, with
vs, 88-10, read Ps, Ixuvi, 10, and with
va, 41, i2, read, Rom. v, 3-5,

GoLpeN Text.~If Gol be for us, who
can bo against we ?2—Hom, vhi. 31,

OrNtRaL Teuta—Christ is above all
human anthority. .

This lesson tales up the narrative of the
Inst losson § notlung 1eguires thorefore to
bo said in the way of cennootion or intro-
dveine  Thres parties sfand ot distinoetly,
ench with woll-marked features of its own,
Wo have «anpotent persecutors, restrained
by shrowd saqaeity from the sttompted
murdor of 1utrepul witnesses for God.
The council is divorted by Jamaliel from
trying to sluy the Apostics.

First wo go with them to tho counail
{v. 27}, the composition of which was stat-
ed in the last lesson. The High vriest
waa prosidont and spokesman, Ho recalls
tho interdiot, whiocli was peromptory and
absolute, DBut behold | they were making
tho town ring with tho forbiden name,
and charging on the counecil, including
chiof priests and elders, tho death of Christ
Al! they are not 80 brave uow as when
the ery wont up, * His blood be on us and
our ohildren!” There was no protest thon
from the council (seo Matt. xxvil, du).
They are takonin their own net.

Tho Aposties did for Jorusalem what wo
haveto do with every town and villiago—
“filled Jorusalem,” etc.

V. 29. It devclves on Peter to speak in
his own and his brothren’s name, and his
temporato tonecontrasis woll with his form.
or impetuosity. Ho is Eerfeolly respoct-
ful. He acknowledges them as tho shar.
ors of Jewish privileges—** tho Ged of our
fathers,"—Dbut still they are but men, and
must own that when God speaks he is to
bo obeyed against all men. His word
mokes an end of coniroversy, The oon-
goionce of all men admits this, and until
perverted, refuses to be bound by human
authotity against God. It is of no conse-
quence whether the men be high or low,
oivil or ecclesiastioal. This was the highest
national and epiritual body known to
Poter, but that made no difference. It was
composed of men—nnd * let God be true,”
ofo. (Rom. iif, 4). This is the spirit that.
appesred in_Luther, Kuox, and the Pil-
grims and Puritans, It is the spirit of
religions liberty, and is very olosely allied
to civil freedom. No nation wiil lon
bo free that forgets this: no nation wil

Innoting on this principle, thJ"&ﬁUEﬂwp&Rx
not take ayms against the rulers. When
foroe was used against them, they fled ac-
cording to the Lord's instruction (Matt. x.
283 2 Cor, xi. 82, 33), and followed the ex.
ample of the Master (1 Pet. i, 22, 23),
This rule however, would not bind a
poople who could act unitedly against
despotie rulers.

V. 80, The contrast between God and

the rulers of Israel is once more brought
out. * Ye slew’—* God raigedup.” * Yo
hanged on a tree” (Gasl. iil. 1B)—¢ God
exalted with His right hand,” eto., when
He raisod Him from the dead, received
Him up into glory. He is King (v. 81),
for all power is given" (Matt, xxviii. 18),
and by Him Ho gives repentance and re-
mission, in this sonse, that He commands
the preaching of both (ses Luke xxiv. 47);
that in oxalting Him He proves to men
thet Christ's work is finished, and there-
fore that siuners can be saved by Him:
that forgivencss can be dispensed for His
sake; thut the Holy Ghost, who immedi.
gtely works true repentance in the heart,
is given by Him from Elis throne; and
that, finally, the word, saoraments, minis-
{vy, prayer, providences, all derive their
fitness to do spiritual good to men frow the
grace of Jeeus Christ.
. V. 82, The justification of the Apostles
in disobeying the rulers, is in their relation
to Him. “Wo are witnesses,” not only
having seen the facts, but appointed to re-
port them. What should they do, but tell
the truth? Nor did they stand alone.
The Holly Ghost on Pentecost bore the
same testimony, in the supersatural gifts
to those who obeyed the Saviour's com-
mand, and” believed on Him., For obedi.
ence to the known will of God brings more
?f‘:hgtSpirit's power, as disobedience for-
eits it.

THE RFFECT OF THIS SPEECH.

# They were cut” (to the heart) by its
penetrating and irresistible {ruth, but in-
stead of owning their guilt, and repenting
of their sin, they set about planning for
the killing of the wiilnesses (see Rev. xi.
8-8). Men who mean to reject the truth
will regent the telling of it, and treat its
friends as their enomies (see Gal. iv. 16).

They were on trial, but they speak like
jndges, and their judges feel like oriminals
as 50 often happened with the Apostles.
Perhaps it was something in their bearing,
or in the message they uitered, that
brought out an

UNEXPECTED ALLY,

(V. 84) in the person of Saul's instructor,
‘4 Pharitee (the Sadducees were the pro-
pacutors), of whose eminent learning and
mooral weight we know from the Talmud,
y nama (Gamaliel, tho son of Simeon
{supposed by some to be the Simeon of
Luke ii. 25), the ron of Hillel, founder of a
great school of Rabbinical learning, and
one of seven moat eminent Rabbis, He
was learned, politio, cautious, but beyond
this, his advice hind no moral value, and he
gets more credit, we think, than he de.
serves. Ho had the Apostles put out, that
the deliberation might not be overhvsrd by
them; he advised a let-alone policy as
safest, not as just in itself, He addunoed
the instances (v. 80) of Theudas and Judas
(v. 87). two of the many insurgent leaders
who led Jowish maleontents in abortive

u-11,

¢fforta for freodom. e did not think well
of thom, of conrse, and their failure possi-
bly shadaws that of the Christians. 1o
argnes that, it this mavemoent bo of au, 1t
will come to the like end, without their
involving thewmsclves, Trie, ho may have
thought better of it, and ouly used tius
argument, * knowing his men, to gnt his
point oarvied. Un the other band, 1f 1t ko
of God, they fight against 1tin van, He
urges thewn, therefurn, to do nothing,

But what was he for? What was ihe
8o of olders and a council, if not to weigh
ovidenoo, dweorn and recerve the truth.
commend it to the peopls, or save them
from impostarn?  This poliey would stay
all miasionary vifort, aud this argumeont
would show Molhnmmedamsm, Bruhmin-
ism, and other established systewms, to be of
God., Historically it 8 not true thut Gud's
work ean nover be put down 1n the persons
of ita filonds. Think of Spam, Italy and
Trance. The witaessos oan be siain (Huv,
xi. 7, 8).  Whatover may be thought of the
man tand s teaching of Saul was hardiy
favorable to toloration), this argumout,
though it gained his end, ia far from being
gafo, It illuatrates the fact tha, wo may
Lave an 1mepired report of o spoeoh that 1s
not inepired.

THE ISSUE

was like all such compromisss Eithor
they were innocont, and sbould be froed, o
guilty, and should be soverely punished.
But they called thom, had them beaten,
dismissed them with a renswod njunction
againet speaking ia the nawme of Joena,
Tho beating {of thirty-nino stripes, 2 Cor.
xi. 21} was probably an assertion of the
cuuncil's authority—2 declaration that they
wero nob to be taken as * giving in,"”

V.41. The ntmn;i? gight is now seon of
men scourged and bleeding, rejoicing, not
in the pnin and shame by themselves, but
in the evidenca they gave that they wore
in tho way of duty, fulfilling the Mastor’s
will, trosted a8 His friends, and resisted by
Hizonemies. ‘I'hey wero suffermg **shame
for His name.”

Now what will the Apostles do (v. 42) ?
Call a mooting and descanton their wrongs,
and orown thomselves with the glories
of martyrs? No; but thoy procoed to
# tonch and preach Jesus Chrsl” daily,
publicly, *“in the temple,” and from houss
to house, as they lud opportunity. This
was their answer.

(@) We have the conduot of the counocil
~~wholly bad—in the work of parsecutors,
in whioh they have had mauny successors,
ovon in the Church.

() We have the course of Gamalivl—
“rowing in two waters’ If Ohristianily
was divine, he should have owned it} if an
impostare, exposed it. Fow abscrd to
whait, in a oause of this kind, for the issuo
to dotormine it, What about dying men’s
souls in the menntime ?

{¢) The course of the Apostlee—wholly
good—to be adwired, and in our time, en-
thusiastioally copied.

SUGGESTIVE TOVICS,
The council—the prisoners—iheir plea—-

tho reversal of the order—who wero cut”
R ket e S alle AP AR
trations —plea—good in it—bad in it—its
issne—the counocil's course—objection to it
—the effect on the disciples—what they
felt—what they did—and the lessons {o us.

PREPARATION FOR THE SABBATH
SOHOOL.

BY THE REV. ALEXANDER MCKAY. D.D.

The individual Sabbath School teacher
is responsible for the enccess of his class
aud School, and to the thoughtful and
prayerful proparation he makes for it.
Every ieacher before meeting his class
should carefully read that portion of Sorip-
ture which forms the lesson; and con-
sult his Bible dictionary, commentaries,
and other aids that may be within reach
to ascertain the meaning of word and
phrases. Ho who undertakes the office of
instructing the young, must feel the obli-
gation of a diligent and systematio pernsal
of the word of God. Although long practice
has msde him familiar with the Seriptures,
and given him muoh facility in expressing
his ideas, yet he should not neglect the
gtady of his wookly lessons. Some teachers
trust to their fluency of language, others to
the information tney gather atthe teacher's
moetings, and others to the notes in the
lossons which thsy purchased, instead of
solemnly setting apart s portion of their
leisure -hours for the examination of the
lesson. Such extempore teaching is as
objectionable almost rs extempore prosoh-
ing, Were a preacher to open his Bible at
his toxt without having ascertained its
moaning, and without previous stndy, how
long would he bo popular or ueefal,
Vagueness, differences, repetition, and a
want of freshness aro theinvariable results
of such teaching, The truths of the Bible
are too precious to be handled so earelessly,
and we nesd not wondor why such teach-
ing yields so little fruit.  Those who sow
sparingly shall aleo veap sparingly; mixing
go much obaft with the wheat, shall we be
astonished that little grows. A teacher
who habitually noglects to study his lesson
will soon dogenerate. The cistern that is
alwaya letting out and taking little in, will
soon be empty. It is from neglec} to study
that there is so mueh vague teaching; what
he terohes may be all true, and in its own
5lace usoful enough, but it is altogether

estitute of point. His closing remarks
might have Goeen as suitable at the begin.
ning as at the end ; and it is quite npparent
at every stage of tho lesson that such a
teacher has not apprehended the truth
which his sabject illustvates, or understood
in what way 1t may benefit the class. He
who expegts to be & useful and suceessful
teacher will study the lesson very carefully
in the course of the preceding week. Lists
of lessons which are now published, anch ae
the international serier, may be an advan-
tage and convenience fo the teacher, for by
theso he will always kuow what will be the
Jesson. By a thorough preparation he will
bo onabled” to go through the oxercises

with minoh satisfaction and profit to him.
self and the echolars, o will ths ga to
his work with s wmind fraught with it mna-
tion, nnd will bring into the clus Al intorest
and gavonr that wiil wwxke hia laubas at-
traotive md beneticial.  Sach pevaration
will evlarge and eurich the teacher’smaind;
by oaretuliy studyiag Iis losson, he ix Jed
to acquire hrewh koowledge, Livery book
he reads, overy paper or magazine ho takes
up, every event that occmis 1 tho hume
airele, or cleowhiers, wiil bo egarded with
an eye to s class, Iuvery feat or oo

currenge that comes under his notice, will
be onrofully treasured up ax eapable of fur-

nishing him an idlustration for wis claes,
and of being an hand-maid to saored in-
struotion. The devoted teache 18 not aatis-
fied with his prezent sttainuents m kuow-
ledge, lus path 15 hike * tho glumng light
ghioing more and moro untoe the perfect,
duy.” He gives atrendaues to rending. Ho
is an honseliolder who brings fortls out of
s trensure things now and old. However
groat his eitainments or however coneun-
mate lus abiliies, to teach others earefully,
he must coutinually lay up in his mind
new storese. Dr. Arnold’a festiiaony on
tins poiut i vory important, not meroly on
account of the great weight attaching to
Ins nameupon all subjeots nifecting instrus

tion, but becauso ho explains tho rationale
of the matter. Some one asked him why
he continued to study for his pupils, ** as
though be should not have enough to give
them.” **It is not,” wns his reply, ** be-
cause Ifear I should not ' ave enough to
givo them, but beosuse I prefor that thoy
should be supplied from a running stream
rather thau from & stagnant pool.” Tho
well equippod teacher has not only to ac-
quire knowledge, but he must also by the
aid of reflection systomatically arrange,
oarefully classify, and properly treasuro
his mentalrosources. o must choose for his
clags what is suitable to tho lesson, and
omit what is extraneous and not to the
point. and keep to whot i8 within the cap-
gty of tho ohildren, remembering that all
children are not alike. A tescher should
oultivate the art of teaching. If he would
intorest ohildren ho must try to think as
children think and talk as children do.
Teh the thoughts be as good and sublime as
wo ohoose, but lot the language in which
they are conveyed be lovel to the compre-
honsion of & ohild, Plain English words
such ag & child use, and familiar imnges
guch as childron understand should be
gought out. 'The best specimon of this
style is perkape Dr, Todd's lecture to
children. And whilst the language is adap-
ted to the eapaoity of their charge, lot their
spirit be devouiful and cheerful, aud your
demeanor itresistibly winning, Thus shall
they be " a guide tothe blind, & light to
them that are in darkness, an instruotor of
the foolish, & teacher of babes.”

' To the Point,

That old phrase, ** Strike the nail on
the hend,” though extremely common-
place, is full of strong, practical sense.
This is & world of unmistakable actualities.
Zuv walt vatchny tha hand tn dn tha sirik-
ing oxists ; the necessity for it to be driven
in exists. What senae, then, can thero be
in random, dreary strolces ? ¢ Strike the
nail on the head” if you have an arm to
exeoute, and a brain to direct. Do not
make yourself ridiculous, and your work
of no avail, by pounding at every place but
the rightoona | ~Hold your point with your
oye, thon strile !

This hitting wide of the mark, shooling
random arrows, is noticed moat Elninly
in much of the writing and preaching of
the day. A great many truo things are
said,.and said in & fine way, too; but, un.
fortunately, much like some mon’s wit—
400 fine to be discovered with the nakad
eye” A shower of arrows may now and
then bring down a bird or two, but what a
small return for the gower invasted !
Every singlo shaft, well directed, is equal
to one at least, and often to many times
the number byrepeated use, Euery single
word, sent from honest, impassloned lips,
denouncing wrong, should bring down its
bird of evil! Every line of fearless vindi-
cation of right, should dzive the nail down
gohdly in the structure, rearing for fruth
and God.

And why this aimlessness, this hazy va-
cortainty, in professions which have such
facilities for impressing the world with
lofty ideac ? Is it that thero are no strong
points to be made? Is socioty fallen to
such a dead level that there is nothing
positive and stariling in its present condi-
tion—no elovations, no depressions? Or,
this being an insufii.ient ground for tho
fault here mentioned, can it be a certain

andering to the popular prejudice of pleas-
ing, which causes the defect we notice ?
Wo believe it is the latter. Pity wo had
not & few more brusque trath-tellors like
poor old Thomas Qarlyle, who would doal
an honest rebuke to & king himself, if he
ohanced to rise his rightoous wrath!
Langh as the world may at tho old man's
oynicisms, it has no one who tells it such
wholesome, unvarnished truths. e deals
in facts, not speculations, or dreams.

If thors is a strong conviotion for im-
pelling an author to write, his word oan-
not have much effact upon the world. If
the preaoher does mot come before his
people with some burning thoughts which
aro revdy to leap like fire down among his
{aeoplo, he pronches to preoccupied or list-
ess souls, If he feols any inoclination to
stop and trim his sentonoces into fanciful
ghapes, rather than seeking the quickest,
eurest way of getting theminto thoso other
hearts, he needs to go down on his kneos
hofore God himself.  All unnecessary
vorbiage but conoeals the true point, which
cnght to stand ont clear before the eyes.
The truth should be made to stare the
p -ople in the face to produce proper offect,
snd so should overy sermon or-article, for
fhe instraotion of hearers or readers, be
thus clear and to tho point. Poople may
be thrown into dclightful reverior by ele.
gantly drossed-up discourses chicfly be-
cause it is ploasant to #ii and Yxamine fine
costumes; but, for any resl, practioal
ood to bo accompiished, ycu want the
‘aot which shines through any dress, mak.
ing you unconscious it it have a dress at
all. “Give the world eunch a thought, you
who write or speak, else {ou aro not using
your privileges to their best advantage.—
Selected.

Friendship.

The peint that wo wich to make Is, that
wo sliould notexj eciteun e the sentiizents
and aotione of onr {riends wnd companions
always cqually enticfactory o usjand aftex
wo Linve onos s e «f v ads that, an
the whole. wo like 8 cortain porsun; that
wo like ¢ tain or ull of hiv waya, opinlons,
tastor, i rzes—whato vor it thist Jdraws
ue to hum, it js1athex toolalt £2 be rojudg-
ing bl too severely every five duys ona
oW jesue,  After a taan ig unee a member
of the Nutiona! Aoademy he should nut B
siibject to the anousl weighing in the bal.
ance of the Academy's Harging Cotu-
mitteo,

You way say that, afler wo have known
a mau well for thirty yeora—amd that is s
long lease for a friendship in this mutable
world —it is wdle to talk abeut ils belng
possible for bm to surprise or disappoint
us. But dil you ever hear of “ihe old
man's disens” —avarice ? Do yousuppoee
that an aflction like that comos te the enr-
face late m life, if the ecoda have nnt Leen
deop in the sofl all the time? DBut that fa
ahard and orael quostin. Lot us rather
speak of a more pleasing and no less sur-
prising developmont, There was an old
woman nbcut whom wo once wrote, to
prove by an oxnmyla that it is the disagrec-
ablo young folk w!i » make the diragreeable
old men and women, and that sweet girls
and boys nesd not be troubled by the
nightmare of a sour and erabbed old age.
The woman wo wroto about had lived out
and down three husbandw, and was about
as unploasant an old gossip as you might
meet in & day's journey ; yot the traits of
ber ago were only the traits of her youth,
stripped of whatever charm youth must
have lent her. But presontly, after we
had held up this aged porson as a warning
and a consolation, what does sho do but
fall into hor second childliood, and & vblop
one of the swootest and gentlest dispositions
with which mortal ever blessed his or hor
neighbor. All she asked was her doll and
bor prayor-book, and all went merry as o
marringo bell. No; wo nover know our
frionds. And, curiouely enough, while we
aro going on with our discoveries concern-
ing thom, they are making tho same ob.
gorvations upon us, and are having the
sameo surpriges and disappointments.—The
Old Cabinet; Scribner.

Romanism in Rome.

A correspondent of the Christian Union
gays of Rome :

“ A profound indifference prevaile, The
churches are opon evory day from morn-
ing until noon, but O, how cold and sol-
itary ! fow priesis reading prayers,
adozen people kneoling here and there, al-
most 28 many Inzy beggars at the door, &
monk or two with cowl and beads—what
wero these greatignorant fellows made for 2
—one or two ladies at tho confeseional,
and & dozen tourisis with their guide books
~—this is the uuvariod scene, the summary
for Sunday and the rest of the wesk., There
are, in genoral, no seats ; there is Lut lit-
tle ﬁ:‘monizinz. Tho prayers aro’in Latin,
whioh the people do not understand.

# The young men of education ars, for
the most apm't, rationalistio ; not philoso-
phical, indeed, but holding that since
modern miracles are but jugglery, the an.
oient, also, must be thus considered; yet,
in one sevse, Rome is most thoroughly
Romish, The minisiry is completely vati-
canized j the festal days are noted, the
madre benedetia is vonerated ; and every-
body expeots to have the mass performed
at his funeral. Protestantism has but a
elight foothold among the Ifalian people.
Even many of those supposed to be con-
verted to it, carry, it is said, tho beads and
image of the Virgin’ secretly to church
with them. The attendantsonour churches
are mostly foreigners, or persons in some
poouniary way allied to them. Still, with
an open Bible we have hope.

“The number of priests is logion. They
all wear long black oloaks, silver shos
buckles, and tbreo-cornered boaver hats.
Thoir fresh faces indicato good living more
than intellectuality or fasting, and tkey
appear to take lifo quietly aud oasily.
Ilately hoard of one who preached but
two sermons annually, and spent the year
in commzit'ing them to moemory. Some of
them are very bold in their expressions
and have quaint ways of doing things.

“YWhile prisching, the other day, one
of them turned in his discourss to make a
very tender appeal on bohalf of & poor man
witlr a large family that nocede® the im-
mediate assistance of his hearere. Ho por-
trayed the necessiting of this family in
such pathetio strains ns to move his audi-
ence to tears, and then said:—*Such is
the exigency of this case thatI will stop
here in my sermon and take up a colleotion.’
Ho decended from the tribune and passed
tho bag around amon% the poople, who,
being really moved by his appeal, dropped
in the lire very bountifully ; but on roturn-
ing to his place he smillingly said i—
‘This poor man is the Pope.'’

The Engagement Ring,

It hus beon tho oustom since time immae-
morial for gentlomen who aro engaged to
be married, to offer their intonded brides a
ring, this ring is worn until the wedding
ring replaces it. ‘There is a fashion for
this as for everything else. The ring varies
in value according to the position of the
giver. There are cortain stones more suit.
able than others for this purpose. Dia-
monds are not cousidered in good taste for
& young girl, neither are peaxls, The latter
because they are perishable, and because it
is sald, too, that pearls aro unlucky stones ;
in evidence of this, it is stated that pearls
composed the favorile parures of Marie
Stuart, Anna Boloyn, Marie Antoinette,
and the unforfunate Duchess de Praslin.
who all met with such terrible deaths,
Consequently the stonos most generally
favored are emeralds and sapphives, the
firat being the emblem of hope, the second
that of endless love, according to the
original belief. The emerald was for a
1onf time the favorite stone of the Roman
Iadies. When emeralds are deép in color
they are mounted in open work, When
they are pale they are mounted on foil.
Unfortunately one thing is sgainst this
stone—the facility with which it is imi-

tated in glass ocolored by oxide of ehrome.




