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THE ADJOURNED MEETING OF AS-
SEMBLY.

a—

All our readers, whatover may bo their
viows, must regreb tunt Stadacona will no
moro write on the question which he raised,
and showed in his last letter to bonota
groundless ono. Tho replies called forth
show & difforenco of opinion. Thero is not
& doubt as to the majority being atlo to
avorcomo and vote down all opposition, and
ag tho Assembly is supreme, allowing of nr
appen, the decision will become a precedent,
even if sthe minority ghould act under pro-
tost.

Our objeot at present is not to take either
gido, but recognizing in the first place the
fact that diversity of opinion exsts in the
Ohwurch, snd sccondly, the desirableness of
proceeding in & united and hsrmonious
maannor to the consummation of the union,
to inquiro, whether a courso of procedure
oannot bo ndopted which will satisfy all
partios, This, wo think, con be done.

Novw, whatever mhy be argued in oppusi-
tion on other grounds, it is certain that the
Oanada Presbytorian Church has a »rece-
dont for holding an adjourned mocting of
Assombly. It was done jn 1871; and a
glanco at the »inutes shows that this was
resslved upon after mature deliberaiion and
a chango in the wording of the resolution
as fist proposed, from special to adjourncd
meating, 8o that the Assembly, which mot
in June, when it closed in Quebec, did not
dissolve, bub stood adiourned, to meet at
froronso. No objection has ever been taken
to this vourse, and thus by precedent it was
oloarly competent for tho Assembly of June
last ot Ottawa to adjourn, to meet in No-
yember, and at Toronto.

1t is, however, well o note this differ-
enco: that in 1871 the meeting of the next
Assombly biad been fized, but in 1874 was
left undetermined for the adjourned meet-
ing.

When the adjourned meeting in 1871 was
held, the question was raised asg to mew
bessiness, and it was unanimously decided
wthat no new busiuess could orderly be
token up at this meeting.” New Fusiness
was defined, in the question submitted, tobe
# other than that left over and specially de-
siguated at the ordinary meeting at Quebee.”

Novw this is the point at issuo: Are the
roturns to the remit of June 1874 new bus:-
ness ! Or were they left over at Ottawa
and specially designeted?

To ack the question is to answor it, The
returns are unduubtedly new business ; and
the Assombly of November 1871 decided
that such business can not orderly be taken
up at an adjonrned meeling. The consid
eration of these returns should be the busi-
noss of tho next Assembly. As Sir H.
Monc:oiff sayra: “ We shall not ask what
shiould have beon done, but merely suggest
what may now be done to mect the case:

1. Lot Presbyteries sond up their returns,
and if they seo fit, accompany tnem with a
note caliing attention o the irregulanty, so
a8 to prevent the inferior courts being com-
mitted to the measure as a precedent
time to come.

9, When the Assembly moets, let it act
in this matter provisionully, and asit by
speoial commission, viz: Examino the re-
tarns, and it they are found favourable,
preseod fo seek legislation, but not formal-
Ty cousider tho Basis, or pass it as an act
of Assombly.

3. Rofer to next Assembly the final de
cision ot the mattor, along with tho Report
cenoerning logislation.

Tho above course will not occasion any
delny, and will prevent tho rawsingof a
constitutional question on winch diversity
of opinion is known to exist, or the form-
ing of o precodeut which, o say tho least,
is questionable., Surely, at the present
atago, it is most desirabie to avowd unneces-
gary disoussion, and to preservo the har-
mony now existing. The proceduro sug
gosted will, we think, secure that without
consorving the action of the Assembiy in
June, or furnng thoge who differ from tho
ropjority into opposition on o mere maller
of ordesly procadure.

WITHOU T Q01

Tne cpeculutions of mon abant the nature
and orizin of tho world have beon, sined
on brzan toba philozopheys, very like tho
motions of & pondulnm,icising high at one
pertod on this sido of thought and passing
at another poried to s corrcspoading
helghton tho opposite side of thought. Not
very long ago thoe Idoaliata of Gormeny had
4 and mon were asked to bolieve that
thero was no matter, Now tho Materialists
of England avoppermost, snd ask us to
heliove that thero is no Spirdt,

We Ynow how o wit disposed of the
Idealism of Hume., “When Homoe said
thoro was no matter, it was no matter
what Humo said.” Tho saying could be
bo turned on Huxley. “When Huxley said
there was no soul, thore was no soul in
what Husloy said,” But tho business is
really becoming serious when we find men
with the fame of Professor Tyndal, and
oceupying his pesllion, saying thoro i3 no
God. Thospeculation is rolonger & curious,
question toamuso tho aparo houra of people
who, lika the Athenians of oid, spend their
time in nothing else, but either to tell or to
hoat somo new thing: it is a speculstion
that attacks the fourdation of rehigious so-
oioty, carrying with it as Atheism always
has done, the destruction of both ; for if the
universs is only a combwmnation of atoms,
and the soul a combination of sensations,
then right is only might, and morality, only
a caleulation of enjoyments.

When weo say that Prof. Tyndell las
landed in blank and droary Athesm
we are notgiving our dofinition of his po si-
tion but only accepting us own definition
of it. Historically ho defines his position
as beside the old Atheists, Demooritus,
Epicurus, Lucritius, and beside tho modorn
Athejsts, Bruno and Gassendi, whose posi-
tion towards Theism wns thus enuncinted
by one of themselves. “Not heis G odless
who rojects the Gods of the erowd, but he
who nccepts them. Phalosophically he
defines his position ag further back than
that of Darwin,who admits one *primordial
form" and therefore is by that adission
ons step short of saymng there is no Cre-
ator. 'That one step back Professor Tyn-
doll now takes in these words :—

“With regard to the diminution of
 {ho number of created forms, one does
“ pot see thot ruuch is gained by it. The
# anthropomorphism which it secmed tho
+ oLject of Mr. Darwin to set nside it as firm-
* 1y agsocinted with tho creation of a few
 form3 as with the creation ot s multi-
“tude. Two courses, and two only, are
« possible. Eitherlet us open our doors
« freely to tho conooption uf creative acts i
“ or, abandoning them, let us radically
« chango our notions of matter.” *I pro-
¢ long tho vision backward,” he says,
« goross tho boundary of experimental evi-
t dence, and discern on that ma.ter, which
¢ wo in our ignorance, and notwithstanding
« our professed reverence for its Creator,
¢ have hitherto covered with opprobrium,
% the prommse and potency of every form
“ and quality of hfe.”

1t is true, that with strange inconsis-
tency, he defines bis position tkcologically,
as still retaining God for our emotions and
sentiments, instead of the God le has de-
throned from the uvniverso and degraded
from our intellects and consciences. The
God ofthe Christian infinite, eternal and
unchangeable in his being, wisdom, power,
holiness, justico, goodness and .truth, he
dismisses with o great shout of trimnph in
tho preserce of the crowd by his front door,
but afrmd to return to a house, or afraid
people would not return with lum, without
eventhe mblance of a Deity, ho takes in
quictly, and in thishe seems : bit ot a
coward, by hisback door a miserable god
n sorry cancature ot Doity, that swdsnian
Baal or Olympian Jupiter, would scorn to
acknowledge as an equal. “Ils phiosphy,”
as an able critic m the Edinburgh Courant
remark, *demes a God to the grey, lamp-
« ]es8 universe, but with hisstrangeververse
« faney ho bows down 1n roverenco before
« the atoms and molecules of matter, en-
« dows them with a soul, elevates them ds
« his deity which has guided the universo
« {hrough its oventful history, and wluch
« will guide it through unending time by
uyirtuo of theirwdestrucubility ; and these
« ptoms and moleculeshe calls on us to
s worship "

Here then at last, 18 truly a gant, a
ventablo Goliath from Gath of the Ph.'is-
tines, como to defy the living God and to
wsalt Iis avmy. But a fow smooth stones
from the brook 1s all any stripling, whore
taing his senses. his faith and Lis common
sonse, need tako in his bag to go forth to
meet in tho fight.

Our first answer to Professor Tyndal is
that 1t 18 tume enough for tam to como to
unscientific poople asking them to receive
his thoory of the universe when the ‘her
phitosop 8 have agveed with him. .tis
a noterious fact that philosophers quarrel ss
extensively and as-infensively as doctora of
medicme. Darwin, the founder of this
modern sohool, refuses to go tho length and
preadth of Tyndall, and Agassiz differed
from both, Lysil hasissued ten editicns
of his goology and hing givon a new theory

in oach.

Our noxt apswer §3 that his theery ia
contrasy to the fandsmental boliefs of the
human heart, which are above logio, nwil
higher in their guthority than any rearon-
ing, howeyer nonto and  close Men have
bofore thisargued against the oxistenco of
matter, snd how weie they answeored By
appoaling to the common scuse and coma-
mon bolief of all men evorywhera. o ap-
peal therefore to thoe diotsof oomumon gense
againat Tyndall asserting thera is no God,
a3 our forefathors appealed to the samne
sgainst Hume sssorting thero is no matior,
Our osramon sonso, our dospest intuitions,
tellns thero is dosign in the universe and
» designor, and thot sedles the matter
againat o hundrod philosophers.

Our ncxt auswor is that other philoso.
phies, just as much entitled to authority
as his, are against him, Lot us remember
that thero is ametaphysies as well as a
physics. Thoreis o soienco of mind and
tho laws of thought as well o soience of
mattor and the Jaws of the physical uni-
verse. Men working inthat department of
thought aro entitled to respect and some
consideration. When o surveyor, runuing
a line to meot another survoyor finds the
two lines havo missed mesting in a point,
ho surely would ho sn ungracious fellow
who, sorcaming at the top of his voice,
would insist that he was right and the
other {surveyor wiong- Professor Tyndall
has a little business therefore to gettle with
the metaphysician before he is done, and he
will find that out.

And our last answer i8 fhat history is
agamst him, There is such o thing as his-
tory 3 if not we canuot believe that sucha
aann a8 Tyndall esists,oc that he over made
any oxpertmeonts on light and magnetism.
But ustory tells us that Jesus Christ lived,
died, and rose ngain. That single fact, at-
tested by the strongest ovidenoce, demolish-
es,Tydall's beautiful theory,and melts it into
thin air like the baseless fabrio of a vision.

e e—
ORDINATION OF REV.J.B. FRAZER.

The sexvices for the ordination of Dr.
Frazer, a8 medical mssionary to TFormosa,
were held, according to provious announce-
ment, in Gould Street Churoh of this city,
on tho ovening of Tuesday tho 15th inst.
Alargo and deeply interested congrega-
tion was presont. The mmstors present
were Drs. Topp and Jenmngs, Prineipal
Caven, Professors Gregg and McLaren,
Revs. J. Pringle, W. Reid, J.Dick, J. Alex
ander, . Monteth, J. M. Kwg, J. G. Robb
J. Eadie, J. M. Cameron, R. Peottegrew
and D. MoIntosh, all connected with Tor-
onto Presbytery, and Rev. Messrs Wm.
Frazer, R. D. Frazer, Goldsmth, Lowry,
Douglass and McDonald, of other Presby-
teries. After the usual preliminary exer-
cises, Rev. J. G. Robb gave out for hig text
James §, 16, last clause, “'the effectual, fer-
vont prayor of a righteons man availeth
much,” and from these words preached a
very able and eloquent discourse, exInbit-
ing the power of prayer and the prayer of
power, both of which heads ho handled
with vigorous logie, axd ropeatedly with
glowing oratory. After” stating the steps
for the ordination previously taken, he put
to Dr. TFrazer the usual ques-
tions, and recoived from him  satistace
tory answers. Thereaftor, according to ap-
pomntment, tho father of the nussionary,
Rev. Wm Frazer of Bond Head led mn
prayer, and by the imposition of hands—
wherein all tho ministers took part, set
him apart to the holy ministry and suppli-
cated for him the md and countenance ot
the God of all grace. After recewving the
right hand of fellowship, he was briefly, but
algo feclingly and ably,addressed by Profes-
sor McLate 1,who rema ked that hethe Rov.
Dr Frasers was about to enter a field of la-
bor differcut from that whien they tind at
home, and he felt a little diffident in giving
L advice o1 counsel with regard to the
wotk on which he was about te enter. He
wasgoinz there not only as a mssionary but
a3 a medieal wissionary. There were cortam
points in connection with Ins mussion to
wihioh he would call his atteation. There
was n recoguition on the part of tha elwureh
of the impmtance of sending out medical
missionaries, and it was tho duty of the
Christian Chmeh tolay hold of subordinate
points, 1t onght bo by the aid of the print-
\ng press, education, or medicine, in order
to apread the trnthaof the Gospel through-
out the world. Experienceshasshown that
tho medical missionmy has grent op-
portunities of winning his way to the hearis
and consciencos of tho people m China, and
the present appointment ¥as oue from
wiuch they had every reason to anticipate
a very rich blessing will result.  Tho lield
of labor he wna going towas one ovidently
white unto thoe harvest, and their is every
encouragement there fer the missionary’s
Jabors. There are difficultios and tempta-
tions which will surround him 1 the field
in which ho was about to enter, but if hoe
kept sten ily in_view tho_great ond for
which io was going there, ho will overcome
all diffizolties. Tho great work which he
was being sont out for was to win souls to
Christ, Ho would subordinate his medical
«kil to this end. In connection with the
difficulties of the work lio would find what
others who labor in tho service ot
Christ havo done, that tho great source of
woaknnss und Clifficnity lies within, Lot
Inm look well to Ilns owa heart. If hin
hLeatt is kept true to God's laws, all diffi-
cultics will bo overcomo. He must not
forget the impottant truthahis had listened

forvent prayer, Ho truatod that ho hud

folt the powot of pruyer, and that lis vonld
continun to fusl it more and more. Let
him taks God’s wmd ns his gaido and
study it, drinking deep In the Spivit, and
Lesoming mote and_roors Intiaately ao-
quadnted with it.  Ho will have constant
noed to he dealmy with God's truths.
though ho was sbout to separate from them
lio trosted they wonld not ke geparated in
Jeart and theught, but ‘hat he vronld pray
for these at home and they wonld
prny for bim hore that ho might bo sus-
taued in the mssion wark on_ which he
was shout tu to enter.  On bohalf of the
Foreign Mission Committes he was desired
to placo in his bands, as o partiny gift, o
copy of Ged's Word. Tt was therr desixa
that he might drink dewoly in of the
Spiri®, that ho wonld feed on it day oy duy,
and that the knowledzeit containzd would
comnort him, and that he would be choeer-
ed by prayerand that the hope of tho bles-
eod roward which ia for all those who
sorve their Master faithfully, will constant-
ly nnimato his heart, Profescor MoLiaren
thon refersed to Rev. D1 Fraser being ac-
companied >n his mission by his wife, al-
Inding to tant Jady sbandoning the onjoy-
ments of homo and kindred in order that
ghe rmight go forth aud work with him in
tho canso of Clrist among the heathen.
The Foreign Mission Committee also ngk-
ed hor accoptance of another copy of the
gamo precions book, He spoke of the
Chnistian work which Mrs, Judson, Mrs.
Wilson, Mre Grantend other ladies had
done in secking to win souls to Christ, The
prayers for both is that God willbe with both
Dr. Fraser and lns wifo, and that he wiil
abundantly bless their labors awong the
Lioathon, and give them bloth a bright
crown of glory on the great day.

Principal Caven then addressed the con-
grogation, of course 1n pure spirit, and with
Cxcollent wisdom, 'Tho minister of the
Church, Rov. J. M. King, foilowed with

rayer and the benediction. It is but just
to ndd that the services throughout wore
judicious, fine-toned, and very impressive.
And wo hope that the young missivnary
and his wife will reach safely their
tended destination, be helped in their
varions labours there, and be honored
greatly in doing good. . Moxtritg, Lees.
CL¥RE.

iinisters and Claeches.
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The congregation of Knox Chureh, Porth,
have adopted the basis of uvion and earried
the nccomnpanying resolutions by a large
majorty.

The congregation of St. Andrew s Church,
Potorboro, hinve unanimously adopted the
proposed basis of union and accompanying
resolutions.

The Rov. Robort Uro returned home
from Lake Superior, per steamer Manitoba,
on Monday of last week, lovhing much
better for lns trip.

The Rev. Mr. Wordrope, of Guelph, lee-
tured most acceptably on Monday evening
91st fnst., in Knox Chureh, Milton, taking
for his subject: ¢ Canada our country.”

The sessions and congregations of An-
caster East aud West, (Rev. W. P. Walker)
have decided unanimously for Union, on
the basis remitted by tho Assembly.

A large bell was on Tuesday pinced in
tho spire of tho Presbyterian Chureh at
Port Elgin. It weighs half a tou. The
church w:ll be opened on the 28th, when
the Rev. Dr. Topp of this city will
preach.

The Keyv.J. F. Dickie has returned to
Berlm, Ont., after a lengthened absence in
Scotland. Woe areglad to know that he has
greatly benefilted by his holidays. He
preached m St. Andrew's Church last
Sabbath.

Among the worshippers in the Presby-
terian Church last Sunday, was tho Rev.
G. Smilhie, of Fergus, who has boen pay-
ing his first.visit to to this place. He ox-
pressod himself delighted with lus trp.—
Orillia Packet.

The movement set on foot somoe timo ago
to procure an oxgan for Chalmers' Canreh,
Kingston, has proved suceessful, and it is
oxpeoted that the ivstrument will be in 8
pinco next moath. The congregation now
advertise for an organist.

Tho Prescott Teleqrapk, Sept., 9, says.
— Messrs. Geo. Buks and J. W. Ander-
son wated up n tho Rov. J. Hastio of the
C. P. Luurch of this town, on Wednesday
last, and on behalf of the congregation, pre-
sonted him with a purso of $57.50, sub.
senibed by them for tho purpose of defray-
ng the expenses of lus vacation trip and as
a shght acknowledgement of the osteema in
which ho is held by them.”

Last eveming & number of the members
of the Rev. R, N. Granv's Bible class met
at the rosidenco of R. Agur, Esq., and after
sponding s few hours in pleasant social -
tercourse presonted Mr. Grant, in behalf of
the clags, with o beautiful and costly dres-
ging-gown. Dliss Annie Agur read a suit-
able addre.s thankiog Mr. Grart for his ser-
vices as ‘boir teachor, and Master David
D.uglas mado the presontation. M:. Grant
rophod in feeling terms.

The new SLresbyterian  Church at
YWashago, ho foundation stone of which
was laid by tho Govenor General during
lLisrecent tour, was cpened last Lord’s Day
with appropriate gevvices, for public wor-
ship, by the Rov. D. J. Macdonell, B. D.,
of 8t. Androw's Olurch, Tor mto. The
placo was crowded with a large and atton.
tive audience, wha listoned with doap intor-

to thus evening, namoly, tho,in’:gortx\nco of

eob to the eloqusnt and impressive: sorme 2
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so far cotupleting the edifice “‘ritl);‘:’g?:ed i
Mr. Macdonell, after the opemng aarvl[’l:&
proceeded to Gravenhurst, whore )i efs'
delnered an ablo and eloquent sormon “I:
exprossed himssff muoh delighted witi hix
visit, and left dooply impressed witl:m

impditauce of the misslon, and resolveq :
tepenting his visit as soon as convonien‘t =
Orilia Erpositor, -

The two Presbyterian Sabbat

of Biawpton, held their mmlmz; ::ic.sxfi};mh
Wednesday, the 9th inst., in the grove -
jocont to the Lldorado Mills, anbout'fal:zQ
miles from the tewn. The day thozu
warm, was fine, and the party onjo; f;
themselves thoroughly. It was g ploag
right to see tho yeung people nearly 20(;‘?‘
number, as they left John 8t, Churel f:]
of mirth, in anticipation of the afern’oon'
enjoyment.  An hour’s drive brought ug ;
the grounds, and certainly a more snitadly
placo for such a parpose, it would be dim,
cult to find. As wo approached, wo foung
that it was shaded on overy sidlo with {rees
and o park sufficiently level for the playin‘
of those games, in which young people dgl-
light to ongage. Swinging, eroquet, aui
baseball kept them busy until abount fopr
o'clock. ‘Thon aftey singing, and o blessing
beiug asked by the Rev. Mr. Pringle, {boy
seated thomselves fo a sumptuous repast
provided by the ladies, accompanied wi(h‘
lemonade, and other temperance drinks,

In ovory way it was a complete success.—
Cox,

TOPICS OF THEE WEEK.

The Friend of India ostimates that Pro.
testant Christians raise atleast five millions
of dollars annually for the evangelization of
Indin.

On March 28th, 1874, tho 4th Mariyrs’
Memonial church was dedicated in Mada-
gascar. Tho church is built on the rock
Ampoinarinana, from which 14 confessors
were thrown, while 4 were being burné 6
death clsewhero, on that very day 26 yearg
before. About 2,000 persons, among them
scme whoe had suffered in the persecution,
united in this dedication.

A * Missivnary Priest, as he signs him.
solf m the columns of The Church Times,
appeals for ad m the outfit of a Sozih
African entorprise. Awmong other articles
which he desires from his charitable
s follow Catholics " are these : a crucifix fo¢
the altar, eucharistic vestments, sanctury
haunginge, altar cloths, cassocks and sur-
plices, candlesticks and vnses, Here is
n chance of charity for our Rituaiistie
{-icnds. |

The Missionary Herald veports the re.
cipt of n catalogue of the Secriptures and
othier bocks on sale at the Biblo House,
Constantinople, The Seriptures are in Ar-
meninn, Ararat Dialect, Koordish, Turkish
(in Armenian, Arabie, and Greck charae
ters), Greck, Bulgarian, Slavie, Hebrow,
Hebrow and Hebrow-Spanish, Arabic,
Persian, Albanian, Servian, Russian, Wals
lachian, Italian, German, Fronch, Swedish!
English, Syrise, and for the blind in
Turkish.

The Clork of tho Senato of the Univer
sity of London, in aunouncing tho result of
the Gilehnist Scholarship Exanmnation held
at Toronto on the 209th June last, romarks
that ** tho canéidate—(No 814) Mr. W. Ja
« Aloxander of Hamilton—examinedat Tod
“yonto has passed a most snceessfal 06X«
« amination, having oblained a number of
« marks vlnch places him nezt {o the third
tgandidate in the Honours Division of the
« Tonglish liat of successful candidatos—tho
«“highost place yet altained by a gontleman
«in tho Colonies.” Mr. Alexander was
o puptl of the ** Hamilton Coltegiate Instie
tute.”

Tho Bremen Evangelist staies in its Tash
number (Aag. 22, that n statistical 8¢«
count of the etudents of Protestant theology
who havo matrienlated at German univers
sities has Loen published by the Magdeburg
Consistoriam, the niatoment, having, how-
over, only to do with those who Jbolong to
tho elftht Provinces of Old Prugsia. Tho
total number amounted in the summor of
1851 to 604, and stondily advanced from
fhat till it reached in the summer of 1 5?
tho number of 1160. But from thenco it
{ol1 with the samo rogulerity, so thatin the
wintor of 1878.74 it still amounted to enly
667 or not many moro than in 1851 The
total number who had stadied in the Ger-
man  universities cub of its eight 01

Prussic. Provinces during tho 23 years
dealt with in the roport was_41,180. ’:['1_19
articulars ars :—14,864 in Toalls, 11,20918
orlin, 4067 in Konigsberg, 8428 in Bres
lan, 2885 in-Borin, 1248 in Leipsic, 1}7!'};1}
Groifswalde, 1171 in Erlangen, 930 in 1
bingen, aad 688 in otliex German umvgﬁ
tir . (Gottingen, Jenn, Kiel, Rostock, Heide

burg, Qiesson, Marburg.)




