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LOVE THE VICTOR. 'n
OHAPTRxi,

"Sow. Ieak:e. Is st hliaan ihl oUFl? Tho munibe là groswlng taluter, sadcber,f
Wlmo =ay notli oa foel. i but ho lover fading, Au It draws 'toward deatb. The

Theo musbeaeo the lit new witz l sch- drip, dri p ai mny fountains la groulog
bing and sigblng tbhola tbe recuis; 114112Y cîrarer. l"rorn cousorvatories sud halls snd 'l
hearte> Au well as fee (s badsi) are'T6 c passages cernet tbe cooler air, laden witb
in&. The marquis, bland, and a trille more the perfumed breath et flowera,
juveaile ttan Oear, il atili <goein4 bMs Iu a tlîîy flowered ment (that lu daylight j
guesta witb ail tho fervor that dingulshed te-rnerrow wull probably bc eollcd an Acte-

hlan heur agent. Lady Clontarf, stand- room), Vers, who bau perrnltted beracîf te
ing bealde hslam, l qulte oversbadoWed by bc dauged away irom Sir Watkyn'a aide, is t

bisragnanhis amgandoI!inu" aitting witb Gerald Burko, idly tapping thes
Trayqholaa rad ldimn" aflMr Programme lu ber band sgaiust bier dalnty

Browrie, regardiog lmr with unstinted a- u
muratien trom aime. IlStil,-Uceting IlYou wll Ive me every second dauce te

bimaeif, sud letting li ardor col witb 91 nigbul" asis erald, lu a tone that admitsa
rapidity quit. utartlng-"* wbat in ho when of ams.bl delay ln the auswering. Hia mol.
plsoed lu cuua iso iwtb aur grand aId sucholy vyas, deep sud datk sud full of

wcinan! Sh." -(Mra. Coatello, ta vit) "lui meuruful posalbilitlca, are burnaing iute
& poeta dreman." ,,hors.

" A poet'e sal 1htmnare, il Yen like," maya "WIiU Doris lue timav?" as abs, lcttlng
Clchampi allday," as ber pretty fragile fingera fait claaped farta

" 1Shes beauon tbe bhm U", ssler la, sud r&aing qusinig t A
Dicky. «"1 called avoir te 'qal i, Ifyu il iesit Ibat wi oee very
tb. moraîlng, sud chanelad te sec ber; snoba thlng. t
a happy chancel1" Ai tblhsa Y&te àr. 44Ob, that 1" ab@smaya. Her lips part ln
Desmout!, vise, witb ber partuer, Lord
Cloutart, is standing near lm. -I Iather ahoeavialy simlis, ahu* =ovec bier graceful

everameat fudlg mmeitammdoni ii sechildau ligure lu a noëtllng fashion a% degrie
noble a proeoe, I conte. 1 feit nerveus, *M0 te ni, sla bare a 11C ag imfl
and a atrange longng te eut ad rn situait aa~ sud laube gle bad, haovercame- me. Odd, valai't it? I ral1lied, e.am BY, bai lsaigy foarnth.i
bowever, suficlently te addres ber bybler an.o "I ah ould rials atv-e,-uda fori.
atbuatrboos titI., sud te ay ber anmeuta ask eti ol u vnDra a1gr.0Uttie complment as any rldyun - But-" She heaitateas nervoulsdb

O=ce bfr tammnsmic.At hîi a ai uIl brous upl*.td su for.
evorprouce bearoloin IlBut would it ho kln of me! She

Impoeber mimd was illed ulîlu wortliier i acm th
maeters, bocanu %he declied te me~ kt miaid ta me, juat betoe w. cm, ta I us

tth le sort et teld me-wel--to-ta ge net te maile inyse ren-aaniable with Amy-
eu*," maya Mfr. Broute, with a burat of-no, body, because o ople are always unkind,
net indignatlcn-mnlrth 1 and might say i wa-was flirting. Thiey

The moins are grewing cre'wded, thegh, iiht ssii "-nnocently-I vas fhrting
Dot te the. agony.uroaure of ai town crowd ft Ïeu, perhapt."
and programmes have been brought te timat Il Na," maya Buirke, trowningly; thon bis

ztg htif net filied nov byiilDvi moad changea, sud th. ment grevons de-
sta~ehat hey ilb overjection tsthe b p lace ot hlu abort.lived

i1Ld .nut upl.ronaiiltr anger. Il thmy did, il would net hoe truc,
aujoevredvit Brsaei lcesudviel Weuld. Il, b. May$, clo.ing lais fingers over

dismnonds on throat andbeasaandams, l berveaiugln. braibwudra
l.oitiug lovely-sud culon ai lovly-'but ~vr ab
amilelua. The marquis, regarding bier "!'--r Geraid, wbat a question 1" A

orlticsly th.ough turttvoly, toIla himiel ho vistful. expression desolatea bier lovoly oyes.
would gladiy se bier more mirthfnl. Ilu She sigbm, ui turna a litho avay tram in.
gpite of the berringas, or thme whisky, or "Muet Y ou asi me thati?" abe £&Y@, le.
vhatover it; vas,"1 ho &&,yu Ia hirnself, "as proeehtully. "Oh, rel do net tisani It!
inigimtasow bondere-sso Sa ee But vhy mako Doria unbsppy? Should 1
ofthem=e l Nething betisys tio hie. a not give np aven the greateat joy 1 know ta
lape *ute nature." &ave ber a moment'u uneasinees 'I"

)Lr.Uosmondislu lu nas; MissPriseilla *'Yeu are su aie," maya Burke, with
sud Misa Pmnelope Blake. -uho camne vith emotien
bor, ln juerlMry satin; Ki llanthe hi h. "I*mnot Ihaveu'tanywings,". .~lie&

ai pest . don't mean te inainuate Ç, ahe, chilidby shsklng bier pretty cmas!
tIbis thst the mantie et"I bigla Jollity"l abat unlil AUl ber short boom. yeilew curba stem te
bas talion upon ber l bier only covering, laingh with lhcr.
beesas bier çovxi bua came straiglat tram I thinie you ame Se bov ood Yeu are

Worth, sud as a =&ryal of its Ieinc1. te tbat aId maïs, Sir Watkyn Wyldo. Who
Vers, in would listen te bis tvaddle go svcetly As

"CIod &Un whmuite. test soenis a virin boa Yu *
mo vot li Lbeme tat y. would veu l"le ia very goed te me," saya Vera, open.
S0200 aise mhê "dbcn ing bier large myrna te their tucsanasu tri.

In trulli, witis bar sot t smufle sud rapt ayez, gimg abaently with lher ton.
abce ommasimnet angellc. sis. lsa saien I That, of canrse. But your manner ta
boiiel au aId sud wltbered mnu, droese blm"-wilb loving apprecitionof ttgenllo.
axllflcially in yeutmfnl Clotimg vitla a vieu noua-" la the prtti ;t thuing I ever saw. it
et der-:Ein# abs publie nt the obliet timat la more than klnd aieyen."

tbe sluto. 0*2uroeeaore cours sud ton have "»What la?" asies Vers, -. aguoly-.
net be. yel attsined b'y birt. Vers, --ith IlTa spend no much lime bumorlng thie
ber prett y he.-id uplifted, ia liateuing ., tais vaugaries bf au unintrsting old man."
inane tvmjldie witit a flatl.r.ag attention. inabo se cad!

Wlmat ave tter tblng cmii vo bclmold tiun the "Can't yen soc it 1"-iaagbing.
dolicaàte ba image CE ycuth te lgo? "1No,"I saya Vers. Au sbc maya il aSe

lV.r-. l very good te abat laid insu- laugbs. howeoven, but more as oeal et
vamndertully goot!," says M Deataed, through aympathy wili lime mirtm et aimotter
Iooinig acrois at bier. 11I don't hinie 1 tissu frein any approciation et tho joke it-
cure about aid men myécîf. but, apparently self.
ho jeuot ne dull au moast cf thern ; I dare Samo people enlerlng tho reeni at thia
as, boin botter t h b eoks.", mont, MoiLe rimes sud giron lais arum ta

«o neot. io il woem,' ms clou- Veai&. ««Tho talcony la ceo1er tmon Ibisil
turf, gboornily. ' Once ho atartea s stbjeotml ha mays ta ber, lu a 1ev tane, leading lier
uothlng Wilt stop lms. WVe have ail tricdl thither.
te do lt-talking it lu turus for the laut As tlmcy atep on te II, bath, looieing backe
vocie-but vithoxit sueccan. lie carnes Ont ase Doris ln tho doorvay bcyaud, taig t
bais argumtnt te ite dreary end. HO àa & Lark Prodenici Grayle.
abocking aid mmii. Hie bas got a veice bika t-"loy very prettl yolr alater la booLing
a ccmn.crulee." te.night?" saya Box e, involuntarily.

"1Te maligu the abseut la au evil deedp, Il1 alwnys tiik it is saylug ne litl ta
says Dioky, soemiy . Il t loantvwillnmot &&,y Doris inspretty," maya Vers. IlTe my
be a prty tait fur Vatieyntla not ta bc mind abcails abeoutitl iuforas Aubcia at
doupiod. ' A goad aid mâin, air, bc will bo hecart, sud what more eau bc sasi il"
talking; s tbey msay, wbu:n the ago il ln, Surpriscd by a sert et passion in bier tane
the vit la o0144' but vimat of that 1 tho mge bîtherto unbeard, Barkao glancea at bier
la lu at &Ui events. Thot in the principai bstily lier ayez arc fixed upon Lady
ting. Ho bau gat tbe pull ot ns thero:- Clour! ho, cala, suda eately ln the
very foet ufDs =a date bacie te the Ark." distant door-vay, le limteniug with palie

utereat ta the.Cima complaisnlumgm about the
ieu.pymnon of renta.

Ves f:ua. la full et s wondornog tender-
oeau. Lt occura te tme ýouon mon watehlng
ier thuat -wbeter ah. ho l'baud or ftc" te
~upid, theris lies within lier a depth et love
or tla elIer mîstair tbst fou other affections

mnld eqomal.
They are standing ont lu the lght now,

eîtb the gardons below thoan, andi the rear-
ngo et b distant eceau sanding madly lu

heur cars. Undnted by ils groator ma-
Coty, a 11111e stream riear by cronne londlly
La it tumnblea cvr ila rocks and st-once.

,%bave tbeum the Il antletng umoon" ilfa ait-
ing lu silrnt state, witb all bier twinkling
atclltcs sround ber. A baby ivind, avece.
vila cool doliglita, la rnshingR gisyly bither
imd thiimer, uow roveling lu the tremîulens
;reting o eth lm eafy ahrube, nov pîaying
amorously wltb ltme riotons yeibow lociea an
Ferais daînty hrsd.

Burkee, withbhis darie melancly cyci
sbened n pen lier face, l blînd ta the
eanty et a&l arund bun. Of baite one great

avermaatering pasion bas fillcd bis seul tia
the exclusion et& albosuer camotions. To liais
.bildiah tbing standing bostide hlm ho bal,
'iven blum»f vbth a terrible bsoblutec"u,
e bave sud te bold at bier good pleuure.

Ther. la but on''e eosÎffl on eartm.»

Sbo ln abis vor 111e, bis bout belcved, bis aU 1
Inte thme Uttle bonds nov reating clasped
before ber lu a pretty langorouis attitude,

me bas teven lbe ri h est treasures et hlm
bat bu expended heu? AU thimnl-
tombe passion af wbica is pasalonate nature
i capable lu hors, ta ne with as aIme wil.

"Ibme s bis me,.
Ilie occau te Cthe river cl hie tbougli
Whieh tormlnated &Ii."

And, yet, dot& the love laltn Thuis la the
tbought that at titmon psrolyzes a&U bis Iaope.
The inteuaity et bits affection lu lu a direct
ratio te the lutenalty ot bis doubt. She
amules skpen bacm; thora in ne reasen whv
loemaboula holieve bier anythung but happy
'thon alane vith ber; as new, bier fingers
bavo lait lu bi sud siiovu no deairo for
freedýon, msny a timo and oIt, sud yet "lime
oid, oIc! pain ot eartmil l tiormenting hlms
cour. se keen la ils torture timat involun-
tarily bie stretches ont bis banda te bier, as
though bomeeclig grace.

" My dsrhing," ho maya, braleenîy, "'mae
me sure i gir. me lUfe."

"0 f wimat scuall I mako Yen sure?2" aù2 s
ahip. wilu a anale thaI muakos ail ber wiîte
tesâth gbesa lu the moenligbt. l'bc tender
gicu that a moment sInce hadl boaulified
ber face as abc leaieed at Doria la gono. 6h.
is nov again lhe aeemingiy tboughleas,
boveable, ùmirtbtul chibd.

Il0f 7our lave," maya hoe, vilh a touching
Csin2MtMe$g.

" In trulh, I de net thine 1 know vimat
love msas," rotuns ah., vlth au enchant-
iog Uittle grimace "«Wmat la it, thon, this
loveT A foyer ?--su unrest? Sa thcy telI
me, tboie untorlumîstos vbo bava givon in
teoit. But Ite nofever. At-nigbtlealeep
liCe a very dormeuse. No; ses me smrne
thingcs.

"'era la noliming ciac. Your lave la mny
aIl. The louer thinga bave talIon tramt me,
I bave only my choiceof lite or death."1

"«One vould tini-eu envre ou yeur
triai fer meurder," says Ver3, idly. "La my
gloroles basthiug'? Hfoc, I ani fruid
shonldu't ara asie Yen ta huttan tii top
buten for me. Bot il ai! comae umdouc."1

Sho hu drawu quite close ta bain, sud
bas laid bier baire a.mi within lis baud ta gel
tue glova arraugu3d. SuIs samiling up ino
bis face vllb a witchery ail bier ovu. ibis
banc! tigbtcSî ou tho auowy flish.

44Vecru, anar oer me," ha sys, in a loir
lt limat vibrato, vilh emotion.

Theo mmail mont oitaido"ie nov dcmrtcd;
thoy are virtually ahana bcnealh the milonit
stars.

"Wli'at am 1tasay ?"
"lSay ut lesat tuaI I arn more ta yen thon

anyan criao.l"
" I dou'lbknow how much yen are ta any

omna eIsc" Thora is notbing lu .hcr gcntly
puulcd face te show -wletiicn sa lias val

folly niiauudcratood bina, or whctlaor ber
mustake la gentiane.

"Ajre ethermnculbos te you ilamIsi 2"
asi Burkee, stcadily.

"4Oh, that !" aime aaya. Thon aime latigi.
4 'Viat a slly questIon! D ut yeaa are m'ery
siîîy, yon Luow : yen are aimat as siîîy as
I amn."i

'l That lin ne answar.'1
"«No! lan't il? MWell, yen, timon; et

célurse you are more te me than other men,
No one la se klnd au you. But thon"I-
thoug;htfully-<' I know no few. Sir Wat.
kyn nlght bce; but ho lasa olad. Lt finit
gond ta bo old, il ft 1"

"Gîvo tre prot that yon liko me bout."1
lProof 1" Sho shakes ber hecad, and

looks voguuly Dil round lier au if seeklng for
Inspiration to aatiafy this difficult dcmsiand.
7 lion nt at lier flyoa corne back t4e lis.

X"ViIi this do " £ho saya, softly. "X'ou
maky Lien niy boud 1"

Sbue holdo out ta hm ene of thoso prett 1incuibers as abc saya this, drawing hersel
howovcr, a little away fram liim as %ho doce
80.

WVitlî quick deliglit lic stoapas hiecesdl,
sud kisesa mot on! y the little hand lh fields,
but the suft naked main abore the glove. A
hundred tiancs lie Miss it, mer ever aeema
te have euough.

Laying ber hand upon hMa bout bead, die
pushes hsain gently lxmok (rem lier.

"lDena't est me," ail gays, ln a satt, c.
quettielsi whlqpmt IlI have givon niy pied:
are you not aatisfledl 1"

IlNc,"-boldly. "lMany a enao-that
,lm cring C Id idiot lnsido, SIr Watkyn-
migbt dore a Icis your hond ; I would bo

more blessed than they. Darling, untll you
tell nie yen love me I cannot bc happy."

"Be liappy, thon. I do love yen," gay"
Vers, calaiy. "WNhy should In-ot 1 Are
yen nait my fricnd 1"

"INo- ?bat! Your lover i Friendahiphl
a word toi) poor for the expression of my
thooghts toward yen. My belevei my

avcot sweetheart ! wbat làange could cou-
voy ta yenu the full mncaning of oh love that
bumas wlthin me for Yeu ?"-drawing ber
neurer te hM, and trying vainly te read lier
charmuing ingenons faco,-"lyou wili learn
te love me in roture, maili yen net!"

IlI love yeu now. Hanve I net saidi it"
%bu murmure, equably. IlAnd yon are my
friend, no maitter wliat vou say. Thoat la
what 1feel yen are ta meào; thatila hat I
tee] 1 arn te yen." There is perbaps the
fainteat possible stress upon the latter as-
sertion. 1 But va have beeu ber. a long
trne, have wepot? Corne," alipping bier
fingera with childiab grace inte bi,-" take
nie back to-Doris."

The fi-st slow boa of a square dance are
coming te thein sbowly through the open
vindow.

"lNet yct," says Gerald, detaisai'g ber.
"Grant me crio lttie monment y et, before I

reaigu yen te those within. Vers, do net
lce me thua caldly. I have laid baie ruy
vMr seul ta yen:- does that cont for math-

ýVitls a mcvement as gentle soilt la tender,
bcenudcnly takes bier ieta the Warin a*npltcr
of bis ara sud bolde bier fondiy to bais

beating beart.
IlSaisie day 1 knme abholi Win yen," ho

say's, glad certainty in bie veice. "lSay yen
think ti eec."

"At your cornmsd 2" asies the, vitha a

set tly, slowly, wl ber fae dangereusly
close ta his. lier vaice lu at ail timsuo full
ef music, buw and thrilling ; but Dow there
is a suspicion of tenderneas ln it that en-
bauces ito cbarm, a bundred*foel '%%' arc
told

"The devil hstb net. ln &Il blé quiver'. eboie,
Au &r for otibe bouft Ut. a swett yolm~"

And ctrtainly Vernis is tipped with subtie
poison. "At your commsind 2" ahe &%a
again, scîng lie accs net auaswer, ber min-
uer meaning en much, lier ivords wheu siltca
se littie.

"«At riur communal tîmen," asserts lie,
feeling a stranga dcifjht in croc this mack
mazter- ovcr se price cs a possession.

IlVcry Weilb; thexi I Zay ' I tîmink se,
tee,"' inurmursabh, pîayfully. "At'nd noir
-ca.me."

"lielore yen go, Von, Lissmeanco,"l Msa
Bizke, dIttainim lierby ovcr se oligbt un

offert, iind growaug dcndly paile concsth the
tell tale raya o! tbo moon.

For a moment aho hesaitates; thon, car-
ried awny perbaps by tbo eloqueuce of his
look and tome, ase 3-iclas.

IlIf it will tmal-e yen. happier, mny frienil,"
aime saya, tranquiily.
Il Iappier 1'

Lifting bier armas, ho laye thora round lus
necie, sud thon ho Mlse bier. Periaps hie
hîcavon lu thon ! WVho c= telli? It la ntl
lcaut, 1 thinle, tho liearcat, approach ta it ho
over knewra.

And yet wbaat is it. al ter ai, this trivial
action, thaté buas uddcniy tranamltea lii
upirit te the 1lorioas hclghte et Olympus.

" Wbsts a ktu2" sliks morne OI 'wrlter.
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