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istant pl the Grand had asarfeit of comedy last week,

10 better yor l\aoday, Tuesday and Wednesday ovenings

rof these e J.pan's Trabulations® drew good audiences,
and was thoroughly enjoyed. The pluy is
Firredstibly funny, and was produced by a

gool company.
0n Thuraday evening thoamateur Christy
astrels accapicd tho boards. Tho theatre
s tilled to overflowing, many being con.,
foellal to stand i tho aisles and passages
urtog the entire performance.  The audi-
ence was composed of tho elite and fashion of
thecity, and was most appreciative, as the
Mu:mber and ficquency of the encores fully
demonstrated. A great many of the songe
4227 were new, and the local hits and jokes
of tne end men avounded with true and ori-
gostwit.  Lhero were between thirty and
faty prople upon the stage and where ali
did w well it would be impossible to men
ton namis wathunt appearing partial,  As
sminstrel perfonnance it was in many re-
s &cts much aheud of professional troupes,
33d only oc- axionally was it possible to dis-
cover that the performers were amatours,
“A Cold Day when we get Left,” produc-
ex Frulay and Saturday, isa new comedy of
tieridiculously funny order.  Somo of the
onedisn<are very talented, and mako the
met of the huinorous situations with which
the piece ab sunds,
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out therefore pills jood one. and Mulloon and Mulcahsy,
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T0 OORRESPONDENTS,

Mrs. E A. O, Cit_y.——Thnnks 3 hopo you
will bo succeasful,

Mns, A. E, D,, Kettloby.—Thanks for
story. Trust it will ind favour with com.
mittee.

G. A. G., London.—Mnny, many thanks
for your favors, They will always be ap
preciuted,

could, pcrlnana, tind & place for tho MS. sent,
if you so desire.

L. L. Cuarsan.—~The Bible qutestions you
suggeat uro good, and we may yet use them,
but caunot do so just now,

E, P., Dixon, IIl.—Thanks for your sug:
gestions and offer.  Just now our ongaye-
ments aro such that no mew ones can be
entererd into,  We may be glad to do so at
some time,

AntPupn. Co., Warren, Pa.—Tho lists you
refer to would not bo of any service to us.
Will be glad to advertise for you on a re-
gular business basis. Possiby ‘your art sup-
plies could be utilized,

H. D. J., Vandalia, 11l.—It is not possible
to keep travo of tha prize storics after they
pass iuto the hands of the committee. The
tortunate ones are handed in for publication,
but tho rest are not kept.

E. 31.~Tho ovils of the practice you refer
toaro of a very scrious character, und lead
to many cages of ineanity, as well as other
diso ses.  You had better contult a goud
rchable physician, and lay your case plainly
before him.

M. E. W., Florence.~We have moro
literature on hand of the kinds you refer to
v an we can make usc of for some tume to
come. Thanks for your offer, but it is not
worth the while to send them here, under
the circumstances.

Muns. C., Coldwater.—If Isend another
tid-bit and another fifty cents will it beopen
for competition and my own timo eatended
beyond the three months for which the en?
closed will pay? Yes; anyono can send
any number in competition, provided the
necessary half dollar for extending term is
encloaed,

S. 7 ., Pinkerton, Ont.—Please tell me
in y .rcorrespondents’ column in Trurn
how twelve oz of beautiful dark brown hair,
fine quality, twenty sin sncles long, and
cut from the head when in perfect heal b,
is worth? How much should I get for it,
t send it to the manufacturers in hair
gonds in Toronto? About §4.50, or more
still if it is of uniform length.

Mus J.E. W, Guelph.—)our story re
ccived all right, and _much regret that your
“Winmng Card " did not win. The Com-
mitteo use their best judgment, but cannot
manage to pleasc all.  The k you refer
to is familiar to us, and would do gooi
service for temperanco if we could use it,
but it is 80 largo a8 to require much more
spazo than can bo given for some months to
come,

StnscrisER.—~The Fcnplc of the countny
have just as good u chance to obtum any o1
all of the prizes as those of the city. So far
as tho first prizes aro concerned,” the ques
tions are first published in the papera at «
distance, and TwiTin itsedf 18 mailed
country subscribers a day or two in advana
of its distribution in the city, The fact is
the Toronto peoplo complain a goud deal
that thoy hardly get a fair chance with
those at a distance.  The middle and after
rewards arc open to all on equally fair
terms,

D.B.6G “Kindly let moknow through
TruTit how to mako Irench cream can
dies.”  Aus,--A leading confectioner in
Taronto su{\plics us with the following re-
cciqo “Mix the finest powdered augar
with glucose and a little extract of vanilla
in o bowl, aud working them together in
the samc manner you would mix the whites
ot cggsand sugar for naking icing, only
thess must bo worked in sufficient to form
2 softish paste or dotgh that can bo rolled
into small balls with the hands, Thesoe are
to be afterwards dipped in melted clincalate
and laid on paper until tho chocolato von-
centrates.”

Itis impo&iblc. however, to inako nvally
oo eandies of any kind without o good

deal of actus? oxpericnce,
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Fortixe Canny, Stratford. — Thanks; we |1

J. H. A, asks:—I am a subscriber to
your valuable magnzine, Truti, and I have
also recoived a prizo in No. 11 Bible Com
i)ctition, for which I roturn many thauks,

feol & great intorest in reading your valu
ablo mugazino.na Ithinkit has improved very
much since I beeame a subseriber, and T
think oneof the best improvements inTruTu
is tho corrcapondents’ column. see
people nsking questions from timo to time,
snd [ huve ono also to ask, which I trust
will receive your-consideration: ‘To whom
shonld application be made by & young man
wishing to get position as letter-carrier in
Turonto, and what pay do they get?  State
if references would bo reqrired.—Apply to
T. C. DPatterron, Postmaster, {our
application woull he of no avail, we are
atraid, unless endorsed by one or more of
the city members of Parliament.

The Dominion Alliance.
To the Editor of The Mail,

Sir,—Your readers may by thistime be
convinced that I feel no sluggish fnterest
in tho prohibition movement. and though
I have neither money or votes wherewith
10 opposo it, I am not without hope that
my words may stir up to a moro_active
opposition those who have both. The ze-
portin your columnsof vhe proceedings of
the Douminion Alliance gathoring in
Toronto lately suggests some reflections,
which I present for the consideration
of all who are concerned in this matter
ono way or tho othor, I will candid-
ly confess that I was not drawn to
reading tho report by observing the
presonco of o porsunality which will b
suflictently described as the embodiment
of **awootness and light,” and who tailed
not in his accustomed charitles of speech
towards those who have the great com-
fort at not being on his side. ~ The alli-
anco meoting may convince the public
that the prohibitioniasta are animated
by a fanaticism that will not casily be
folled. This fanaticiam hss sprung ap-
parently from the religions conviction
that alcohol is, in se. ** a veritable dia

1| bolical deril.”  Tho belief has bean pro

duced and atrepgthened by tre lying lit-
crature of this party, retsiled as it is
through thoe country by reckiess and 1g
norant spocters. But whatever the ori-
gin, lot the public remombor that relig-
10us fanaticism is not a8 power to bo des.
psed 1t 1s in itsolf most potent, and
for this aubsdiary reason too, that its
strong carrent gathors tho unenthusiastic,
+ho_indolent, the iguorant, the goody-
goody, who think 1t mce to go in mith a
vaunted philanthropic movement—till
tho momeantum of t.is social conglomer
ute becomes irresistible. But those who
caro for frcedom, reason, morahty will
have to bestir themselves if thoy
would anticipato such a result, It
won't do to say, Oh, it is a fight
between the crazg prohibitionists and the
Licet sed Victuallors ; who caros for it!
Nor will it do tor easy-going peoplo to
say, It isa crazu; it will wear itself ont
It may, but it is likely to do no small
mischiof in many directions ero that
consummation bo reached ; and on, the
other hand, it is no matterof conjecture
that fanaticiam, onco 1t is hallowed by
religious conviciion, does not 80 rcadx];
dicout. The moat porversoand fantastic
beliefs live on, are clung to tenaciovsly,
and long work a full measure of miechiof.
Aftor 30 yoars, for oxample, prohibition
is mado a part of tho constitution of
Maine, inspite of amplo rcason_sgainst,
as wo ahaﬁ presontly ace. No, if a
prohibitionist saw drunkards in our
streots as thick as paviag stones in apite
of a prolbitory law, he would atill ro-
ligiously beliove in prohibition. I expect
no hearing from such ; but ono may hope
to warn thoso who aro not yot caught in
that truo maolstrom of intoxication—the
Dominion Allianco. Surely there novor
was a country with tho least tincturo of
onlightenod freedom where such a bare.
faced attempt at tyrauny was made on
the liborty of rcasonable human baings.
Woro it auccessful in this, my adopted
country, I protest beforo all t.ho_world 1
should foel it an indignity tollve Tnit, and

were I 8 younger man would abandon {4
with scorn. 1say, then, to my fcllows,
do not huvedlesaly abandon this conflict
to the prohibitiunists and the trade, It
18 your battle—the battle of your freedom ;
the resistance to an ignominious yuke.
Tho trade may be easily enough crushed
hetweon the upper mill-stous of aggressive
prohibition and the neither mill-stone of
non prohibitiomst inertia, and many of
the retailers, tho tail.end of tho trade,
well deserve it. 1t is thelr evil arts snd
their disorderly houses that have pro.
voked this determined assault. This must
bo admitted, whilo fair people regrot tho
unjust and unmitigated reproachos hoaped
on the whole class, many of whom are
as worthy as any other class, aud yot have
been along told in the mosy charitable way
and by the most charitable poople,
to go to the dovil. It is no greas
wonder if some of them have been
influonced by the exhortation or the com-
amnd. I think it ought acrivusly co bo
considered that tho grievous disorders of
mauy llcoused houses should not be all
laid on the publicans’ shoulders. In hon-
est troth the wholo community must share
the blume, Petitioners, electors, msgia-
atrates, councillors, have cared too little
for the characters of porsons licensed ;
and the temperanco people have
thought it too insignificant a matter
'o put the existing laws In force,
flaunting their bold motto—Aut Cresar
aut nikil /' But a* any rate Professor
Foater, the prohibitionist Mercurius, has
laid all partics under obligation by his
plain and honesat apeech. He tella pro-
hibitioniata thoy must, 1f successful, pro-
pose to mako up the deficit of the revenus
by direct taxation—that is, as Sir Leon-
ard Tilley calculates, 815,000,000, But
Mr. Foster omita other items which even
& poor country priest can see ; for ex-
ample, the municipal licenses, and, above
all, the cost of an Immensely increased
machinery for the execution of a law,
<houtd it pass, to which a large portion
f the country will b irreconcilably hos-
tilo, and to which the best citizens will
yiold but the mrreat passive obedienco.
I would add, on my own privatecanvle-
101, to the costs, a larger amount of food
consumed, and much hsrder work for
3oy a poor stomach.  Well) tho cost, if
fairly stated, wili become a test of sin.
cority. We have heard of the Carleton
srmers as ready to withdraw their
«ames from tho Scott Act petition when
ho brewers refused to buy their harley.
If they were really in earnest would they
-oll it? Would they grow it? Is not
orohibition very much in their own
power? Amnother reflcction has  been
-uggested by the late successes of the
Scott Act. How can this be considered
a drunken country when  m.jorittes,
-ome of them so large, ¢an bo obrained
fora prohibitory law? Woere the senti-
wment and practico of the majority tn
huse cases quite ineflicaclons without
mechanical r.atmint? But tbis point
needs clucidation, which 1 fancy it will
have boforo long. Already it may bo
gaessed what a mero haundful of votcs
have usurped the power of a moar despo-
ic rule, and when it ia clearly pereeived
{ am of upinion there will ba sume soricus
covulsion of fevling. 1 ¢nd now with the
promao of a shortor lettor the noxt time,
but ovo which will have cost mo moro
trouble than any I havo writton, aud ono
which it wilt coat the alllance mors trou-
ble to anawer thau ueual, for they systo-
marically evaao any answer to facts and
figures, and of such my lettor will mainly
coneist,
Yours, &z.,
JOHN CARRY.

Port Perry, Jan. 24,
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