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A DEATEZ IN A HOSPITAL.

"Have not you got any of you r friends
Qffining to see you to-day, David t" 1 asked
otie Sutiday afterueeu of àin old mnu who
hiy at tue 1111r-away end of'a long surgical
vuard, sud by whoes idü I stili sat solitary,
long after ovtry oLbcpr t'ed Iiad its comple-
mient of outer-weorld faces gatliered arouud

No cliurchg<>ing had there beno for Me
that calai briglît day of res, for the warda
were full of cid:cal casesl, net te be safelv
Jeft, ev'en for an hour. And yet, though
1. feit the deprival-ion with regret, I Nvas
not sad; for 1 too had lad My boly work
te do, and »-n. satisficd. What better
enn any of us wvishi for. Suntlay or week-
day, than juîst the particular task to do
that God gives us, each at its own partieti-
lar heour? The old man whoni I now
-Ppoke to ivas one of the critical cases. A
very àld mian lio wn's, over whose white
bond lad pasied the suocesesý, the disap=
pointinents, the diasters of eig hty-seven
yearg,-d-(oing their work, in that lie was
met dismaytcI a t deatb, ner unprepared to,
nieet it. le bad been brouglit to uý a
few days since, suffering froni a severe
Rcident, eue of the frequiut misehances
of iruirrn old age in the hurry of the
crowded stxeets, and frorn the want of
vitality lu the patient's systen, there lad
been frein the finist but little hope of lis
ultimate recovery. Secondary ha>oior-
ha-me had sfice corne ou, and it Was 110W
onfy a question of a day mo re or less as te
the old man'11s lire. A daughter, a son-fn-
law, aud il couple of neigîbou2is lad been
to see him severmi tiinesosince bis admis-j
.%ion, but to-day--jusb wvben ho s2emed
inest siiin-I iiaited for them in vain;
and iblis it mas ibat 1 ashked hlm

,,, Bave not you gyot auy of vour friends
comifig te see yen to-day, David V"

The oid man turned bis bine oves upon
me with asamile, Clear blue eyes thEy
were, wlhfeh ,vumed te flght off the clinina.s
of approaching death te the last, 'with
their frauk, childlike lirightness.

"Yes,-I'ýe got a V eahscorneI
te Se me," he said. Rad his lo'%, slowL
utterance betrayed bis rapidly increasing a
feebleness ;--' lia corne te see rne---every c
day-4his eighty years Past tiud mzQ4- i

Tho oidest Ftcnd .l'vo gots end- t1o trueet
cornes te me to-day, nnd maye, 1 Hencefertlh
there is laid up for thee, à crewn.' Thank
the biesqsed God, 1 was ueyer 5eparatçd
fren lm ene whole day, though l'vo
Oîfin fallen away from Hlm for a bit-
nover Hoe fretin n."

Fie paused, i'vhule that saine happy, con-
fident smile ihgain lit 11p his whole face.--
Tben bis manner changed slightly, qnd
tooic a benign, almost pntriai'chal, 'air as
he turncd te mne. IIAnd 1 pray that H-3
may lie your friend, fassie, tee, as Has bas
been mine. «Yoi've been Very kind te me,
my dear, an eld man and a stranger. 1
pray that Hie May iay up a crovl for yen,
aud be your frieud now sud foe ever. 1
cau't wieh yen better. The best friend,-

Wt us every day. Yes, yes, My dem-,
1Ive had my friend carre te, qS me."

As I made soe reîi-I do net Dow,
remember what-h la fiice took yet another
change; lie sank back exlîauste.1- w.*th th>
effort ho bad made. and prasently began
lu very, Very feelile toues te talk in a wan-
dering way of' his Canadian oxperionceîl.
For it seenied that ha had lived dutring
the grentest part of bis life in Upper Cana-
da, and had undertaken the voyage to,
EnglIaud ,-a long expedition fer a n
of has age,-to ses once ngain bis yeungest
and favonrite chiid, Oauadian-lsorn, but
nowmarried and settled in London.

Liter in the afteruoon she came in,
having been deiayed by soins trivial
cleinestie accident, with Wir husband an(l
child; superior people allof thein, like thr.
Oid man, and in speeh and manner morm
refiuetd and educateil than meat of rny
patients. But the old =n, thougli ho.
juite knew ber, coula net againgather up
his failing po%,ers for any coeinected effort
of theouglt or speech.

And se we ail sat, awed andi quiet,
tlirough tha-ttlong Suudny afternoen. The.
'hapIain came, aller he.bad coSw-uded bis
isual ministu ations lu the ivards te these un-
tble te quit their lieds, te see old David, te.
,vhom nt bis own request ho had the pro-
iieus day given the I-Iey Commnnion-
3ut the old mn, uncenscieus of the reni-
les immediately surreiinding him, waa
Lbsorbed lu p33t m-oolIctiens; lest in bis
>wn happy, chidlike theuglit, aud listeu-

nabove au,1 thi-ough sUl hi% Vaidrin


