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BOOKS

AND NOTIONS.

quantitics FREL. After the three months
have expired and dealers have thoroughly
tested the value of these advertisements, a
charge of one cent a word will be made,
this 1s very hbttle over the actual cost of sett
ing up the advertisement.

1 want all of you to make good use of this
liberal offer.  Before it escapes your mund
stit down and wnite out a hst of vour wants
and forward it.

The pattern sheet for a penodical check-
ing hist sent i by Mr, Board has many ex-
cellent pornts to recommend i, and 1 want
dealers to exanune 1t carctully and suggest
mprovements and alterations 1 do not
think it aceds any explanations

M. Rothwells le'ter, in another column,
15 full of good suggestions, and there are
many valuable points in his checking books
1 don't ke s adea of a pass book for even.
g papers in which both dehivening and pay-
ment1s secorded and which is kept by the
delivery bov whoas also collector 1 want
to sec the checking done i the store.

Mr. Robinson, of Belleville, who has also
had large expenience i the news business,
favors us with a descnption of Ins svstem,
which 1s 1 many important particulars quite
dificrent from anytinng 1 have before heard
of, and which has the ment not only of or-
wginality, but of pracuical usefulness. 1 am
partcularly struck wath s “Slate™ sdea and
think 1t will hase to be embodied 1 our new

svstem.
As our cheching buek should be wssued in

March, 1 want alt of vou to ga carefully
through the detters, add headmgs i this
month’s issue and Jet me hear from you with
supgestions and cnticisims so that we way
have evervtlhing i complete shape for next

month.
A great mamy orders have alreadv been

tecaved to forward one of the books st as
soon as completed and send the Wl The
publishers propose somecthwyg better than
this, they will deliver a FREE COMY 10 overy
pad subscnber to Books awp Nortans
PNL As soon as s sened  Thas s a most
hberal wdea and desenes the thanks of the
trade.  The publishicts of BooKs aND No-
11088 sav that thev owe this 10 their sub
senbers in retum for their many kind words
and acts Inllustration of which, they <av,
that three travellers from whaolesale book
and stationery houses reported dunng Iast
week that the dealers everywhere were en
thusiaste suppotters of Boaks g No-
TEONS and took pains o mpress upon all
commieraal men the necessity of bemg well
advertned in their favonte paper

I any of my readers have not pad up, let

them da <o befure net manth <o that they
may recene the chiedhing book as soon as
published.

SCHOOL-BOOK PRICES.
The whoolbook trade i this + v wa-

some ume ago throws o temporan de
order by the itrusion mroat of the denent

3. Wallace, N. T. Wilson, Donald Bamn and
J. B. McLean. Letters were read from Pres-
went Sharp and W. Middleton, regretting
that they would not be able to attend.

The tirst matter considered was the send-
tng of the deputations to wait on the bo-
minion Government regarding the duty and
the postage on periodicals.  As 1t was e
ported that another deputation of printers
was about to go to Otiawa asking for anin-

of price-cutting.  The introduction of tlus
demorabzing practice was not traced to any
boukseller or stationer, but was found to be
the work of certain general traders, whose
stock contained no books but those used in
schools.  These traders undertook to draw
trade to the goods they mamly dealt in, by
the low prices at which they sold school
books. The bouks they could afford to sell
at cont for the sake of the sales  other ines,
sales that would not be so numerously creased duty on periodicals it was deaded
brought about 1f it were not for the demand 1o postpone action for a few days.
for broks  Tu nearly cvery famuly sc hoo]/\'hc proposal of the Munster of Educa-
books have to be bought, and many errands,/ tion toantroduce a law at ‘hf’ request of the
10 the store are necessitated by the periodi-  Toronto School Board, permitung wmuniaipal-
cal schaol wants of the boys and girls. To  ities to supply school books and  requisites
many fanbies thase wants are costly, and free of cost to public school cluldren was
any means of making them less expensive s thoroughly discussed, and it was finally de-
gladly embraced  Such a means s furnished  arded to call a eeting of the Toronto retanl
by the generaldealer who sells school books  trade to consider the question.
at east He knows that the schoul buok It was stated that Wm. Bryce had opened
trade, if once captured for unuself, will apen aretail store on Yonge street dunng the
mny households for the staple arucles of hohdays, and had sold goods at auction at
his stock  He will keep school books, not  less than he had supplied the trade with,
that he wants to injure the booksellers, but  The matter was referred to the Toronto trade
that he wants 1o <cll the reaily essenual  to deal with.,
gaods of lus own proper class ofmerchandise. Mr. Irving drew attention to the fact that
Itis hard 10 say to what degrec of injury  the trade owed much to Mr. Wallace for his
the entting of school book prices might have  suceessful efforts tostop the catting i the
heen carned, if it had not been for the  Prices of school books. He took the matter
prompt measures taken by Mr. Wallace. it hand as a member of the Exccutive Com.
Mr Wallace, who s 2 member of the execy-  hittee, and made an arrangement with Mr.
uve committee of the Baoksellers' and Sta  Bentley, who had started the cutting, to give
tioners’ Assomation, drafted an agreement it up.
whicls made ot landing on subscnbers to sell
school books at butone price, and that the
price fixed by the Fducation Departinent
Ta the Mr Wallace got most of the trade to
subseribe, but what taxed his diplomacy was
the getttng of the siznatures of those  who
sold school books i connection  with some
business other than that of the bookseller or
stationer  This, however, Mr. \Wallace suc.
teeded in domg. and soon had the school-
book trade restored to the sound basis it
omanally rested upon, vz, mtact prices.
This was an impurtant senvice, and Mr.
Wallac e's fellow-tradesmen owe him hearty
thanks for rendenng it The agreement, we
are glad o know, has been kept unbroken
w nearly all re<pects, but there are lately
~ome rumors that copy books are bewng sold
by certun peneral dealers below the regu-
fated price. . We hope that the trade will
not permit & relapse to the state of things
carrccted by Mr Wallace's agreement. The
teduction in the prices of copv baoks 1s the
wmserton of more than the thin edge of the
wedge, and <hould be protested against.

EOOKSELLERS' MEETINGS.

The commttee then adjourned 1o meet at
the call of the chair.

In accordance with the above notice, a

mecting of the retail trade was held on Mon-
day cevening.  Mr. Irving, chairman of the
Executive Committee explained why they
had called the meceung, and left it in the
hands of those present.  Mr. 8. Wallace was
then clected chaimman. There were also
present Messrs, W.S. Wilson, ] S, Plaskett,
F. J. Macdonald, F. Porter, D. Sutherland,
J. 5. Coleman, S. R. Leggott, W. H, Evans
and J. B. Mclean After considerable dis-
cussion it was decided on motion of Mr.
McDanald, seconded by My, Sutherland,
“Tha: the chairman, secretary and Mr
Porter be 2 commiittee with power to add to
their number to obtain information and also
ascertain whether the wholesale trade will
assist in defeating the proposed biil.”
ToMr Wallace suggested the advisability of
organizng 2 Retail Bookscliers' Association
for the city. Scveral men sers expressed
themselves n favor of the idea, and 1t was
moved by F. Porter, scconded by Mr. Mc.
Denald, That Messrs, Sutherland, McDon-
ald and Coleman be a comnuttee with power
0 add to their number to wait on the retail
tradde for the purpose of secuning their co-
operation i forming a local Booksellers” and
Stattoners’ Assogation.

I'he adwurned :nonthly meeting of the
Exccuine Commttee of the Booksellers’ and
Stattaners Assoaation was held at the office
of Books aNn NoTioNs on Mondav after-
noon, Januvary 13 Mr. AL S Iy was i

The question of a wholesalchouse openiny
thic chairand there were alsa present Messrs

an aucton sales room dunng the holiday



