The dalliopenn’’

" dowments wero prostituted to tho ono ardent desire of their own

corrupt hearts—a paricidal zcal to extinguish a scnsoe of Duity.
Waoll might Hall exclaim, with such examples befure him,— *Mi.
sorablo men ' proud of boing tho offspring of chanco, in lovo
with universal disorder ; whose happiness is involved in the be.
liof of thoro bolng no witness of thoir designs, and who arc at
casc only because they supposc themselves inhabitcats of o for.
sakon and fathorless world 1"

But thero has sprung up with the present generation, a host of
cphemeral writors, whose individual cfforts, like the cumponent
parts of tho fourth plague, arc trifling. but whose aggregate .ow.
ot is fearfolly corrupling; for, like the flics, their works are
found throughout the whole latd, in tho huvels of the puor, as
well as fur the abodes of power. * They aro grected at your duors,
in thoir occasional, ur poriodical visits, with a hearty welcome.
They dis?rnco your centro tables, and by their fascinating cha.
ractor hold you, as by a magical spell, and charm you cven
while they proy upon your peace, and destroy your hopes.

- Tho imprez=ions received through these channels, are not only
contrary to sound morals, but opposed to true religinn ; and fos.
tering a sentimental and speculative theology, tcnd inevitably
to skepticism,

II. IMMORALITY, is another alarming tendency of our
modern literature.

To deaden and destroy any of the kind or tender feclings of
the soul, can be no light offtnce against a pure and holy God.
Nor can he be a friend to his race, who, under the petent domi.
nion of sclfishness, "would scatter the withering blight of impuri.
ty over the virtuous pifhciples aud moral seatiments of out ha.
turo, Yet thére a6 those who, coveting reputation rathor than
truth, and fearless of’ Heaven's threatened wo, “call evil good,
and good cvil ; that put darkness for light, and light for dark.
ness ; that put bitter for sweet pnd sweet for bitter " and then
cnjoy, witha high, though malicious relish, the alarm excited by
their gross and wicked perversions.

This open hostility, ‘I!gOchqr,_ is confined to the few, who have
resigned themsolWes tof the wasting desolation which has passed
over all their nobler principles and affections ; while other au-
thors, by their cfforts to enlist our sympathies ia behalf of de-

raved and vicious characters, exhibit a more secret, but not
css inveterate hatred for some of the settled principles of mora.
lity. In this connection, we might again alludd to the works of
Lord Byron, whoso vulgar Don Juan has, perhaps, done more
to corrupt the mind, and weaken the restraints of virtue than
any other book of the prast century ; and whose Childe Harold,
by its cheerless, but sublime misanthropy, has contributed to
the most serious social ruptures, and taught thousands to regard
cvory exhibition of genorosity and friendship as heartless hy-
pocrisy.

But if from our standard literature, we turn to the floating
and fictitious cffusions of less noted nuthors, we shall discover
in them the samo alarming teadency. Their promuseat cha-
racters are invested with peculiar interest, and lauded, though
identificd with the most busc designs. We read of the contri-
vance of some clover sharper to clude justice ; some intriguing
politiclan to accumplish Lis purpose , some ncedy impustor to
succeed in passiug ds an Lowest man; or of an accomplishud
villaln, whose Lift and talents are devoted to the subversion of
female virtus ; and while we gpenly detest their wickedaess, we
fear thtir dotectivalor seureay, applaud theis success. Now,
when it i3 cansidered Low ofien our worldly dnterests place, us
in circumstances in which the desire of the natural Heast is to
sccure a present plensure, it cannot be made a question, but that
our weik principles are in imminent peril from the polluting
recollection of instances in which truth and virtue Lave beon vie
olated, without exposure, or visible retribution.

Or, to viLw the subject in another light, if it be dangerous to
associate with luw characters 10 real life, can it be safc to hold
converse with thom i the sceret “chambers of imagery 7 If
the perfect portraiture be admired, huw can the viiginal be dus-
pised? If “cvil communications,” when orally presented, “cur-
ropt pood nianters,” what rcason have wo to aaticipate a dif-

 forent result when wicked scotimunts are thrown befure us ina
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- moro tangible and permanent form ?

l

HI. MENTAL IMBECILITY s another obvious consc.
quence of our popular literature.  We have before intimated
that tho mind receives s character frum thic objects which en.
gross its thoughts, If they be manly and virtuous, they elevate
and cnavble ; if puurile and mean, their tendency 1s to wenkness
and decay. ‘The capacitics of the soyl arc vast, jts desires
boundless, and its desuiny oternal progressivn.  But if its pow.
crs bo sacrificed to trifles, and its degires fed on funcics, its pro.
gress will be intorrupted, and its destiny turned.

In referenco to the subject now under considuration, wo may
with great préprioty ropeat the question proposed by oue holy
Redvemer in illustrating the infullible test of Christian charactor
—Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thutles I’ In other
words—can wo recasunably anticipate  pleasiog-amd refreshing
fruits from barren and obnoxious weeds 1 Now: such 1s the cha.
ricter of fictitious and wild rumance, that while 1t may please 1t
canuot “profit ; whilo it may geatily the imagination, it caenot
Ln}urgc the heart, and maturv the judgment—The wise man has
said—*The heart of him that nath vaderstanding secketh know-
ledge ; but “the mouth of fools fecdeth on foolishness.” How
abundant then must be the supply of this last class, 1 tho,un.
counted issues of a corrupt press. But, with all their stores,
they perish with a mental famine.

One of our own gified poets'thus describes, in a most inimi.

table and accurate strain of imagery, the feverish and sickening

tendency of such reading upon one of  the sox most prone, per.
haps, to its indulgence. '

“Laok now directed by yon candle’s blaze,

Whoro the falso shutter half its trust betrays—

Mark ihat fair girl, reclining in her bed,

Iis curtains round her polished shoulders spread,

Dark midnight reigns, the storm is up in power,

What keeps her waiting at the midnight hour ?

Seo whero the volamo on ner pillow lies—

Claims Radcliffe, or Chapone, her frequent sighs 1

*T'is some wild legend, now her kind eye fills,

And now cold terror gvery fibre chills ¢ .
Still she rends on,—in ficlion’s lab'roth lost—. R YT e
OF tyrant fathers, or of truc love cross’d, "
Of clanking f-tters, low, mysterious groans,
Blood.crusted daggers, and uncoffined bones,

Pule, gliding ghosts, with fingers dropping gore,
An blue flames dancing round a dungeon’s door.
Still she reads on—seven though to rcad she fears,
And mn cach key-hole moan, strange voices hears,
While every shadow that withdraws her ook,
Glares in her face—the goblin of the book,

Still on the Jeaves hor craving eyu is cast ;

On all sho feasts, yet hungers for the fast,

Counts what remain, now sighs there are no more,
And now csen those half tempted to skip o'er,

At length the bad are killed, the govd are pleased,
f1or thirsting curioaity epoeased,

She shuts the dear, dear book that made her weep,
Puts out the light, and turns away to slcep.” Sersous.

But thesc sad cffects are not coafined to the gentler sex.
What works are occupying the attention and engrossing the
time of vur young men?  Where are the stydeats of Locke and
Reed? Wheore the admirers of Milton and Cowper 7 Where,
among all tho rising guncration, shall wo find worthy represco-
tatiwnes for the stroag-minded and masculine men of past ages ?
Tha places of these have been usurped by Dumas and Sue, by
Bulwer and James, and the carliest deveopment of mind is now
suppressed, and the first kindiings of genias cxtinguished by the
grovailing and desdlating influence of o licentious literature.

Qur last remark is dicected more pasticularly
of religion.

1V. SUCH READING IS FA'L AL TO VITAL GODLI-
NE-8. The Christian warfare contemplates the complete sub.
Jugation of every ovil thought, every wicked desire, and cvery
vwandering imaginativn.  ‘The noble aim of every pious heart is,
tv bring *into caplivity "ciery thought unto the obedicnee of
Christ.” But huw numcrous and powcerful are the devices of
ihic great adversary to dufat us in this protracted and painful
cuntest! To accomplish his hellish purpose. every channel of
influencq is. carrupted, and cyery discuvery, inscience, with cvery
pragression in art, is made subscevient to lhe iaterests of big.
fallen empire. A cheop and promiscuous literature, however,
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