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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS.

A TEXT-BOOK OF HYGIENE. A comprehensive trea-
tise on the principies and practice of preveative
medicine {rom an American standpoint. By
George H. Rohd, M.D., professor of hygiene, col-
lege of physicians and surgeons, Baltimore, etc.,
Pp-324,8vo. Baltimore: Thomas & Evans.

We have not yet been able to make careful ex- |

amiaation of this new work, but from the half-hour

devoted to looking through it, we are much pleased
with it. The aim of the author, stated in the pre-
facs, has Leen to place in the hands of the American
student, practitioner, and sanitary officer, a trust-
worthy gunide to the principles and practice of pre-
ventive medicine. He appears to have treated the
various subjects of the book ia a practical manner,
and the arrangement of the whole is good. Per-
haps the greatest fault in connection with the book
is its brevity, considering the class of readere for
whom it is intended. We consider it superior to
most other handbooks on public health which we
have seen. The author dges not claim that ther - is
much jn it that is new, but “hopes nothiag iv it
is untrue.” We probably shall refer to it on an-
other occasion.

Oriaiv or gegoies. By H. B. Philbrook, editor
Problems of Nature, pp. 16, New York.

This is a remarkable book, and, if one could
realize and lelieve it, it would be startling, it any-
thing in this age could startle one. We find ia it,
#in each plant all the process that is necessary to
constri.ct what can be comverted into a human
being is being constantly operated. In these
orders of croation tbe same process is being per-
formed. The operation is simply a work of the
agent of creation we call electricity. Tt is a.fuce
that this wonderful agent called electricity is the
very holy breath of God that is rendered Holy
Ghost in the translations 61 the Bible. ‘This huly
breath of God is the very substance of which the
soul 1s constructed,and the great prophet o states.
In reference {0 Darwin’s works the author vays,
«a more complete failure is.nowhere to be found in
any great mind’s production, and it is oaly charit-
able to statc thav this author was in doubt as to its
being trne, and frankly admitteq it.

'THE OFFIOES OF ELECTRICITY IN THE HUMAN BODY ;
an explanation of growth, mind and the work of
repair. By H. B. Philbrook, New York. This was
published in the first five nvmbers of Problems of
Nature,

REPORT OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF BTATR
BOARDS-OF HEALTH; held at St. Louis, Oct. 13-15,
1884.

Subject:—The threatened extension of Asiatic
cholera to Nortb America, and the action
necessary to prevent or limit a cholera epidemic.
Illinois state board of health, Springficld, 1884.
SEWAGE DISPCHAL BY FLUSB-TANE AND SUB-SURFACE

1RRIGATION, by the drainage corstruction company,
Newport, R. J.

PRACTIOAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THK EXOLUBION
AND PREVENTION OF AGIATIO CHOLERA IN NORTH
AMERIOA.

An address delivered at the opening of the
national conference of state boards of heslth, St.
Louis, Qctober 13, 1834, by John H. Rauch, M.D,,
secretary, Illincis stite Loard of health, Spring-
field, 11

CURRENT LITERATURE.

Tug PopuLar Scisce Monrtuiy for Februarvy
cootains good articles on the following subjects:
sight and heariog of railwuy em, loyvees, by William
Thomson, 3M.D.; the larger import of scientific
elducation ; evolution ond destiny of man, by W,
D. LeSueur; food and feeding, by Grapt Allen;
and physical training of girls; with much other
interesting and mstructive matter. There ig, 100, 2
pleasing paper—why birds sing—by Dr. B, Placzck,
o transiation from Kosmos. In this we are told
that #love-life i3 more largely aud intensely develop-
ed among the feathered races than any other of the
fanmilies of animals.” for March we are promisrd
papers on the following subjects: Science in
politics ; the Darwiniaa theory of ins-cts, by G. J.
Romanes, F.R.S.; medical expert testimony, by
Dr. Frank H. Hamilton; Chelera, its modes »f
propagation, by Dr. Max von Pettenkofer; the
painless extinction of life, by Benjamin Ward
Richard-on, M.D,, F.R.S,, (illu-trated) ; the chemis-
try of cooking, by W. Mattien Williams; English
experienve with cancer, by H. P. Duun. F.R.CS.;
and the pareotal foresight of insects.

Harrgr’s Macazng for February is a very good
aumber. The frontispicce~ine meimaid und th,
sea wolf, from a paintinz by F. 8. Church, is ex-
ceedingly pretty. Hattield Honse and the Marguis
of Salisbury, with protrait of the marquis an
numerous other i'lustrations, is the first pape
“Lord Salisbury dabbles in chemistry. In his
roont is a large cupboard with glass doors display-
ing a portntous artay ot clemicals. His lord-
ship isalso a successful amateur in photography.
He has put to practical u~e his scientific talents by
planning the lighting of Haific'd House by elec-

“tricity. This is done in a very thorough and work-

manlike manner. In the dining-room the lights
are so hung frem the ceiling that when in full
vlaze it is only the rharpest eyesight that can dis-
cern the wires by which they are pendant. To
others the lights shine as stars in the lofty domed
roof . . . . In the House of Lords, half leanirg
on the table, and spraking i« a level, ¢ nversationul
tone, as if his helpless victims weie not of suffi-
cient impoitance to inspire either gesture or de-
clamation, he lets f1ll some of the most msping
sentences which it is possible .to combine in the
Eaglish langusge’’  In the March number we are
to have: «The House ot Orange,” with thirteen
illustrations, and « A glimpse of some Washington

homes,” with eleven.illustrations.



