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. tinues until the last Wecnesday in June, being
divided into two terms with a vacation of a

To the Editor of the UAŽýNADIAS JOURNAL OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. week between.
HAKW RD SHOOL0F MPICIE. ndl. The course of instruction, extendingHARVARD SCHOOL OF MEDICINE. >

over three ycars, l has beenl so arranged as to
BY WILLIAM oSLER, M.D. carry the student progressively and systcmati-

It nay be interesting to sone of the readers cally from one subjcct toanother in a just and

of this JOURNAL, and instructive to those ei natural order." The studies for the irst year
gaged in medical education in this country, to students are Anatoiny, Physiology, ani (4en-
learn somewhat of the internal economy of oral Chenistry; for the second, Mcdicai
what must be regarded4 as the most progressive Cheristry, iateria Medica, and Pathological

medical institution on this continent. Anatony, Clinical Medicine and SSurgery; for

A week spent i Boston in the spring o the third, Medicine, Surger, Cnius, Thera-

1876, and another in April of the present year peuties, and Obstetrics.
(when I had the comnpany of ny colleagues, 3rd. Vritten examiations have been sub-
Drs. Rose and Shepherd), have made the details stituted for the oral, and students nust pass in
of the work in several departinents of the the subjects of one year before tley eau pursue

Harvard Schsool of Medicine tolerably failiar,those of the ext. Te above is an oute of
enablig me to speak, with somne degree of
accuracy, of the systei there in vogue. as the graded systen one whicli is, no doubt,

Up to 1871 the plan of education did not likely to be adoptei by very nany of the
differ materially from that at other American medical schools.
schools-a winter session of four or five As vas expected, a considerable reduction l,

months, and an optional sumimer course ; the the nunibers attending Harvard followed the

requirements for a degree being no greater than adoption of these neasures ; th-s, whule ii

at siilar institutions. I'702n71 there coere 301 stutients, ien '7172

At this date sweeping changes were mae er re y , h a t
the metlmois of teaching, the length off resi- folloing session, 175, in '74-5 the number

dence, antc the examinations. I have been rose to 192, n '75-76 to 206, ile there is an

given to understanti that, to a large extent, atiditional increase ini thc presenit session. The
these measures were forceci upon the Faculty by nffect of te reduction ies nbers upon the

,President Bllot iii the face of a strong opposi- incoe vas compensate for by the increase n

tion, andi, in the eords of ris report for '74-;fo1 the fses, which are now M i200 for a year; l

Il"so rapidly were tiey enforcet that not a fev that while witli 301 students iin '70-'71 tic

well-inforrned persons thouglt that the s Ahool inconie was only 22,7 i, in '7475, With 19

would he killeti outrighit." Insteac, lîowever, students, it -vis $36,661 ; a the lst session

Harvard bas since entered upon a career of the inconie exceedea t e axpevclie been sb6,000.

educational prosperity whidli places lier in a Tie class of studeîts las also mu t improvei,

most enviable position anîong Aniericami sclîools, joing to the increasetistndr demniaceti for
it beiug alost universally acknoýv1edged that graduation. In '702'71 only 2'3 per cent. of
lier degree anti lier degree alone, carnes -itlî those attending the s ool re el literary or
it the guarantee that the possessor bas spent scientific degrees; in '75 76 the iumber lia
the proper thue, i the acquisition off me tical risen to 42 per cent. An interestig ft sce

k-nowledge, andtiat lie lias passed Lxtmintions the neg regalations were enorce is te stri -
whiclm are thoroughAand wasxpeted. iacse reduction in the number of students froni

Let us see in what the changes consist. jtle Braitish ohA e rican Prohices, chiefly
Briefly, tey are these: -Nova Scotia an New Bruswick ; in '70-'71

Ist. A greatly i reasei lengt of residence. ter per cent. were froin the Dominion, but in
The session xminaon tne I av been rose only two per cent. Several Canadian

tive last Wedresdtay hi Septeniber, ant con- students passet on to the Nen York shools,


