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whilst it must be admitted that these have been most meritorious, it may
reasonably be doubted whether their ministrations have not been mis-
placed. Most revoliing scenes mast have shocked thiemy, and I am sur4
prised that their mental powers could have remained uaimpaired. amidst
all the horrid sights aud sounids around them. Donbtless tlwy have
been supported by those high principles and that steadfast fiith uhlchg
encouraged martyrs at the stake. Their emincnt purity and disinterest-
edness have crowned their exertions, but long experience has shown that
weomen of a lower charactcr cannot be gencrally emploved in Military
Hospitals without evils of the worst kind, and subversion of all dis-
cipline. "

Whilst the substantial proofs of public symputhy with the suﬁ'ermg't of
our troops in this war, and the relief extended to their relations, cunuot:
be too highly praised, it may he questioned whether in some respects
this symputhy has not been carried too fur, nnd founded on n mistuke.
It scems to be the public opinion in Englind that sick and waunded
soldiers necessarily require the comforts and Juxuries of delicate wmam
Now, in the conrse of 44 years experience, in war anidl peace, and most
parts of the world, I have witnessed the rerovery of sume thousands of
these brave fellows, nnd received theie thanks, yet they never enjoyed
the assistance of Judy nurses, nor the benefit of wuslin bed-curtains,
white counterpanes, feather beds, Champagne, or Ean de Cuologne,

The .'.womeury of State for War, it is sail, proposes an iwportant:
change in the government of the Medical Dopartinents  Tho Medical
Bourd in futaze is to consist of nn equnl nwiber of eminent eivil medival |
men nud wedieal oflieers. 1t is reported that Dr, Andrew Smith, the
Dircetor Gener’, hins been asked to proside ovor this Board, wnd that he
has declined, prefering reticement from the servies,  Thero is one point
in which the civiling wembers will prolubly bo deficient, nnmely, quick
perception and expostiee of the urt of simulnting disease . or what is come
moely ealled * makingering,” in which muny soldior nre adopts, This
requires & longacnunintunee with the habits of aokliers to attnin.  About
forty-five yonm ago o coalition Board of the deseription now conteme
pluted was in offion, but not leng, for irreconcituble difftranoen of opinion
took phice, und it fbll to piecos, And it Iv not improlable that Lord
Panraure™ Bourd mny bo oqually shert-lived, und that tho chief nuthority
shull ngain be placed in n Director tionoral.

Montrenl, April, 1834,



