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18 years. Purulent conjunctivitis both eyes. Smear' negatìve " -ul-
lure meningococcus.

(3) Child aged 3 years. Catarrhal conjunctivitis both cye Snåir
Girm negative diplococci. Culture bacillus influenz

(4) Child 7 years. Catarrhal conjunctivitig both eyes. Snear Gràm
negative diplococci. Culture meningococci.

(5) Child aged 7. Catarrhal conjunctivitis bothl eyes. Seiar Grain
negative diplococci and Grain negative diplobacilli.. Culture. diplo-
bacilli and B. xerosis.

(6) Child agei 9. Sister to case 5. Catarrhal conjunctivitis both
-eyes. Smear Grani positive cocci and Grain negative bacilli. Culture
.naphylococcus albus and bacillus influenzoa. In each case the diagnosis
was made by cultural tests. In cases 3 and 5, ilthough characteristiô
Grain negative diploicocci were found in. the smear preparation, the con-
junctivitis lias been 'placed as due to the organisms cultivated. In all
tie cases the conjunctivitis was in the early stage of the: disease. . In
only one case was there nucl purulent discharge, this vas strangely
enough one of the meningococcus cases. In all the meningococcus was
cultivated from the cerebro-spinal fluild.

The diagnosis of conjunctivitis due to. the staphylococcus, diplo-
bacillus and 'tie bacillus influenzo is a simple matter, but not so with
ihe meningococcus. . The latter can only be diagnosed by careful cul-
tural examination. Al Gram negativre diplococci in conjunctivitis in
ieningitis cases are not meningococci, as from Axenfeld's clinic last
year was reported the finding of the micrococcus ctarrhalis from a con-
junctivitis iii a patient with imeningitis. Leaving out of, coisideration
tie Grai negatire ciplococci described by Bumn -and those of "Lingcl.
sheim. the three Gram negative diplococci to be discussed in differentiat-
îng conjunctival inicro-organisms are the gonococcus, the inenirocccus
aind the iicroccus catarrhalis. The differentiatioti betweei these three
has beenl carried out in our cases by a comparison' of the followin-g points:
G rowth by room tempe-ature. growt.h ou plain agar, himogin agar,
gciatine, Looffler's blood-serum, potaito, bouillon, Litius ilk. a coi-
parison of their action on· 'the sugars and a comparison of their leiigth
of via-bility.

W\lhere Grain negatîve diplococci' grow by room. temperaturc aud are
viable on plain agar for weeks or' months,the gonococcus and the ien-
inrgoeoccus are excu(kd. The nicrococcus catarrhalis is so easily dif-
ferentiaited the question comes to be really a decision between the gono-
coccus and the ineningococcus. In the initial tube a grow-th of the
mnbfincrococcus upon plain 'agar is not rare, whereas a growâtI of the
gnîococcus upon this medium is. Lpon hiemoglobin agar they each


