
EVANS-THE NAUSEA AND VOMITING OF PREGNANCY.

-gravid uterus exist in a rudimentary state in the nulliparous woman,
and gestation only exalts them." Pajot hus expressed this by saying,
"Pregnancy does not create any new properties."

The principal properties possessed by the., uterus are, sensibility,
irritability, and contractility.

The sonsitiveness of the non-gavid organ to pressure is easily
demonstrated in nakiug the biinanual examination. Pain is frequently
complained of when the uterine sound is iuiserted. That this sensitive-
ness is increased in pregnancy is apparent to any oeie who has practised
.abdominal palpitation for diagnosis of the foetal position. The manual
pressure exerted in expressing the placenta frequently gives rise to
àevere pain. Women occasionally complain of uterine tenderness, es-
pecially those cases where the liquor amni is deficient and the fotus
exerts direct pressure on the uterine wall.

The irritability of tha uterus is frequently markedly increased as the
result of pregnancy. This fact is well known even to the laity, who not
infrequently make use of their knowledge to induce abortion by intro-
ducing foreign bodies into the vagina to set up powerful uterine con-
tractions.

The contractility of the uterus is its most important property. Tar-
nier and ChantreuiP state that the uterus possesses the power of con-
tracting even in a state of vacuity, citing by way of example that it may
be noted in certain wonen at the period of monstruati9n, especially
in cases of dysnenorrhora. It favors the expulsion of clors and débris
and is probably the origin of the severe cramp-like pains so often com-
plained of by women at these periods. They state very strongly that
these contractions of the uterus occur at regular intervals throughout
the whole period of pregnancy.

KFlirst,' Davis and others also draw attention to the fact that uterine
contractions occur regul-arly throughout the whole period of pregnancy,
and Hirst states that during pregnancy the contractility is always most
niarked at the menstrual epoch, bence the frequency of abortion ut these
times. After the fourth month these uterine contractions are manifest
in placing the hand upon the abdomen over the fundrs. The uterus
can be felt hardening under the hand. In the eariher months these
contractions can easily be made out by the bimanual method, and are
frequently made use of in diagnosing the fact of pregnancy when the
uterus is found to be enlarged.

.Contractility is more markedly. developed- in the muscle cells of the
"body of the uterus; particularly towrds th findus, while it is less pro-
nounéed iii the cervix. The cervix -seems' toebe i a'state cf tonic

spasmn, while the'contractions of the ùterus: , re clonie.. That this coh-
'traciility of the iterus is independent of.thé will and yet capable of be-


