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ILLUSTRATIONS OF TUBERCLE.

Dy Dr. Edward lonry Sieveking, Assistant Physecian to St. Marys Ilospital, &c.
[Tie term tubercle, thougi synonymoieus with " nodule," lias generailly

cometo inply a certain forni or deposit occarring in a pecusliarly fatal diatihe-
siE. Tihe importance or titis need unt b)e dwIelt upon iere.]

That consituitional tendency which leads to the deposit of tubercle. and is
to be found wherever the necessary stimuli of life, and, ibove ail, pure
atmospheric air, are deficient, predisposes to other diseases as well; it
assists the approach of the enemy, andsI actually places thie fortres in. his
power before a formai assault is made. Tiouih wve no longer believe in the
elements of Thales, we nay, ivithoit a great stretci of tie Iaws or the
naturaI sciences, admit that air is the chief elenent of iealth or disease, ac-
cording as it is supplied to the luIngs in its unadulterated condition of four-
fith nitrogen uni one fifth oxygen, or as it carries diffused througih iu
carbonic acid gas, carbonetted hydrogen, sulphusretted hydrogen, the etiluvia
ofcesspoolsand drains, the poison of influenza or cholera, the emianations of
the variolous or typhous patient.

Allow mue brie4ly to advert to the origin of tubercle We possess sufficient
csidence to show that it is derived fromu the blood: that it transudes fromu the
espillary vessels of the part in ivhich ie find it: and that, after having been
dtposited it is liable to unsîdergo certain further changes. Ona a close exant-
instion of incipient tusbercular deposit, We imay always note that there is
Congestion in the tissues inmmnediately surrounding it. In the pia mater of
the Sylvian fissure, ie sec an increased rednîess, in iwhich a few vessels are
more promissent than usisal ; in the puisaonaury parenchyma we may,
tSpecially by the use of the microscope, discover the engorgement of the in-
Itrlobular capillaries 'investing the air vesicle into wvhich the tubercle is

secreted ; in the mucons mnibranes of the intestines we sec the
equisite arborescent arrangement of the congested vessels, tending fromt. the
mesentrie attachmtent to the point where we observe the deposit shining
throun the mucous surface froua the submucous tissue, i which it ias col-
keted.

The first elimination of the morbid products aets like a magnetic point of
tMitction, and generally serves as a centre roundi wiich the deposit pro-
Peuively enlarges by eccentric deposition. Thse amousnt of vseuliar action
ZcOmlanying the elimination, varies in different individuals ; in somte, there
:sUarcely a perceptible increase in the sanguineos current; in others, ie
tinnot deny the presence of acute inflammation, shown both by the congest-dstate of the blood-vessels, and by the presence of plastic exudation and
endation corpuscles. In ordinîary inulianmsatory conditions, ire nay nctually
kerve the part takent by the capillary vessels lu the process of transuda-
fán.
Nesee the infilaumnatory product innediately aifter its passage througlh

Vscular nembrane, coating the vessels ; and, if my limited observa-
i.53 justify the siWtCet, we may sec the saine matter iithin the vessels
tiher!ng to the coats previous to its discharge. Whether it be so or not,
Itether ire nay be enabled to observe the tramitioni of the contents of the
keis into the ssurroinding parts or not, it is evident that ie ouglt not to
"satisfied with ascortaining the fact of the exudation as the primary change.

are driven to take one stop more, before ire gain the founitain ieadof the
5y; we tierefore look to the constitution of the blooi itself in tubercu-

ýdîsease, in order to ascertain whether any deficiency in the normal comn-
ftt any variation in their relative anount, any nsew products, are to bot vith, whiticha mnay expailn the source of the extravascular deposit. Ail

rers, who have brouglit ither the microscope or chemicil analysis to
sienthissubject, are agreed that tiere is un alteration is tie blood indicating

t of vigour and tone. There is a general increase in the fisid parts, the
a1d alibuminous constituents; while the soUds are diminished, the


