
LITEUÂATURE AND TItE FINE ARTS

Sir WVilliain is kliown to tlîe worid, elîieflv hy bis contribtnts to the PIdiltburgi,
Retliew, and bis edition of tie works of Dr. Tlîotiini, Reid. The contributions to
the Recvieiw extcnd froin the year 1829 to 1839, and 'voie collected aud re published
in 1862. lis edition of Reid, which s'as the work of niativ yearq or patient and
profounid thought, tirst appettred i 1846. These writitige are Icnowiî aiîd piized
throughout botlh Europe anîd Amierica. Aîuong thosu wbo take unitnterest iii
philosophical piîrsuits, it lias long besn matter of regret tliat the Ptate of Sir WVil-
liamn's hîcalth rendercd it doubtful whîetlier lie shioîld be aible to conifer systeîîiatic
completeness on tbose incomiparable plîilosoplîical fragments whichi e froni time to
time gave to the world, and unfold even more fully his great stores of learnling.
There is now but one feeling of unmingled sorrow that the great iniind wliich aloîte
could bave worJîhily filled up the sketch it doineato, lias paýsed fur ever froni
amen gat us.

By the deatît of Sir William, the University lias lost its greatest ornament, and
Scotland one of the iost illustrionîs of ber sons. His attainîîîeîts iii general crudi-
tion were of tic higliest order; at once so varied and minute fs rarely te be
equalled, and iii tîtese tiînes certainly unsurpassed. lis historIcal leaîning, espe-
cially, was botît ample and profeund. In the departnient of speculative science,
with whicli Sir Williani's name la peculiarly identifled, he stood alone in l3ritain, if
not in Europe-remarkable idike for subtle andi profound tlîought, and for brcadth
and minuteness of erudition. lis writiîîgs and academic tcachiîîg have iniatiura-
ted a new cma in the hiistory of Scottish speculation-an cra tliat refleets in ah igh
degree tic qualitics nf nîind and habits of thiotight of its fotirîder. In the bands
of Reid, Stewart and Brown, Scottishi philesophical thinking was ceînparatively
limited in its range, beiîîg chiefly psycological, and its relation to othier schools,
wbethîer preccding or co îîîemporaneoua, were but few and ill-defiîîed. J3y tîte in-
fluence of the great miaster, ivhîe lias Po recently departed, Scottish thinking,
-while it lias lost nothiîig of its inanl y independence and its soher but elevated
spirit,-has wideried its sphere and put itself iii contact and alliancee bowh witlî
ancietît and miodern spectilation.- The wonderful plîllosophical erudition of' Ilamil-
ton pecutiarly titted Iiim for tliis task. With ancieiit, mcdioeval, anid mnoilera epec-
ulatien lie wag thorougflily famil.iar. And whiat is a stili rarer rircumstance, andI onme
more peculiarly distinictive of a powerful and independetit mnîd, the amplitude of
bis erudition, imstead of impediîîg or fettering the free exorcise of bis intellect,
only lent it additional stimulus. No tîtinker, perhaps-at least, ne modern thinker
-bias muade greater aîîd botter use, of the Iistorical restilts of philosophical iîiquiry,
in the way of mou!lding and sustaiuing« lus ouvu thiiiking, than Hlamilton. But iii
regard to tlue listorical anticipationîs of the doctrines of tlîis system, it xnay be
truly said that it is only ini the illumination wlîich lus o\, n independeut reflection has
eust upon ilbem that they acquire clearness, distinctness or significarce. Ile walk-
cd at large tlîrougb thie demain of tîme hîistory of speculatien ; but se obscure in
tbemselves are many of thue incications of doctrines wluich lie devcloped and raised
to the higimest importance, as at onîce to impress us witlî the conviction that 'uhat
lie discovered there was îiiainly in virtue o? the lighit wlîiclî ho carried with hlm, and
brought te bear on whîat would othîerwise have been fairît and undistinguished.

Sir William Ifamiilton la no morc ; but lie bas hcft behiud. him a name of wbich
Setlamd may well be prend, and whicli ivill hienceforward be a familiar word ini
philosophical schools. Tlie doctrines that are peculiarly identified witlî bis naine
will doubtless formn the chief groundwork of plnlosophical debate ili the future


