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intendent. Provision was aiso mado for the rc.division of tho
province into school sections, t.(, exaniinaition alla uniieri classi-
lication of tochelîrs, tho regttlar inspection of schools; and tli-CeSY
Excutivo Council was constitutcd a Couîîcil of* Pu plie Inistruc tion, Coryin order that tlic wlhole subject of* public education nîight ho
brouglit unider the lînîniediato and constant supervision and con-
trai of tho Lcgislaturc.I_______

Wbile thîs law contained inucli that was necdcd to clevatel
the condition of cducation, it dia nlot, however, cc'to a pcrina. C'ipo Breo
nent and equitable basis of support. The schooi rate, being %,itor.....
wholly local, varied extrcnîcly iii differcnt, school sections. Tlîi, Iîiverîness .........
witi tlic large expenditurc cîîtailcd upon the ninjority of sectionw, l1ti.lIèiiltd ........
in order to recure proper sclîool-houses and furniture, alarnicu 0 u) Shoro. .. ....
tho people in inany parts of the province, and causcd tlîe claire Atitigoîîish ... .. ..
suspension, fo, a tijue, of Echool operations iii nany sections whiclî Pictoit ..... ....

ba pevoulysupotd chol. urngtlnleisatvesesinCuinberland .had~~~~~ peouysuorcshol. uriglî giate SSOIColellester .......
of 1u3tl, nuinerous petitions -~r the subject %verc presented., A Halifax .........
few askcd thut the.old law ho rcstored ; but tîte great najority liants...........
earncstly seuglit the re-adjustiuent of~ tlîe mode of support, so as lîgs...........
te equalize, as fur as possible, tlîo selîcol rate. Not a single Anpls...
petition, wc believe, was adverse to tho prineiple of frc sehools. lig')y............
The Leg-islature aniendcd flhc law b.y cqualiziig the rates. This Yani noutli ...... ..
was donc by providing tlîat a portion cf the antount rcquircd icîbune .........
frein the people should ho raiscd by a general rate over cach Luîîeibur .....
colL ty The provincial grant was increaied te $90,000O; and O .

the balatnce rcquired l'er salaries bcyond that receîvcd froin these
twe funds, was ta ho raiscd by subscription. Experienco quickly
denionstratcd te tho people tuat the inodc of support wvas yet ei
iînpcrfect. Many mweuld net 'subsoribe se mauch as a farthing eticrs .
towards supplerneating the gencral funds, and trustccs found
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thenlecives unaule te counînand the meai tiecessary to carry on This is an inecase, in tlîe aggrcgate, of 9,433 over the
thec schools. The most iutelligent. portions et' the country mnur- corresponding, pcriod cf last year. aud of' 11,31 9 over the sumoe
xnurcd, not that a county assessrnent hiad been establislieci, but peried of thée previous year. This rapid and enormous inercaso
that the powver eof local :zssessmcent lîad net been prcscrved to tlic is unparalleled i our selîcol hîstory, nnd is chiefly due te the
majcrity of' the rate.paycrs eof each section. The conviction that adoptfon of county assessuient and the freudoin cf scîteol privileges.
a proper systenu cf frce sclîools r.ccessitatcd the universal applica- It 'will be sçeeii that mucli lias alrcady been accomplizahcd
tien of the principleocf assomsment, grew apace. towards rcalizing wvîat the educational eoîînittee cf the leuse

In 1866, petitions, nuxnerously sigacd, again "-waited the of Assenibly se earnestly desired in 1851. For sixteen ycars
meeting cf tlic Legiblaturc. Ncarly aIl cf theso potntions askcd this subject bas, to a greater or lces dcgree, occupied tlîe public
that the amount cf the eounty assessînent be increascd to a sun i nid, while tlîe last two ycarb of tlîat pcriod have witne&sed
equal te tlîe provincial grant ; tliat voluntary subseription be decisive action on tlîc part cf the Legisiature. As ai result cf
abolishcd, as bcing incompatible ivitli a systein cf freu selicols, tîjis action, tîtere lias finally becn.sccurcd anl ad-,uate systeni cf
and that assomessnt ho ordained as tlîc mode eof raising ail local supportir'g sehools, and a supervision and inspection cf the saine.
funds in connexion witli public sehools. After carelùl consider. The standard of' teachers' qualifications lias been raiscd, and
ation the prayer cf these petitions wa8 grantcd. A county rate cf rendered, as far as possible, uniforin throughiout tîte province ; a
thirty cents fcr ecd inliabi'aut ; a provincial grant ta be dis. systei cf scîxool registration, returns, and distribution of moneys,
bursed in fixed anieunts te t1w. several clas!ses of' teaellers ; analihas b2en ne-arly perfectea ; rouilly lic..deics alla superior sc'aools
tho riglit of5- majority of rate-payers te assess tho prcperty cf' tlîe have been cstabliîhcd ; a vcry large nuinber eof colîifcrtable, and
residents of' the section for aIl otlier nccessary fuîîds fr selîcol even clegaxît selîcol lieuses have already been crcctcd, whilemany
purpeses, were establishicd as the îîîost equitable, safe, and efficient old bouses have been cnlargcd and repaired i inipreved sehool
mode cf supporting education. Thieso aîîiendnients conte loto furniture bas been procurcd, and piaygrounids purchascd and
operation during the cnsuing nionth. inîprcvcd; maps, globes, antd apparatusehave been extcnsivcly

A strkin- vide c f thc supericrity cf a systoîti cf frc introduccd îîîto the sehools, and provision made for the pernia-
. tingCvicc nent and chicap supply eof a unifortil series cf sclioci bocks. A

sEhools over cvcry other systeni, as ail instrumnît adaptcd te serîcs eof ronding- bocks, a systent of peninanship, a nap of British
cifect tic gencral diffussion of' intelligence, is furnislied by t'le Ainerica, aud an clcrnentary arithmctic, have been previdcd
attendance upon the seliocis cf Nova Scotia sincetîje introduction eirsl o u coladi hi nlec o npoeinof that syttem. WVe have alrcady roerrcd te tic alarui wlîiclî la it prsl o u eics n nthi nlec o npoenmof te povicewascxpeicncd n tc mtre nîay appear that these are net amnoîg the least beneficial cf themany portions oftepoicwseprecdo h nr-resuits whicli have been xncntioîîcd.
duction of the law in Octeber 1864, and tîte censequent closing On the 15th day cf October ncxt, the people of Nova Scotia,of a largo nuniber of schools.-Many persons very naturally for tie first tinle in the history of tie province, will be able to
anticipated a large deecase in the aggrégatc attendance on tîtecemniasfiintudqutb upotort pprctdu,

schols;but ic nntary rovd t ho he act Theexcssof a systera of public sehoals. No subjert cf equal importance
over the previcus ycar was, for the first terni, 1,886, and for thc ever rcccivcd frein aur Jaegislature a tardier justice ; but tho
second terni, 6,225. The nuauber cf childrcn recciving instrue-exrcceftlerctpatidesutehethtanttrf
tien lias continucd to increase, as is scen by the fellowitig returnssuhvtlipracteIlilli-afrrcivtca-nin
.for tie term eadcd April 30 Iwhici it demands. It uuow only ronmains for the people, one and

Iail, heartily to combine tbeir efforts in1 order that the inestimiable
blessinga cf a gocd common .sehool tu "..ation may everywcre be
enjoyed.-YVoua ,Seofio Jounal of .&Iucat ion.


