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the wvest, iuterwoven wvitl the romance
of pionieerinig, ail of wv1îicli îîeeds
offly to be totuclied iîlto life for ils ini
order to create an iutense pride: and
faith ini our native lanid.

If, instead of the iiîî%ýolerablv lifcless
catalogue of dates and events, the
actors iu these i)criods could be inade
to step froîîî the shiadowy past as
beings of kiii to ourselves, %v'e slîould
miore rarely liear Canadiax History
classed as -' difl ' and "dry ''" hs
greatcst recoiiiiiiendatioiî lies 'iii tie
fact thiat it is short anîd eau be hutrriedly
craiiuiied for exaîniniation.

Clicefly ilixto the biands of Caîîadian
teachiers will fali this wvorkz of Iaving
the foundi(ation of this broader, more
intelligenît, more vital patriotisiîi
whiclî Nvil1 i)e the sliapînig spirit nlot
onily of the presenit but of ages to conic.

1-1w great then shouil< lie thec
qualities of lieart and braiîî so iîdispen-
sile to the creation of t1iiý -'role tliat
is whiat we miake it, as great as %'e like,
or as sinall as we- like, or hioth great
anid smnall
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Our Normal System.

A REPLV 'l'o MR. BLACIC.

Iii the Decemiber iiitunl)er of the
'MONTHLV thiere appeared an article
fromn Mr. Normani F. B3lack, of Lind-
say, iii wliicl the wvriter lays about
liii righit and left at our Ontario
Normal Systeini, and i makes a soiiîe-
wliat vicions attack on the Onîtario
Normial College. I feit like replying
to the article at the timie, but the
acrimionious feelinigs w'hii it engen-
dered wvere ed ulcorated duri ng the
festivities of the Clîristinas season,
and I abaudonied miv intention, partly
wvith the liope thiat somne abler hiand
would take tip the cudgels in defence
of our Aima Mater. But as this lias
ixot been doue, I shiah, even at tlîis
rathier un season able date, with 3yotr
permission, venture to mnake at few
observations on the article ini question.

As 'Mr. Black's article issoîvit
lengthiy and takes ini the wl'hole of our

e<Iicti>na sstîuî,nocrmial anid non-
)rofesssoliil,' froîii the.. Kinidergarteîi
tip to the Uiversity, 1 wiIi liot dciii
\Vitlh it ii i /o, buit shall comlinle il i*e-
mnarks nmore l)artictilrly to ]lis criti-
Clisli of that înuhel iiliguie< i ustitil-
tion, the (Onutario Normal Colege,.

k ià adinitted once for ail tliat
there is no stichi thiîîg as Iperfectioni iii
aîîythîuig inlan lias~ ilade, alid that the
Normial C l.gbei îg a hi 1111ian i uîsti-
tution, bas inany ciefects l ut I (Io
iniainitaini, ndf I \Vill eiîdleavoir to
dcioîstrate iny assertion, tliat witli
thme excel)tîon of the exUîiiaî.iouî cvii,
Mr. Black's criticisîîi of thie Ontario
Normal Collegc is aloeiu. Ie.sidce
the miark, andf bis cri tivisîn is oiilv hlif
pertinenit licre. While wc mnutst ail
agree tlmat it is a fact to be deploredI
tuat the entire exainination is not

co<utdby tlhc staff of tic c.olle:ge
whîio hiave iiad at lea.st solîle oppor-
tuîuiit\ to judfge our teacluiig aility,
anid thiat ui fate slîotîld iii any
ineasuire blilauided over to the Philis-
tiiîes, I dIo take issue withi Mr.
Black's second objection anîd bitterly
reseîît the rcnîarks Ilic niakces on the
frivoiity and s11perficýialitv of stiffleutis

&wlo escape the cxaîuinciirs' net.'' 0f
thc mcin anîd w'ouîen %viio foîi our
class this vear (aifd thcre is nu rcasuîî
to bc believe tlîat wediffer sublsta-iiîtiall\,
froin the average class tuit lias
heeli hiere ini the past or wvill he lîcre
iii the future', ) whîo lu ailv jtist selise is
tithier frivolotîs or superficial ? If
thiat were the chuaracter oftlieir mîental
organlizatioîî, they Coîild imot hiave
attailnec the acadeuîîic Standinîg tliat is
niecessary for adnmissioni to the iuîstitui-
tionx. No, -we reseîît tluis vile insinua-
tioni of frivolity aind uipetrficiality- as
applied to the students of the Onîtario
Normial Coîhege. No onîe is hîcre for
fuîîi, but lu decp earniest, alud I beIiQvC
tliat every individual ini the inîstitutionî,
w'hile hiF uccs at the cxaiinatioîis
is uîîd(eiiahilly a niatter of inaterial iiil-
port, iov>ks 1)evoid tliat mark and lias


