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ciGad hath made upriglit" (Ecci. 7 :20), turns froni his Maker te follow

his own imagination, even under conditions of circuinstaxîce and habit the

mnost favorable for preserving the great fundaî-nental truth of ail truc relig-
ion that ciGod is, aud that Hie is d rcii'arder of theni that diligently scek

Ilm"d (fIeb. Il :6). In this respect the religions history of China forins

a complément and a contrast to that of tulie rews. The former shows the
proccss of degeneration nt work uninterrupt9édly ; the lattez proves how it

ean be rcstrained and stopped only by the direct intervention of God Hum-

self in guidauce and revelation. Over and over aganin pt i a n

of propliets, did the Jcws commilence to take the saine downward course as
tho Clitiiese ; aud over aud over again were they checked and turned bac],

by the punisimnu ts and by the love of God. Not, indeed, tili the captiv-
ity did they cone-as a nation-to grasp once for ail the foundation, fact

which is einbodied ini the First Comniandient, and to finally shake thean-
selves ejear of the sin condemnined in the Second. Truly neither a razn

nor a nation cani return to God, can do aughlt but wvander from, God, ciex-
cept the Father draw hiini."

The four stops of declension were, of course, not sudden but graduai.
Thus as to the ftrst : it is truc that nt the date cf the earliest authentie
records *.say, before the tivelfth century n.c., the supreme object cf
~worship ivas eue Iligh Ood, iwho governed ail the affairs cf men with ai-
pervading rightc*ousnes-s and goodniess. Yet even iu those writings there
is clear proof that there w'as associated ivithl that worship, thougli in a
sec.ondary degree, the worship of spirits cf the departed and of tute]ary
deities (canonized heroes or sages) who presidcd over individual families,
or localities or arts, under the supremne governance cf God. Sncbi second-
ary worship -was very similar in net a fewv respects te thaï; accorded to
saints in Roman Catholie coutries. It is aise true that with religious ob-
servances there was combined the use cf divination in conjunction with
previcus purification, fasting, and prayer-divination seeminglyntvr

different te that alluded te in the history of Joseph, of BaL.ai, aud cf
others iu the earlier parts cf the Old Testament. But it is ne less clear
that idolatry 'tas not practiscd,t and that morality-political, social, and
personal-restcd for ts sanction directly ou the relation cf =.an te the
supreme Ruler cf the universe. The titie given te Hlim is never used in

lThe carlier national odes. ivhich, with Inter odces, inake up the S1-Xing or Blook of Poetry-a
clsssic %%hich Confucius regardod with vcncration, and spoke o! as a Most important abjcict for
Moral study. For autlicnticity and dates Ece Professor Legge's Prolegoincna te the Si-Ring iu bis
Chdnue Ciesa.

t The great Chin,-ce historian, Sze Mfa-Ts'ien (of the llrst century n.c.), wliosc iwork le stit the
standard hlstory, narrates (in thc Aunais of Yin) howv that - Ring Wu-Yli (one of tho iast inga of
the Yin dynasty) was flotvirtuous. e Ho miade a staue in huinan forin, and called It (by the naxue
of) a hcaveniy spirit. As If it had inteliigence, lie made demands upon IL (Sliortiy a!tcrsrd),
whcn hnntlng, lbc was struck desd by lightning.'" ls sons foliowcd In bis etepi, and bis dynasty
ln the third geucration later wvas aceordingiy destroyed. l' Tise (and other similar fae.,S) show
clear]y,11 ays Sze Ma-TW,'en in bis esay on "lThe Worshfp of Reaven and Harthi," Ilth-~c ail the
dynasties wltliout exception owed their estabiishmnt to plcty and revereuce, but fci] Uttle by litie
throughu iegigence (la regard te those dzites)."


