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Beloved sisters, if you could see their sordid misery, their hopeless, loveless
lives, their ignorance and sinfulness, as we see them, mere human pity would
move you to do something for their uplifting. But there is & stronger motive
that should impel you to stretch out a helpmg hand, and that we plead—the
constraining love of Christ, We, who are in the midst of this darkness that
can be felt, send our voices across the oceau to you, our sisters, and beseech
you by the grace of Christ our Saviour that you come at once to our help.

Four kinds of work are open to us:

1. There is school work in connection wiith our various missions which in
many cases the men have handed over to the women in order that they them-
selves may be free to engage more directly in evangelistic work.

2. There is a work to be done for the sick and suffering women of China,
in hospitals, dispensaries and homes, for which skillful physicians are needed.
Most of this work can be better done by women than by men, and much of it
can be done only by women.

8. There is work for us in the families of the Church. There are converted
motbers and daughters who need to be taught the way of the Lord more per-
fectly, and to be trained in whatever is necessary for their full development
into {ively members of the great household of faith,

4, There is a work of evangelization among women, similar to that being
done by men among the people at large. It is not claimed that the evangeliza-
tion of women cannot be done at all by men—but that there is more of it than
men can do, there is muck of it that will never be done unless women do it,
and much that men cannot do as well as women can. There is nothing in this
kind of work transcending the recognized scriptural sphere of women. Women
received from the Lord Himself upon the very morning of the resurrection
their commission to tell the blessed story of a risen Saviour. What they did
then we may continue to do now.

But you will ask, * Who are needed for this work?” Xnowing the condi-
tions of life and work in China, we would answer that:

1. They should be women of sound health, of good ability and good common
sense, also well educated—though not necessarily of the highest education—apt
to teach, kind and forbearing in disposition, so that they may live and work
harmoniously with their associates, and win the hearts of the Chinese. Above
all, they should be women who have given themselves wholly to the Lord’s
work and Iz\u-e prepared to bear hardship and exercise constant self-denial for
Christ’s sake.

2. It is desirable that they should pursue a systematic course of Bible study
before coming to China, and have some experience in Christian work at home,

Further, we would suggest that they should labor in connection with estab-
lished missions in order that the good results of their work may be preserved,
and that they may have, when needed, the assistance and protection of their
brother missionaries.

Open doors are all around us, and though idolatry lifts a hoary head, and
ancestral worship binds the people as with chains of adamant, yet with God
«g]l things are possible,” and mountains of difficulty melt like snowiflakes
before the rising of the Sun of Righteousness.

God is on the side of His own glorious, life-giving Word; we ask you to
come in the power of consecration and faith, with sober expectations and
readiness to endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus, and take your share in
themost glorious war that wasever waged on earth—the war against the powers
of darkness and sin, assured that God will accomplish His own purposes of
loveand grace to China, and will permit you, if you listen to this call, to be
His fellow-workers in ¢ binding up the broken-hearted, proclaiming liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.”

That the holy and loving Spirit of God may incline your hearts to respond
to His call is our earnest in-ayer.

Signed on behalf of the two hundred and four ladies assembled in Confer-
ence at Shanghai.
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MissC. M. Ricketts, Enﬁ:lish Presbyterian Mission.
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