
and its summit constituted the I.einiît of land in thiat direction. The spot on
which the altar stood commandcd an extensive prospect of' the country al
iound,-as far as Jerusalern on the south and the vallcy of the Jordono
the east,-more than fifleen miles distant. A station so situatcd formed
higbly favourable position for watching their numerous lierds. This inoun
tain is eliiefly celebrated on account of being the spot where Abraham ani
bis kînsman Lot stood wlien thiey divided the land between them, and finail]
parted f'rom one another, as related in the l3th chapter of Genesis. 1 shal,
present an account of this transaction from, a recent, excellent work on P.
lestine by the eminent and lcarned Professor of Newton College, .IL
I-ackett. And 1 do this chiefly itth Ui view of recomznending it; beecaul
it contains more available inatter on Palestine than many other w'orks thrii
times its size. Il I wes my privilege on that evening," qays the pious tr:'
velier, Ilto bow the knce and inivoke the protection of God wliere Jacob
old lodged as a wayfarer." Hie sprea(l his carpet for the nighit 0o1 thc smoo-r
grassy surface of the old dilapidatcd reservoir, in the wady encomp.iLsing il
hiii of Bethel. IlWhile the men were put.tingy up the tent and preparing f
the evening meai I went, to, an cininence within siglit, on the east, to exami,
the rumns of a fortress andl a ehuirei 'whiehi are fotund there. From. this heig
1 had a distinct view of the Jordan over the top)s of î0ic intervening hils.-
As I stood surveying this seene 1 must have been nezir the spot wlieî'e Abi
bain nnd Lot parted from eaehi other," afler making choice of tlîeir future i
sidence. Thîey liad both becoine rîcli-"4 very riehi in cattie, in silver, and
gold." And fertile and fruitful as the land was in that îwecise localit.Y,.
became insufficient Io support their increasing flocks and herds. Besides%
strife had arisen hetween tlîeir respective herdsxnen that gave uneasiness.-
Under these cireuinstaiiees Abraham proposes a separation, and makes a ,-
nerous and mo-st inagnanimous offer to bis kinsman. Lot easts his eyes frcit
that elevated position on the vur(lanit and luxuriant platins of the Jordan ala
inakes choice of that region as his lùiture abode, Abrahiani reniaiuing whexe,
lie wvas. On this Professor llaekett observes, "Thiat ail the parts of the nar-
rative rigidly adjust, themselves Io the externai situation of tho parties. TJb;
eye, lie says, Ilrests at this moment upon exacl uhasen sLti e
presented as behioldiag wlien lie sclected the plain otf thet Jordan as the ffacé,
of bis residence. There is the river glcaming over the hill-tops; there arv
the broad rneadows visible on eithier bank, anid tlic wavingr lne of verdure,
mnarking the course of flic stream."

We corne next in thte course of eveats to Jacob's second visit to Bethel.
It was in some important respects very similar to thie first. lie was no,,,in,
deed surrounded by a large iàmily and enriched by tlic bountifuil lîand of
kind Providence îvith great wealtli. 1-le was no longer a loneiy and solita,
wanderer: hie hîad "lbecone two bitndQ." B3ut lie iwas ag(IIn In great r,'
ble, and in sorne respects lceingt, a second thrne, for his life. By the vi.
lence of bis sons, in tlîcir treaclierous outrage on the Slhechemites, lie badi
curred the resentinent of the natives andi wa.s in danger of being eut off wil
ail that belonged to hini. But God again graciously interposcd in- this tr
ing and perilous emergency, and provcd again a -1very present help in trû'
bIc." He spread the arus of Ilis merciful protection over his head un
shielded him from the wrat h of the people. IlThey journeyed, and the le
rrof Cod was upon the cities that were round about them and they did n

puyÈýie afler them."
clAnd God said unto Jacob, arise, go up to I3etlnel, and dwell therei

make tiiere an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thon fledd
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