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SENSATIONALISM.

SENSATIONALISM1 is one of the many words of the
English language wîcli lias boon trucked about iii
oeory coinmon cart, pitchoed hither and tixithor by use
andi abuse tinUtl iL certainly canr.ot recegnizo itsoîf,
ovon if any porson else is able te dotect its batterod
tentures. It origiually ment the derivatien ef ideas
by sonse impressions. IL is now coinmonly tindor-
stood as the derivation ef baidordash by nonsense
insinuations. A sersation in high lite, a sensation în
Society, a political t3ensation, she, or hie created a
sensation, etc. What do thoy all men? Derivation
of ideas by> sonse impressions? Net exuctly, they
shande off slightly. A sensation in bi1ilt say
tocans a nico, interesting, liarmicass little tidbit ef
sc.anda] ; a dohicate nud highly flavcred dish of
gossip; somothingr both edlifying,, and te thoso who
"rend as thoy run " perhnps, instructive. It enigin-

rites nt first as a prefound secret, deop, dark aud
mysterions ; fit enlv for the cars of gods and w<omen ;
iL is hinted nt by Lady W. iu the prisenceofet Countcss
X., the Counitess wtispers it te Duchoss Y. with strict
injunùLions that iL shall go no furcher-at least no
furthor than 25,000 miles round the globe, loo son.
It is immediately oarnied by hier Grace to noar aud
dear friond, Mlle Dinh, whio larealhes it te a few of
the select at one of thoic socir.l gatherings, perhaps
a missionnry meeting. The ladies of course look
horrifled; are awfuilly surprised, but ail appear te
romember it remarkably well, and, like an avalanche
ef mtid it siidos tùrough the gcity, and is telegraphed
across flicAtlntie as a weli known ani undotibtclly
ascertaiued fact froin tho very highest authority, tLtt
Dulie Bloustor's liighly cducated and accomplisheat
wvifé lias cloped or is about te seek a divorce, etc.;
aud so iu the course of about 48 houra from a strictly
private and whispered insinuation (for there is usuially
not a particie ef trti in the whole thing) a fuit
dresseil and highly colonrcd fact is beiug discussod,
with thât keon relisli, ivith which, people will lick thoir
chops iWf the niost disgusting fashion, over al
Christendom. Or tîore is apolitical, sensation; some
tar-sigblted prattler, who bonghit bi3 way inte P'-rlia-
mont, montions that " be bolioves that bill," (ho isn't
soon wbat one), but that bill 1 i goingr to test the
strongyth eof the Governiment te the Ltmost." There-
uipon some partizin, 50 blind and prejudiced, that hoe
wouid tuinhle into a politiral ahbyss as broad and
black as Africa, thoughi iL stared him, p(,nt biank in
the inace, blusters iL ont te, his "1friends " in one et
thoir cosy littie retrents for rest aud recreation fromn
tlheir ardnus political. labours. .Along cornes ene et'
thoso ingenuious, painstaking, aud ambitions gentie.
moen epilet.! reporters, aud aftcr an bour's pretouud
interview lie rushes to the telegraph office sud forth-
wit'd procoeds te, unhurden bis seul, not forgettingy te
fully mnke rip for auy slight deficieucies on the part of
tre person iuterviewed. The uext rnerning appears in

orninous head lines the startling intelligence: «I'Gov't.
doomed ; rotten political shlp fast going to min on
the rocks of publie opinion and honest conveiition,"
and once more the public chuchie and fat.
Oc this time Il slc. ereated a sensationt." Tiiis is
mtsleading, it Should bo Ilshe is creatcd ont of sensa-
tion," whieh wvould bo for noaror the truth. The
gineçaI import of the sensation lîowevcr, is tlîat the
latest society belle appeared somewhere nt a hall in a
costume so cnormously ridiculous taat it oclipsed ail
preonos records, eminent as tlîey have becu, and
valixable to the country, and the îý,suIt waE., a sensa-
tion. The square truthi of the matter, elimlnating
iLs scientifie significance, is this - A sensation is any-
thing nidieulous, and to %=rate one it bocomes
necessary te do one of two thit gs-oither lie, or make
a fool of -otirself, your consciert,!(,, if any is left, take
the chteice, and the publie pay thA'r money.

And what are sensations de3tîaed to arrive et if
they t1vis go on, beconiing more vitiatcd and mislead-
iugt evc-ty day. Why this, somethingr worse than
commron lying, more dograding thali making a fool ef
yourself-sinee the lattier often requires very little
extraordiuary effort-more morbid fabrications, whose
only aima is to pander to dopraved toates and ah-
normal eppetites, requiring for their cencoction flot
an evcry day news-rcporter, but a second rate blood
and thunder novel tramp with a fertile imaginatioii,
a penny worth of judgment, and one grain of brain
welt hzeaten up and thoroughly mired. Have sensa-
tions aiready accomplished a work? Yes indeed,
you eaui sec it in every reading rooni and cluib, by the
enger eyes and bout forais ef the young especially, as
tboy seau the columus, searching after.,-. morsel of
.eonsation, and if disappointed by the disgtist with
whieli they too ofton turn away doclaring tbat the
papors are getting s0 unboarably dry and monotonous
as be positively unfit to rend. Dry because net
r.2oking with the poisonous dampness of scandai!1
Not worth rendinge because the frotb and scnm of a
bar-rooma canard or WVall Street story is wanting!1
You hiave only to look ovor the pages of litorature as
it cornes to tho. homes of millions in the shape of
lewspers, migazines and noveis, and yen sec

it giaring out on countless columus; occupying the
time and thoughts eof mon, absorbing the attention of'
the youugy, strikinr 'ivitli its loprous haud iute the
the thoughts and feelings ef muany who would not
own its soductive influence, but xvho are noverthoer
moved by its subtie and dangerous power. It its a
narcotic 'that steals its way along the nomns ef
thoughit se quictiy and yet so surely that its grasp is
bardly felt tili somne day it betta3 s itacit' by leaping
into the niind in a thousand damaging wîshos aud
vain regrets. It teaches people te believe what they
really do net believe, and thus encourages self-
decoption. It depraves the young, hurts the middle
aged, and, alas 1is not aiways rejected by thrz eid who
have grown up, slowly gliding down its tepid waters,


