
1UZ5 RIGIITIANDEDNESS.

fW it is general, or only exceptional, bas yet te lie determined by.
observation; but that acetion equivalent te rig-hthandedness con bé
taugh~t auch nimalà as tuie do-, boise, or elepharit, easily eneugli, ii
tee obvious te be dwelt upon. I bave found no difficulty in teaching
a faveurite dog to give the right pawý when ask-ed, and readily to dis-
criminate between it and the loft. But if the assumed universality, or
taentiral prevalence of rightbandedness, la to bo ascribed to organic
structure, consequent on the disposition of the arterles, the beart, &c.,
thon tràces of the sanie ou,"lit to bc common in the lower animais, and
manif'csted anoun, ail savages4 If, on the contrary, iL is solely acquired,
as a habit engendercd by the frequent occasions in which man lias te
use the limbs of the twe aides independently, and to give the prefer-
once unif'ormly te one or other in combined action, then it i8 scarcely
conceivable that ail nations, ancient and modern, savage and civilized,
should be found, undesi,'nedIy, and without concert, selectiog the
limbs of the sanie side. But in this, as in sbo many other enquiries,
the promises havo been more or lesa taken for granted. Professer
B3uchanan, in his "M 3echaniesi Theory of the Predominance of the.
Riglit Iand ever the Loft, starta 'with this assumption: Toueo
the ri-ht band in preference to the loft must bie regarded as a generni
characteristie of the family o? man. Tbere la ne nation, race or tribe
of men on the face of the carth at the present day, nion- whiom this
prefèece does not obtain; 'while, in former times, it ia shown te
havo cxisted, both by historieni documents and by the Etiil more
ncient and autheLtie testimiony of certain words, phrases, and modes
of speaking, which arc, I bolieve, to be found in evcry spoken )an-
guage.' ' This as- mes muchi whieh la probably truc, but of whieh,
thus far, WC have no praof.

It is a piece of inconscqiiýýntial rcasoning te infer froin the preference
for one band over anothr;r, of whichi the evidence is abundant in mnny
languages, ancient and m idern, that therefore the choice bas invariab]y
been of the saine liand. This is, in many caser, a mocre inference.

We ayIeitmatl ,cnu1 translate the ternis applicd to the favourito

band by that of righit 7tancl, without thereby assuming that it invarinbly
pertained te the sanie side *. 3Manifestly in the sense o? dextcrity, riglht-
handcdness would ho cverywhcre assigncd te the aide prefericdl by cern.
mon consent or usage. Practically, the most useful member of the
left-handcd man is iis Il i-lt hiand," though iL ho on what la styled
by the majoritý tho loft side, and ne one would regard iL as a miaap-


