CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

If the oounty of Sheflord, in the case of Jacub Couk, cumplu.inanl,
|} versus Robert Darah, respoudent, for selling jutoxicating liquurs
ona Sunday, it was decided by six nagis'rates, alter solemn
delibet6, that no action could be maintained undor the lute Law
for the Suppression of Intemperance, by a commaon informer!
The prosccution must be inetituted by the Revenue Inspector, and
by nobody eise ! Were there any ground to presume that these
fuactionarics had mistaken not merely the law in question, but
tho general law of actions qui tam, we nught hope hereafter fuu
a difforont decimon. Bemg mysell but hittle skilled in legal lore,
i 1am bound to suppose that siz of her Majesty’s Justices uf the
Peace could not possibly have erred in so important a point in
the interpretetion of her Majesty's laws ; although I must confess
Iam not quite clear how the informer 1s to obtan his moicty of
the penalty, which the law clearly declares ho shall have, How.
ever, doubtless thoir hondrs could explain it; at all eventa the
jurisprudence in Brooms on this point is settled, for after this
decision from u bench of six magistrates, it is clear no further
prosecutions can be maintained by a private individual for a vio.
lation of the license law. 1Indeed, I hear it very generally re.
gretted by tavorn keepers in this vicinily that they should have
“been so silly as to pay ten pounds for a license, when they could
have sold liquor us well without one, since no privato person
could prusecute, and a visit from the Revenue Inspector in these
parts 1s an event whereof the oldest inhabitant has not the re.
motest recollection. I {ear ji may be impolitic to publish this, for
if it once becomes known that such is the law, it will become a
law of license with a vengeance. Atall cevents, Mr. Editor, do
not circulate it in the country, for there are some magistrates in
adjvining towns who have not yet made the discuvery, that the
license law is not open 1o common informers.
Yours,
JoxNapas.

Loudon, 2ist Sept., 1851.

S1r,—Reforms s1e slow among a solid people. The very sturdi-
ness with which they cling to venerable errors 1s a warrant that,
they will difend truths sdopted by a long struggle. In northern
climes the sun, unlike that orb in the tropics, neither bursts un-
heard on a slumbering world, nor drops thick darkness like a
curtain by a sudden withdrawal. We have the first faint strug-f
gle of light with darkness, the gradual glow in the east, and at
last the full blaze of day, as the sun lifts majestically ahove the!
borizon. £t is in accordance with the harmony of our natural world
that the advance of the light of great moral and intellectual,
truths is marked by similar stages, from darkness to hght. There:
is not o single great advance made in the Reforms of our institu-.
tions towards ‘the full enjoyment of the universal rights of hy.;
manity recognised by our forefathers, though they could not per.‘
fect the idea to practice, which has not becn effected Ly the ear-
nest labors of generations, and been won by inches.

In this simple labor of Temperance Reform, how much
patriotism and earnest talent hus been enlisted 7 how many of|
the earnest wishes fur the full recognition of the truth that tem-:
perance should be practised by every member of the community ?
The stability of good government depends not only upon the
knowledge, but also the sobriety of its people. Therefore, in
order to have a sober and virtuous community, we must have
the sources of this niver of Intemperanco died up. A httle more
than & year ago, the Sons of Temperance circu'ated petitions
through various parts of the Western Province, and forwarded
thsm to Patliament, praying for tho amendment of the licenss

law. Itis true, we did not get all we wanted, but are thankfy]
for what we did vbtain, and we will ask for more next time.
We think the time has arrived that the traflic should be put
down by the strong arm of the law, But an objector to this
says, if you vsit the vender with the vengeance of the law, you
at once thoroughly arouse the indignation of his customers : they
regard him as a persecuted man ; moral suasion becomes useless ;
every avenue to the heart is closed. It is quitc true that the legal
probibition of (he liquor traffic in some communitics might have
such a tendency. Itappeared in this way some years ago in
the States of Massuchuselts and Vermont. The first laws
there forbidding the | quor traffic were over-ruled for a time,
bat now the traflic in these States, and we are happy to add
the States of Ohio and Michigan, is completely outlawed. We
maintain, therelore, that though the legal repression is generally
followed by a momentary re-action, yet, that the sober second
thought almost has uniformly affirmed the wisdom and justice of
such repression. Such oljectors as these seem to doubt that there
is now a sufficiently enlightened pub'ic sentiment and feeling in
this Province to sustain a legal interdiction. But let us have a
stringent interdict to carry or sustain, and we can resume effi-
ciently the elucation and the elevation of the popular concep-
tions on this subject.  We may be repeatcdly vanquished, but
truth will gain by agitation and diccussion. 'T'his class of ob-
jectors to temperance legislation appears to hold that views should
be left to moral'suasion for discip'ifie and repression, and nothing
punished but outrages on the persons and property of others.
But if they hold that dens of gambling und sensual infamy should
be repressed by law, but not grog shops, we wou'd thank them
to tell us why.- Wedo notthink any law can be wholesome that
is not cssentially just and equal. 'We do not consider the legal in-
hibition of liquor seliing the best form of temperance legislation
for thé present? What would be preferable as the first stepis
a careful and comprehensive provision by law for assessing the
expense and loss caused by the liquor traffic on those who fol.
low it. Ifit can be proved that three fourths of the public expen.

diture, in any county, town, or city, is causcd by the liquor traf.
fic, then those who make and sell such drink ought to bear the
burden thus cast upor the public. 1f crimes of the darkest shade
are mainly commitied under the inspiration of liquor, then let
its venders for gain restore to the community the cost of arresting
and convicting their share uf the malefactors.

If a law to this eflect was properly enacted, it would be effi-
cient in repressing intemperance and liquor selling, and, ma few
years, would give way to a law for the total interdiction of the
traffic. And we canuot belicve the inhabitants of any county,
towa, of city, couid be induced to vole the support of Alcoho.’s
victims off the shouiders of th: Rumseller back upon their own.
At all évents, we should like to {ry them. '

CaLeEn GRIFFITH.

. BIRTHS.

Montreal—21st ult, Mrs Jas Ross. of'a sem 24th ult. Mrs Robt Foraster,
aofason.  19ia ull, Mrs Architald M Goun, of a daughter.

Brampton—12ih ult, Mrs Alexaander MDougull. of a daughter

Sorel—20th ult, Mrs A Henderson, of a son.

P MARRYAGES,

Alfontreal—16th ult, by the Rev Wilham Taylor, D D, William Brews-
ter, Esq, to Anmie, second danghter of James Haldane, Esq.  25th plt,
by the Rev Robert M Gill. Mr Robert Abrakam, aivocate to Sarah only
daoghter of Mt Thomas Seed.

Pelram—16th ult, by the Rey 8 Kuig. Lewis G Carter, Eag, Pont Cul-
borne, 1o Mary Ficlden, oldest daughter of John Scholfield. Fsq

. DEATHS.

Bytown~16th ult. tho Hon Mary Fredeniea, wife of Col Dyneley, CB,
and sixter to Lord Ellenborough.
Drummondwile, C E—1oth uit, Susan, youngest child o1 R Nugent Waits,
, MPP. aged fourteen months
erth—18th ult, Mary Amanda doaughter of the late Wm Bell, Esq. and
grand-daughter of tho. Rev William Bell, agcd 20 years.
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