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lîîtethlîiikc a serp'ent, anid bM,fîmuI lik, an ttddti.''-1rov. xxiii.
31, 32.

lie not ti>:ng xmcblbi0 P-v xiii. 21.
A.wakce, '.e <Irmnkarils, und v. cep ; and hovl, ail yo drinkers

of 1ic".u . 5.
IStrong drink chahl hc bitter tai tluera tbat drinki."--lsaiah

xxiv. 9.
Ilo oie hlm Iii tliat givctl i s iieiglîbouir drink, fhiat puttest

tlîy battieto lu îî, aîîd înakest litrti rnk."-Holi. ii. 15.
Sîîrcly tucre must hc a nîeaîîiîg in tliese waiings ?
2:imily. WVe kuow it tu bc a iati (A dlaniger froîn thie records cf

litory-%vc tlmcrc sec flic npist ti.stiîiicd individtials and
nmationis failigc into tlie vice of umuakmnss~e il cf Noadh,
cf Job, cf Atlexander, and very in oy ofliers ini the pageocf sacred
as îvcll as cf profanei hiistory, wlio feui iite fhis viec-of the
Persiaiis, Grecians and Ilciiziis, Saracens anid Tluris, cacli ia
timir toril losiiig tUmeir Iiigl ttîu froiîi tie samne cause-and if
ivo look to a Inter date, %vo; toi still fi tip tliese records witb
inamîy nainesj otlierwî-so distiigmmmbiid and greaf, evei iii this or
day.

And naw for omîr oivn cxpcrtîunee. 19 Ihiero an individual la
aîîy splicrc or raîik cf lîfe w li cauiot tirîd co iou mbcr aîniong('
fils acquaiiitaaees anîd friends, iilio, fromi the teirîperate mise of
sucli drinkls have falca into fli. nmust degrading extrernes cf
drînkennuss, anîd liavu wc liot scumi roaîîy cf tlmem desend,
îîîto flic tocnîb ini fuis tilter)jlii: s conidition ?-~Alas !. if
înay hc Uîat tic flîcuglîfiît Jc hî.rruived iii wcrds that tirne liad
lurcd-tlîe renîiaibrmiico cf scPia, co near and dear te your-
seîf-render, locf, loat, boit, ini îli: bincfut vice-if se, permit
inc te sviipiibzc witli ycu, to s!mare your tcars--but let if bc a
îvarning 10 mis.

'fli tenîhermife ise tîmen of înemr-aniaig drinis appear frein thîe
listory oif flic 1>amt fiit, iii mîmr exemm ,and abov'e ail frein thec
wvords cf serîpture, ho ho attcnded wiîii cverv po.sible danger.

Let us uîov examîine flic oaly ofia!cr pafli tient rciiiains-tbc
pafli cf T1otal Abst inenice froîin ail thait en infoxieatc-this I
have already asserfed te lie giaurdud and !,afe, and strcwed with

blessagmi., nay thîcugli if is jaceil;r!v thme pafh cf God's cwa
chiosig-it is safe frein the iinl;iussbilîfiy cf yocr ever beceming
a drumikard wbiie vcO contifnue in if, anid if is puculiarly blcssed,
as Uic records cf àatimiîty and thie lines cf seipture show us,
it has houa fo)llo)wcd hy midividtials anmýd ntions distiaguislied
l'or flucîr stupeoririy, jliîsicealiy, nýiîîlv, andu liitilcettnally.

he following facts afford, 1 himk the mîîost satisfactory cvi.
dence possible on ftli subjeet-

"For forty ycars a ;od cf inîfinite n isdom and loive ganve te
Isrncl tlic verv besf liqimid for d;iik fi. ft lîcaven cutild provide;
and flic generafioui cf fue-tfotaîhurs a% lic d raîk this beverage prcvcd
thc meet courageomis and v.miaat of thec sens cf Abrahaîn that
ever cxîsted, even froin that <iay dowi f0 flic presemîf limne."1

"Wafcr, îa former dla% s, %vas Ulic coîiiion drink cf tlic peoplo.
ilbrahiain grave Ildgar and Iiici ait d. parfîig- a buffle cf wafer.
Abraliaîn's servant nsked cf llck.ili iîîtiting strongI r than
water, nor did shec ofli.,r te ge t ariv thing botter. Gileon's thirec
hundred valîaîît soldiers wverL ulrirakrs of w atU r. KagY Siol siept
svitb a cruise cf ivîtcr at is hoîstr-r. -N alal, at hb .ýliec 1 blheur-
ing feast, gave fic pcople iitth)iîag but iter tii drink. 'l'ho
lsraehitcs, as we have sceca, dmriîg fébriy years ini flic wilderiiess,
hîad aefhîing to drink but wvater. 'i'ne prîilict E-iYili, was pro.
vided hy Ged hîlmsecf wit!h iiothiiroL but ivaiier. TlJie nid proplief
offièred hîs gmîcst Ilbrcad and vater."1 Olmaclîli fêd a litiiidred
prehiliLs %vith hmead zind %wnkr. lie K mî_ of ismiel ,ct before
flic Syrans hîream andi wa!em, andmit ifs s iiml, lie II s- t gicil provi-
siens bcforc ihîcîn." David aima liis eoi t u rimi's wce drink.-
ors cf water. Saumsoni, thc çtraîigef inidu, draink ncfhîfing bit
îvaler. Ti'te Nazarites wcmc driiikers cf wvîfer, yct, .lccîiah
says, thiaf "tlcy wec imore ruddy than ruhies, t;icir poliplnng
Ivas cf iampphirc." Thc Jetvisl Priests wvere drinkers cf water.
It was c.siniinnided to 1,m3, b Soloinon mu) drinlk icithier wvînc nom
strag dramike, anh, tîmrefore, notinmi bat ivater. Isaiali procmises
thme chmmrch nothmng stronger, fur lc savs, làbroad sîmîml bu givea
thc and xwafcm shii bc sume." DanXl- and bis fmllcwers wcerc
wafer dhnraas, yef la hicaltli, liearty anmd v-irorous, thîey siirpassed
their fclw.John flic iaptist uimaik wte.Ouîr Lord was a
wmîtcr drim'iken, for lue askcd nadcr of tlic wonian cf Saîmiaria, mmcd
sent his dîai 1 iIs imîfo flic cîfy tu boy ircad, nct tu boy winc for
the smltîîuucs hie Jîrm ded noflîiag butf wsatcr ; anîd in flic Bock
of Rcvclations, Fp-aliiig cf lîcavemi ii-self, ltu is said te Icad his
pecople te"' living fouaitains cf wafer."1

'l'le Rechmabifes mentioncd hy Jcrcmiz-hi, absfaincd cntirchy frei

winel und strong drink, and to tlîos day <iîscrv tlic toiii t bSif.
nenco priniciple thcv receivcd froîin tlîcir father; nnd whle cHlier
nations have passed away, and are noiv no more, the Rechabitua
sti exiot as a monument of Goti's bleBsîng anid protection.

XVc have an nccutnt of thc Ethiopiains, terined Maerobianq,
because of their lcngevity. Thtese people wverc reinarkablc for
thicir bcauty, and tuo large proportion of flîcir iîdy, in cach of
îvhich thcy surpassced other mnen. In Uhe agre of Caibriysesq lhry
Iivcd to a hundred and twceiity ycars oid, and some in a langer
pcriod; yet they fcar-ted uipon roasfed flesh, and used nîiik for
flîcir drink. Tiiesr peoplc were flic neighhboîrs of the Egypitians,
and must have brec wo'lt.l equaited îvith thvir mode of livînz, and
probably %vould have been iinllucnt-vd bythur if thry had hecîî
drinkers Gf winc. Tlhis tcs.ttunony o fic* fiather of lîîsiary is vaiu-
able, because if shows thint thiese- Ethiopians, who abstaiiicd froin
alecliolie, or intoxicating drinks, werc tai), strong, handsor, and
si) acfed for their Iongcvity as to be cailed Macrobians.

"(caser, speaking of tile Suievi, says that «tlîev werc hy far
flic greatest and niost powerfîîl in war of --ilic nations in
Germany,' and adds, ' thcy live for tlic imost part, on nîiilk and
animal food. XViîe thcy do not admit at ail to lic importcdl
zimong thein becaise tlîcy -belicve that by it, men arc sucrvatcd,
miade cifeminafe, and incripabic (,f cnduring labour.' Iiow
cxactly the judgmcnt, of tiiese Sutevi accords wvitth facts of
history! Thc ancient nations wvere lpoerfui in proportîin as
tlîey wvere abstinent, and became effenjiinate in proportion as thev
indulged la incbriating liquors. Babylon aad Nineveli niglît
have beurt saved by te-totaIism; it was drutikenie-ss that cor.
ruptcd thcm, and made tbicrn an vasy prey to tlîcir eninies.
The Persian tec-toballcrs took flahylon, la cnocquene of flie
citizens bcbng Nvors tian beastly drunk. The tower of Belus,
ia its prescat dcIapidatcd state, seema te have been prescrved
until noVi, as a fearful tuumb or ornainent of thaf druaken city.
We nîigbit cal iLth flc' Drunkards Mlemorial.' Thc persians in
theïr turn, adopted the view of thiose thcy liad conquereri, andi
thîca becaîno the easy prey of their L'acmics. Druiîkenness
cbivercd tic vast empire îvbiei Alexandcr co>rnmiauded, and
called hie owzi."

"lBorne conquered the world by the valour of lier abstinent
bernes ; but luxury and intemperance paralvzcd thc energies cf
lier citizens, rcducedl lier te a state cf dcpcndeaev on Ulic
abstinîent barbarian hordes that dIwclt ocmiber froafiers, anid, ut
iength, made lier an easy prcy of Uicsc couragcdus tec-totalers.
The history cf the Saracens and Turks, affords illustrat ion cf Uie
saine truth. The luxurieus Saracens of Bagdad trciabled la
the presce cf the abstinent Turks, yiclded to thecir power; and,
in Uîicir tum, tlic Tuaks inebriated wvith, opiunm instcad of ivine,
are passvcly waiting te be swcpt away frein the face cf thoc
earfh."l

IlWc have nzlready scc'i that the ancient Romans did net
drink winc. Gibbon observes, 1 Uîaf in the acre cf Hoîner ic
vinie grew wild ia Sieilv and the ne-iglbbouring shcres, but ne
ivines were mude from it.' Piiny asserts: tiat wiac was neot used
by the ancient inhlabitants cf Italy. H-e says that *Ronmulus
pourcd eut mili and not wvine as a libation t£) Uhc gods ; and thmat
it ivas acessary te inakeo laws te comapel the hîcabandinen tu
eultivate thc vine."ý

la a passage from Ilomer, we Icara that llcetor, vho was
contemporary iih Sampson, considercd winc as, 'ncrvating,'
and tiierefore rcfused te drink any, ailieutgli, pressed te dIo 50 by
bis niother; and if Hector did net drink ivine we may rest as.
stired that the hero did net administer if te bis troops.",

IPliay assures us that the ancient Rinans had net wvine te
drink, but that wvafer or înilk was their beverage; and we kuoiv
tbid both peets and historians dwve1h ci thmose olden tirnes cf total
abstinence as the goulden age cf ltaly."1

IlThe history c'f Cyrus shows that the ancient monarclis cf
Persia did net use wine; and if fthe kings practised total absti-
nence, we may bc sure flîat Uic puple did flot use a more eosfly
drink than their severcegs. Cambyses becaîne fend cf svine,
but stili we bave frein lerodotus, Uîat tic army cf tbat mnonarcli
lîad nothiag but water for their commun drinik.

Thei Koran enjoins on the foiiowvers cf Mahomet, total abstin.
once fromn wine ; and a vcry large number cf biis disciples rigidiy
adhere tu bis injunctien, cspeciaily, in Amebia, and yct tiiese mien
and womn arc among tic fincst and stroagemit people upon camth.
The conqucsLs cf thc Saraceas, wcrc ia a great measure ewing te0
tlieir abstinence ; fer ne sooner did thcy begia te relax ia their
obedience te flua comamand cf ftic propliet, tuian tlîey began te de.
gecrutc and succub te tbcir ciicai. The TIurk9ý before tlîcir


