ON CRRISTIAN BADPTISM.

und scal our ingrafting into Christ, and partaking
of the benefits of the covenant of grace, and our
engagement to be the Lord’s,”

4, Another inquiry connected with this rite is,
whoarethe propersubjects of ityor to whom ought1t
tobe admistered? Onthe points previously touch-
ed upon there has been,and 1s,an almost entire con-
formity of opwnion ; but on tius point, who are the
proper subjects of this ordinance, there has been
much controversy in the christian church. [ shall
here state not in the form or spirit of a
polemic, but with the plainncss and simplicity of a
christian teacher, what seems to be the doctrne of
scripture on this head.

Observe then that we do not find any where in
scripture any fixed rule laid down to enable us to
determine the age, the attainments, the character,
of those who should be admitted to this christian
ordinance. The words of the institution are very
general. Thefollowing translationis more literal,
and does not vary in sense from the authorized
version. ¢ Proceeding forth make ye disciples of
all nations by baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
and by teaching them to obscrve all things whatso-
ever I have commanded you.” The injunction is to
make disciples of all nations, this is tobe done by
baptizing them; and this baptism is to be followed
up witha full course ofinstruction regarding every
thing which Christ has commanded. With re-
spect to adultsitis quite obvious, that there is no
mode of making them disciples but by a previous
course of instruction sufficient to meke them ac-
quainted with the nature of this ordinance and the
claims of the gospel upon their belief.  The plan
which the Jesuit missionaries followed of passing
through extensive countries and sprinkling water
in the name of the Trinity over multitudes 2t once,
without any previous or even subsequent instruc-
tion, was as repugnant to common sensc as to
scriptural precedent. Such a practice could not
by any possibility make christian disciples. For
this cannot be done otherwise than by mstructing
them who Christ is and what he hath taught.
This plan, we have cvery recason to believe the
apostles and primitive missionaries uniformly ob-
served. They instructed their catechumens in some
short summary of christian doctrine, which so soon
as they fully understood and embraced, they were
admitted by baptismto a full standing inthe chureh,
and to a frec pacticipation in all its privileges, In
this manner the Ethiopian prince was baptized af-
ter Philip had preached Jesus to him.  So Corne-
lue and I6s houseliold were baptized after Peter had
discoursed to then of the death and resurrection
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of Christ; and the Philippian jailer, after Paul and
Silas had spoken to hun the word of the Lord, and
had solved his question, « What must I do tobe
saved? was baptized, he and all his straightway,”
Nor can there be any doubt that this was the uni-
form practice of the church in regard to adults
converted from heathenism to the christian faith.
They were previously instructed before they were
baptized, and it was not until they ob-
tained a competent knowledge and belief of the
leading articles of the gospel, that they weread-
mitted into the clurch by this initiatory ritc, and
were numbered among the professed disciples of
the Lord Jesus. We reach then this conclusion
that persons arrived at years of understanding
were not admitted into the church by baptism until
they were instructed, and professed their faithin
him. Up to this point the whole christian church is
agreed on the question, who are proper subjects
of baptism 2 In regard to the condition on wlich
this rite should be admiwstered to adults, the Ana-
baptist and the Predobaptist are of the same senti-
ment, and thus far their interpretation of the wilt
of their common Saviour harmonizes.

But then there is an onward position which the
Pa:lobaptist has attained on which his fellow
christian, the Anabaptist, cannot follow him ; and
that i, the admission of infants and children into
the christian church by baptism, The grounds
on which the Anabaptist refases to assent to this
practicc, are chiefly these :—That as infants and
children cannot be taught, they cannot in strict
propriety, become disciples, nor participate in the
fellowship of saints ; they can neither believe nor
profess belief ; and therafore they ought not, itis
alledged, be admitted to a commnumty wherein
such belief and profession are the conditions of
fellowship.  In order toexlibit what we deem the
insufficiency of these grounds for the exclusion of
nfants from this imtiatory ordinance, let us ob-
serve, that at this day infant baptism is administer-
ed among evety consulerable diviston of the chrig-
tian church, as an ordinance having the implicd
sanction, as is believed, of its divine Head.  Fol-
lowing the history of the church backward from the
present day, until the timeof the apostles, it can-
not be determined that there is any period in
which this practice did not prevail, while there is
very satisfactory cvidence that it has prevailed
cven from apostolic times.  Again we think this
practice has both a direct and ndirect sanction
m the scripture historiess  The practice is no
where expressly forbidden. It is not at variance
with the words of the nstitution ; for those who
observe it resolve to make disciples of the young
hy haptizing and instructing—cach as the cluld 1y



