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.mnd scal aur irsgrafting into Christ, andi partaking
cf the bencfits of tise covenant of grace, and aur
engagement ta bc tise Lord's."

4. Another inquiry connccted with this rite ie,
who arethe propereubjects of itor ta wiiom oughit s
ta be administerelOui Ui points previousiy toucis-
esi upon there lias beenand irsan almost entire clin-
forrnity of opinion ; but on tiis point, wlia arc the
proper subjeete of tis ardinance, thero hias been
unuch controversy in the christuan cisurch. 1 shail
here state not ini the faim or spirit of a
poiemie, but with the piainnoe andi simplicity af a
chrietian teacher, whiat seouns ta bie the doctrine of
scripture an this head.

Observe thon that wc do net finsi any where in
scripture any fixed rule laid down te enabie us ta
deterasine the age, the attainments, the cliaracter,
of those who, shouid hc admittesi ta tisis christian
ordinance. The ivords of tie institution are vcry
general. The fallowing translation is more literai,
andi doca nlot vary in sensie fraont the aîtlshorized
version. IlProeedingr forth make yo disciples of
al nations by baptizing tisern in tic naine of the
Father, ana of tic S'on, andi of the HIoly Ghost,
andi by teaching theun ta observe ail tlsingsq whatso-
ever 1 have consmandesi you." Tise injonction lit to
unale disciples of ail nations, tisis is to ho donc by
baptizing tlîem; andi tiiis baptisni is ta bo foliowed
up with a full course ofinstruction regarding every
tbing which Christ bas comnranded. With re-
spect ta adults it is quite obvious, tiîat thcre is no
mode of making thora disciples but by a proviens
course of instruction suficient to mako thons ac-
quaintedl with the nature of tbis ordinauco anai tise
claims of tise gospel upon tiseir belief. Tise plan
whiclî the .Tesuit missionarios, followcd of passing
througli extensive countries andi sprunkling wvater
in thse riante of the Trinity ovor multitudes Pt once,
without any previous or oeon subsequent instruc-
tioni, was as repugynant to common seuse as to
scriptural precedlent. Such a practice could flot
by assy possibility mnae chistian disciples. For
tisis cananot ho donc otlserwise tlian by iîiitructiiig
then 'who Christ is and what ho bath taughit.
This plan, we have cvery reason ta beluovo the
apostles ansi primitive misionaries uiformly obi-
aervcdl. Tiicy instructcsl their catecliumeiw in sorne
saort summaryof christian doctrine, which su soon

as tisey fuliy tinderstoadaand embracod, tisey ivere
aflmitted y haptisito, a full standing in the cisurcli,
and ta afîceeparticipation in ail itse privileges. In
titis unanner tie Etiîiopian prince wvas bapti:ted af-
ter Piiip hiad preached Jesus ta himi. Sn Cornte-
IUP anu i, Ilolntgtsoid rl NV pTC e aftcr Poter hsai
discoursesi ta thiscn aof tho dca-tii andi resurrection

cf Christ; andi the Plilippian jasler, after Paul andi
Silas liasit spokien te hsui tse word of tise Lord, and
hand sol'Ves bis question, "~Ia¶ wiimust I do, tu le
saved? was baptizesi, lie andu ail hie straiglstway."
.Nor can tiiere bc any doubt that tis was tise uni-
form practice ot' tise ci urci in regard ta allaita
convettes front heathenîýsu-t te tise clîristian faitis.
Tiîcy wec previously intitructed before they werce
baptized, ansi it ivas net uuîtil tisoy ab-
tainesi a coinpetcnt knowvledgo and blier f fthe
leadinig articles of the gospel, tia tlsey were adl-
naittesi inte tUic ciurciî by titse initiatory rite, and
wcre nunîberesi amouîg tise professesi disciples aof
the Lord Jesus. WVo reachi tisen tis conclusion
that persons arrivesi at "-a-rs o? Undeystanaing
woec nlot admittcdl iustu the ciuircîs by baptisun until
tisey werc instructed, andi professesi thseir faîtis in
isim. Up te thîs point tihe %i. liule cliristian, church le
agrreesi on the question, %vho are proper subjects
of baptism ? In regard te the conîdition on wicli
titis rite shouisi bc adosisîiistcrcd te adulte, tho Ana-
baptist and the Poedobaptist are of tise samne senti-
ment, and tlius far tiscir interpretation of thse willi
af tisir commun Saviuur harmonizes.

flot thon tiiere is an onward position w.hiclà tise
Pafflobnptist hias attusincel ont which his fellow
Chîristian, tic Anabaptist, cannet follow him ; ansi
that i_, tIse admission of infants and cisilsiron into
tise cliristiais churcîs iy baptueni. Tise grouns
on '.viicii tise Anabaptist refdses ta assent ta titis
practîco, are chsefly tîse :-That zs sifants ansi
chidren cannot bc tatîglt, they cannot in strict
propricty, becorno disciples, nor partîcipate in the
fcliowship cf sainîts ; tisOy can noitiser beliovo noir
profess belief ; andi tierrforo tisey ou git not, it is
aliesigosi, bc admîttesi ta a comintunsty wlîoroin
sucls ler ansi profession aro tise conditions of
feliowship. In order ta exisihit wlsat wo dcciii tise
insuflicsency cf tiie grounsis for tise exclusion or
infants froun titis instiatorv ordunance, let us ai)-
serve, tisat at titis day infanit baptisin is administer-
oui amnong ovcry considerablo division cf tise chie-
tiaus clîurch, as an ordinaruce hiaving, thse implicîl
sanction, as is bolsevesi, of its divine JIC-ici. FOl-
lowingr tise histary cf tise cisurcîs backward frons tise
prcent day, iîntil the tînie of tise apostles, it ean-
not boe determinesi that thoe is any periosi in
wiiicli this prisctîco liii nlot prevail, wiiile tisere is
very satisf-tctory evisieusce tîsat it lias prevaileul
even front apnstolic times. Again wo tisink titis
practico lias hoth a direct andi indirect sanction
lus the scriptssro histories.u Tise practico je no
wviicre expressly forbidsleti. It et ltit variance
with tise ivords cf tise institution ; for thoso wisn
observe it, resolvo ta unake disciples of tise yong
!sy luaptizius aussisnstrtictingr--acli as tise cluild i u


