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Whether any perfumed Jady would bo disconcerted at learning
tho soirees of her perfumes, cach ady must decido for herelf
but it seems that Mr. De Ia Rue auwd Doctor Hoffinan, in their
capacities as jurors of the Great Exhibition, have wuuds tervible
havee among the patimery.  They have found that many of
the seents said to be procured from Hlowers and fruits, sre weally
produced from anything but tlowery sources; the pesfuren are
chemists enough {o know that similar odowrs may e often pro-
duced from dissimikar substances, and if the halferown bottle of
perfumo really has the required odour, the perfumer does not
expect to be asked what kind of odour was emitted by the sub-
stantco whence the perfime was obtuined.  Now, Doctor Lyon
Playfair, in his summary of the jury investigation abve alluded
to, Lroadly tells us that these primary odours are often most
unbearable.  # A peeuliardy fietid oil, termed fusel oil, is fosmed
in making brandy and whiskey; this fusel oil, distiled with
sulphuric acid and acetate of potash, gives the oil s pears. The
oil of apples is male from the sume fusel oil, by disullation with
sulphuric acid and bichromate of potash.  The oil of pinc-apples
is obtained from a product of the avtiva of putrid cheese on sugar,
or by making a soap with butter, saud ditilling it with aleoliol
amd sulphude acid; and is now Jrgely employed tn England in
making pineapple ale. Ol of grapies and oil of eognac, used to
impart the lavour of French counae to Dritish brandy, are littho
less than fusel oil.  The attificial ol of bitter ahnondsy, now o
farzely employed in parfuming sonp and for tlavouring confec-
tionary, is prepared by the action of nitric acid on the fetid oils
of gastar. Many a fair forehead is dawmped with eau de mille-
Aeurs, without kuowing that its essential ingredient is derived
from the drivago of cowhonses.  In all such cases as these, the
chemical science involved is, really, of a high onder, and the
perfume produced is a bona-fide perfume, not one whit less
sterling than if produced from fruits aud flowers. The ouly
question js one of commercial houesty, in giving & name no
longer applicable, aud charging too highly for a cheaply produced
seent.  This mode of sawving u penny is chemieally right, Lut
commerciadly wrong.

The Freach make a large quantity of sugar from beet-root;
and in the processes of manutacture there remains behind a thick,
black, unctuous molusses, containing much sugar, but fiom other
causes impregnated with 1 nauscons tiaste and 1 most disagreeable
stell.  Men will wot eatit, but pies will; and so to the prgs it has
gone, untit IX. Dubranfant showed (25 he has lately done,} that
this molasses is something better than pig’s meat. e dissolves,
aml decorposes, and washes, and clilfies, until he ends by pro-
ducing akind of ear sueréd, a beantiful clear and colourless syrup
or sugar-liquid, containing weardy the whole of the sascharine
principle from the offensive and almost valueless molret .

How can wo make one kind of paint or liquid produce many
different colowry, an:d this with an amount ot materind almost
beneath the power of mau tv weigh or measure? Mr. De I Rue
has solved this question by the production of his beautiful irides-
cent and opalescent paper.  Both mechanically and optically, the
production of these papers is strikingly interesting.  Water is
poured into a flat vessel; and, when quite trampuil, 2 very nunnte
quantity of spirit. varnish is sprinkled upon the surfuaca: this Ly
a specics of attraction between the two liquids, spreads out on all
sides, and covers the whele surfice in a film of exquisite thinness,
A sheet of paper or a card-board, or auy other article, is then
dipped fairly into the water, and raised gently with that surface
uppermost which is to receive the eoloured adormment; it lifts up
the film of varnish from off the swifree of the water, aud this
film becomes deposited on the paper itself.  The paper is held
in aninclined position, to allow the water to drain off' from
beneath the film; and the vamish then remains permanent on
the surface of the paper. Now, the paper thus conted with
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colourdess varnish exhibits the prianatic tnts with exquisite clear-
ey the fil of vavuish is xo extremely thin—so fir beneath
anything that could be laid ou with a brush or pencil—that it
retlects light ou the same principle as the soap-bubble, exhibiting
dilferences of eolour on account of minute ditherences in the
thickness of the film st ditherent pats; and not only o, but the
self-sime spot exhibits ditferent tints according to the angle at
which we view it 1t 35 a lovely material, and lovely things way
be produced from it. We cannot speak of it as producing some-
thinyg out of nothing: but it is a means of producing a buautiful
result with a marvellowsty small expenditure of watesdals,

The elinkery, ashes, or cindesy, which vemaiu in furnaces after
wetalluegic operations have been completed, may appear to be
amony the wost useless of all nseless thinge.  Not so, however,
1t they contain any metal, there ave men who will ferret it out
by some means or other. Not mauy yews sinee, the ashes of
the cokie used in bries-furnaces were earted away as rubbishy but
shrewd peaple have detectd o good deal ot voluilised cop-
per mixed up therewith; aud the brssanakes ean sow find
a mauket for their ashes as an infaior hind of copper ore. It
needs Jandly to be stated that all sorts of filings and raspings,
cuttings and elippings, borings and turnings, and odds an | ends
in the real metatlic fosm, are wii mailable tor reemeling, whatever
the metal may be—all is grist that comes to this unll.  1f the
metal be a cheap one, it will not pay to estricate a stray per
centage from ashes aud clinkers; but, if it be one of the more
costly metals, not only me all seraps and ashes and skivnuings
preseved, but patticles ave sought for in o way that may well
astonish thoe to whom the subject is new, Take gold as an
example.  Thero are Jew dealers anit Christian dealers also, win
sedulously wait upon gilders and jowellers at intenvals, to buy up
everything (be it what it may) which has gold in or upon it
Old and useless gilt frames ave bought; they ave burat, and the
ashes so treated as to yield np all their gold.  The fragments, and
dust of gold, which arise during gilding, are boushe and refined.
The leather cushion which the gilder uses is bought when too old
for use, for the suke of the gold particles whiclt insinuate them-
selves mto odd nooks and corness.  The old leather apron of 2
jeweller is bought; it is a rich prize, for in spite of its dnty fook,
it possesses very auriferaus attractions.  The sweepings “of th
floor of a jeweller’s workshop are brught; and there is probably
no broom, the use of whiclt t« stipulated for with moze strictness
than that with which sueh a floor is swept.  Inshort, thete are in
this world (and at o time <o mueh as at the present) a sut of
very wetul people, who may Fe designated manufacturing seaven-
gors: they clear away refuse wh” 1 wonl else envumber the ground
and chey putioney intothe pockets bothof buyers andsellois s they
do effectually create a something out of a commercial nothing.

Tlow to save a penny by using dairy dainage, and shwghter-
house drainage, and honse drainaze, and street diainage, and
stable drainage, and old bones, and old rags, and spent tam, and
flax steep-water—how to create value by using such refuse as
manure for fields and gardens—is one of the great questions of
the day, which 1o one whe takes up a newspaper can tail to find
clucidated iu some form ov other.  Chemistey is here the giand
ceonomiser.  Chemistry is indeed Nafure's housewife, making
the best of everything,  «The dippings of the travelling tinker,”
as Dr. Playfair well says in one of his lectures, # are mixed with
the parings of horses hoofs from the smithy, or the cast-off
woollen gavments of the inhabitants of a sister isle, and soon
afterwards, in the form of dyes ol brightest blue, grace the dress
ot courlly dames.  The mam ingredient of the ink with which
1 now write was possibly ouce part of the broken hoop of an old
beer burrel.  The bones of dead animals yield the chief con.
stituent of Incifer matehes. The dregs of port wine—arefully
rejected by the port wine drinker in deeanting his favomite



