
122 National Education in C'arada.
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Frorn wvhat lias been said in preceding papers, on titis subject, it seis
obviuus that we must eihler -ive up the idea of imparting special religiotis
instruction in the comnmon, school, or abandon a national system. of Education.

Atgether, there appears to be no other alternative. If, therefore, a greneral
1%ystem. of schools be requisite-and Tew will be found to question it-then that
whioli is strictly religions mulst be disiingnished fromw~hat is pureiy iiterary.
There are insuperable difliculties iii the wvay of uniting them as subjects of
instruction in the saine school, and by the saine teacher. Nor do we fear that
tither will be less elliciently impartcd, because îlus kept distinct. I cannot
better close xny 'reinarks on titis topic titan by quoting a paragrapli froi Ille
last ]Report of lte Cief Superintendent of Schools, for Upper Canada. î-le
8.1y";, "4Ail theories wvhichi transfer to te day-schoolmaster, between Ille
hours of fine o'clock in the moruling and four ini the afiernoon, during five
days of the weeic, te obligations and dulies wlîict te Holy Scriptilies, the
primitive ages of ilie christian churchi, and te constitutions of ai1l religions
persuasion, enjoin upuin parents an(l clergy, must be nnsound ani vicions In
principle, and immoral in tendency. Ail titeories which make te State the
servant and creature of tite Chnirch is, as ail history demonistrates, degrading
to the former and corrupting, t te latter. Ail theories NvIlioh leave any
portion of the population wviitout a pubLic provision, for instruction in the
elements of a practical education, are at vartiance Nvith the principles and ends
of good governmetît, and hostile to thte rigits and interests of men. Ail
theories which cornlpel, by human enactîment, States, or communities of menî,
in respect to forins and exorcise of religion, infringe lthe prerogative of
Jehovah himself; trample upon te individuai responsibility of man to lus
Maker, and involve lte assuirnpîions on wvhich have been based Ille rnost
grind ing politico-ecclesiasticai despotism andl cruel persecutions, titat have
cursed mankind and ,rixnsonecl the church of God."1

There is no feature in thte history of Canada, more gratifying or more
htopeful, than Ille rapid progress and( succcssfiil Nvorking of her educational
institutions, and especially Ille coimnon scitools-titat progress in every
respect-in t1ie character of the schoolis, and the mode o! ilheir supprt,-in- the
qÙalification of the teachers and lthe ainounit of their remuneration,-in the
siie and style o! the scitool-Itouses, andc the extent of thoir accommodations,
-are alike checring arîd instructive. It is highly creditable Io te first
qettlers in lte country, that se soon as two or thrce hat. erected, w-ithin a
distance of a feiw miles o! cadli other, dwellings for their famtilies, they imine-
diateiy joined togoîluer in pnîting up, in somne central spot, a logr cabin Ie
8erve the double purpose of a scliool-house during the wcek, and a meeting-
b'ouse on lte Sabbath. Many of these places were sminal, uncomfortable and
ill-futinishcd, but they were suited to the exiglencies of lte timcs-and iii


