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senior, thercupon invites the friend
to a littie celebrating breakfast. At
the feast only intimate friends are
present, among them four bîg-wigs in
lawv and politics. After coffee, Hum-
bert, senior, draws bis friend aside
and signs to bis daughter-in-law to
follow. The ex-lMinister grows confi-
dential. Thiere are many difficulties
in the settling up of an inheritance of
one bundreci and twventy millions, and
the expenses incident thereto are of
course heavy. Neither* he nor his
daughter-in-law have the funds re-
quired. They need two millions, but
they are naturally disinclined to deal
with usurers. Their friend thoughi
had Influential banking connections,
and they wvould allow a commission
of ten per cent.

That very night the friend Ieft for
Cyeneva and quickly negotiated a loan
of two millions (francs). But the
Geneva banliers have neyer recovered,
nor the f riend either, who loaned botb
his commission and a heavy sum. fromn
lus own pocket. He is now among the
more regretful creditors.

That wvas the beginning of it. Then
the plot thickzened. The lieirs cannot
be allowed to corne into their fortune,
for why then should they want to
borrow ? Obviously, complications are
needed. Therese supplie(l them, and
wild and rugged they were. She liad
invented a dtead man, but now she in-
vented two living ones, and these two
she kýept actively and viciousby alîve
for eighteen years in the brig-ht glare
of the courts ani tCe financial înarts
of France. People believeti that they
existeti, too, else shie coulti not bave
borrowed a cent. But she did borrow
rnoney, andi indeeti millions of francs.
XVe cannot appreciate luow she diti it,
but we bave to accept the fact in spite
of ourselves. lier creditors, alas!
bave to accept it, too.

The cbapter whicb started the neces-
sary complications reatis briefly as
follows: The Humberts, counting on
the early enjoyment of their inherit-
ance, hati begun to ]ive in an ex-
pensive fashion on mioney borrowed.
Andi then one brigbt day tbeir ex-
pectations had a setback. Two
strangers calîeti. They were Henry
and Robert Crawford, nepbews of the
(leceaseti, and they brougbt a second
wilb of tbeir uncle's of tbe samne place
anti same date. But according to this
wvil1 tbe two nephews andi Marie
d'Aurignac, sister of Therese, were to
inherit equally the entire fortune, ex-
cepting a montbby ablowance of tluîrty
thousand francs for Therese. Thus,
you see, Tberese was virtuably (lisin-

beriting hierseif of bier îmaginary for-
tune. But she took goot care to malze
tbe two Crawvfords extravagantly gai-
lant. The eider hasteneti to assure
lier tbat tbey would not tbink of ex-
acting the terms of the second i]ii,
as tbey certainly were entitled to do.
They were eaclh worth four or five
buDdre i million francs, tbey did not
know precisely howv muclh, but any-
bow tbe bundreti million of Uncle
Crawford coulti make no difference.
So thus far it looks as thougli there
were to be no complications.

"But," addet one of the nephews,
"our dear uncle liad one supreme

wish, anti that ivas to see the familles
of Crawford andi d'Aurig-nac united.
Now, if one of us coulti marry you ?"

"But I arn alreatiy marrieti."
"Thien your sister ?"

" Marie is flot of age."
However, tbat titi not matter. The

brothers could wait for lier. But they
woulti not relcase tbeir dlaims for any
otber consideration. Xherewith they
anti Mme. Humbert drew up an agree-
ment. All the bonds, etc., composing
the fortune of the late Crawford wer6
to remain in the custotiy of Mme.
Humbert, but they wvere to be kzept
most sacredly sequestere(I until the
majority of Marie. M\-eantime the
bieirs were to wait, except Mme. Hum-
bert, who was to be allowet iber
montbly _pension out of tbe accruing
interest. But sbe was not, under any
pretex.%t whatsoever, to dispose of any
of the fortune, or use it as security
for a boan, untier -penalty of forfeit-
ing ber dlaims entirely. Out of deli-
cacy, the hand of Marie was not men-
tioned as the consitieration, but it was,
plainly indicatet by tbe pbirasiîg, " an
equitable transaction wvhicb botb par-
ties bati amicably agreed upon."

Inspection reveals tue wvon drous
beauties of Mine. Humbert's compli-
cations. At flrst sigbit they seemi too
stringent, hence no one would believe
that sbe hiad inventeti tbem against
hierself. She could flot, for instance,
use tbe sequestereti fortunes as secur-
ity, but that wvas because slue titi not
want to. She (bld not want that pureby
imaginary fortune sei:'ed for tiebt, anti
she could create the àdebts without
using it as security. Sbe had tbe mil.
lions in bier possession, witb tbe ex-
pectation also of eventual owvnership,
as soon as Marie shoffld nuiarry a
Crawford. People do not always lent
on inberitance in expectation, but
Therese hati hers alreatiy, actually in
bier bouse and in a strong chest. This
wvas tempting, an(b tbey would lent.
Possession, anti yet inability to use,


