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I3ENEDICT JOSEPHI LABRfE.*

lit. Augustinie uised ta pray, "lLord garant me te
l<tow tbec aind to knowv myscit'. To kinow thec,

ini ordIur te lova thee, ta know anysoit' ira erder to des.
ise tllyselt'. And tiaose words wcre frequently silpon

t ei lips otf Benediet Josepla Libre, iad God aanswered
biais iii titi inspiration wlich drew hilai tu a lifo eof

bizi-talaîr poverty and penaanco as a mnait§ of crticitý-ing
Il I.V lov the world's ogteem.

The parents of tbis holy nainr were flot poor. True,
tlmoy huit illeoni oidron, of whoin Iletiod jet waas the
elilést, but by lais brade as i intrclant, the l'iîthosr gaained
>tttifrienit o antain lais largo t'ainily cnnaforbitiably,. On
lhe~ 27th Miîwch, 1748, lte little ficatedict wats baaptbxed
ut lie paîrista claurch of Ainottes, in Franace, bciaîg thon
but a dtty otd. Fri lais eariie.4 iaiinciy it secmced ais
if the vlaild wat; specinliY ieved saad favored by

Gud, lais dispsto waas se, patient, se sweet, k;0
ducale. To ai piou paîrents then it %vas an easy
illid 11:mpjy task te instruct hina lis theo boly
U:îtlalio fii, for wiac net oniy libtened aittera-

tively. but tscemed in' tais childiAh way ait once te
litt:i pitietice the~. lessont; which lae lenriid, aand

liiswheVeiaa su inainy ofut's thil. W1e tire taiught
tite fèaîr of GiI, wue rend and heuir lte maxime, of'
Mnarl, iin wc have be1beo us tito e.xamiples of' oui-
Lord, Hia Virgin Mother, and lte Saints, anîd yet tItis

gtsou soc&1 beenit tu drap int our heuts wvoek ly wcek
and ycaîr by ycar, îvîtlout aval- springing. tri) inte titoso
betautiflîl blu:ssems ot' love, iaumility, mneckncss and
tidelity, wlaich God is vatching for. Ilowever it 'vas

ti ~o 'vita Ienedict Labre. lie wit8 a good, earnest
liileu boy, and baîd made snobf use of bais maotbcr's

teaiithait ait tive ycarg of' aga ho wvas thotsglt fit tu
bo plaaced under the caure eof a priest ivho dweit in

Arnotos.lie socil learned te read and write well, tiaid
wvas si) anxieus le get on, that bis raster often land to
rextrauî hims. Otaor cilidren were being- educaited iita
biais, untd to theun Beaiediet 'vas ailnys kind, bo:îrisq;

ieckly aaay iajury donc tu hlm. Onee a little boy
tîtruck hirr., but lae did flot conapiain, aind wvlacn thte
niaa,ter founid il out anrd quea.tiniaed biai, BIicediet tried
tu exense the ofreaaoe; s.iying- i muast have becn (terr by

aaeatidcmut. L;atut-ailiy. boys aàrc verY flond of' aiuselionit
aîîîdI tluoîe little fojllovs uod to play and loiur aboist
ilie biecets wlaon seuhoot lime wva- over, laut lictiediet

wailkocd straiglit honte without loss of' liasse. tandrciao
:ail tiac persuasionts eof ais compasitaon-, to do ais they did.
Tiis chld ot' six years had a iterror ot'sni:tli naets of'

îliub~ionequarrelling, untrutlitftlios.s, sind sarcba
fiut.To im tiaey %wero iot lîtle ktins P-S 6.0 iaty

caui tlium, but offentes %Vhieh were giving lei lo ais
]..,ri, land îvbich tiacretbre, were aerri bic to bia. It is
veory po.sibie thatt saine of' lais triends wotild fuel vexed

tuuanr Vith luis strict ideas of' rigist anid wa-ort,,. but
ut lengtla tiaoy loved lmn ai the inac bocause lae was..

mru gotad, and his presence restrîiaaed Ilacir passions
NVIle1 bigi example bectame le, nany a modoel -tvliieli thcy

s' cul 1 strive tu imitate. The little Benediet aalready
le:aatu do parnances, trying lîaai to keop tlaem secret

frounm 8I1 but Gud. He sveuld creelp quietly out of' lus
suafl We and rebt his hend on a picce of bard wood, and
taîke thaît food which he iiked teast oft' lt:tt was provided

bv bais iaother. The child bail malle him->eIf a smail
oratory, and ut eight yeairs oid hie -wutuld take i yoînger
brother as servea', an~d try tu inaitate saying naue; t
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il' je8t, but with the deepost dovotion etf lais littho heuart.
Il secmed, indeed, ns if Be ncdict*t younig life was fuait of
but oaie thought, lthe tîaougl t' f Gd unad lis service.
At ail limes in lthe (liy lie loved to go 10to hrche
cubher te priy silently in sorne retired eorner, or tu
seave lte morniuag raass witla lais bande joimîod botho
lais bnret, lais oyes caîst down, anad lais whole lart
tixed upota God. Froun fivo ye:ars of tige lac %vont
regulirly te confession, for lac wvai so oturly Iilled ivitla
contrition for every Mllenae, bh:t lio couai aaot test svith-
out rceiviuag lthe par-doa of' Je51,5. lie lovod to bo ait
caatevlaisrn, te joi lin th processions tnad otites otlees of'
thae Chur-ch, aind tianas lis iannocent lirc pa-zscu mail bis
twclftt -yc:r. At dhuit sage Botacdict's gôod parents

plaîced ii landesr the Ciaaac of hai, utall(o, wlao svas a
priest, go tiant lie anight begia lthe sitady et' Latin tard
otiaosr ligbcr bLitnoltos of le:îrîaling, ai îd for' font- ycirs
the boy applied hiiansîtl' to il Nvith gretat picasuro. But
at sîxteera lac begatn te hava alinost a <isliike for' study;
îlot fromn indolenace, but beearaso lais ae:aat svas turnod
to thae knowlodge of'spiriîiual tIaiags, te te rcaading of
books et' dovotion unad fite ]ives of' thae Saints; aind
alovo sali, lac ieved flae hely Scriptxares, and foir the rest
of his life always earricd a copy about sîlth tair.
l3oneditt8 ranitce at firsl was intacts di-sploaised ntl tbi.-

8taddea distaste for bis course et' Latin sitaidy, and
crdered baisn ta porsevete ai applying bais mnud; but
I.bengb the laid tried tu lbie ho tsoonea' opcnced oe
et' lais books than thae disgîast froin it bocaunieo like a
groat weiglat upeon hi% heurt, and ho longed marc thati,
ever t0 renid euuly of' Cbaist aund lus Foervants. At lasI
13etaediet told bis uncle liant lae &It God dîd utot meura
lain te pursue studios svbicla %vould oualy bi isot'ul in
the worid, unîd lie expressed a ivisi to go mbt a cleister
the on.> avbie i lanîad board waas more trustea ltait amny,
Lai Trappe. Thae iiîiele represetited thc lititdships caf
salit a litij, he bold hini traly tat inaany fua'reaga ini
hasasidl wece unequal to it, bail ail] titis did uaet se:tve te
turat Benediot from lais wislîesý, taîltbotîag theaoitimsaiiad
tnt corne for iaim te seek te enîterthei cleister for wiracl
lac lenged. Su, sviîa titis sts:eng de-site aind hope li lais
la:rt, thec young Labre weiit througlilais quiet routine
et' ditty un;der lais uuacle'sz ceatrol. lic rose vcry c:iriy,
tait lue niigbt pray in thae silence and solitudeof t'he

mea'uing laatrs ho served otne or two imasses if lac ltand
tlae power of doiig se ot', if uinot hou as bct'orc Min. bo
witidreav silently, beitring tire disaippoinliaienl with the
awetticss eof ene who s~wiii it thac Witt eof Gxl; he
employed Jtimsolf ais natucla ais ps i i itl si-tituatl

a-cadiaag, %vas frequcuit in lai., reeourso t» the Sacrasments,
and wiîbaal, aas su htumnble iliat ait fifteon oea sixtecti
yeatn old lac weuxld place laiselfan:îog rtae littie boys

I*or catechism., ais if lac uecdoui the -.. allne inistruction.
Wh'1en Beaacdittwis eigliteit hai-, kiaad ge<Kt auLe died,
and lac lisait ret uusitd laone, te tatrry out thte strict radle
et' Iii lie lanad taikn ails. His ga-cat desire toencltr La
Trapape w:as stilI satg but lais paretats m'cfîîsod tiacir

coet , ujatil ait lat luis paîtiente anad gentleî>rîtae
caused îlacm te yicid. Bet-ediet was. Lis match dIclighted
ag if h. land reteived permissiot l enter soic olc f
deligat attd in spite ef' t ie iucletniemt setasou lae set out
upoît a.iourncy ut' neauriy sixty lce:gîs. Araived thoa,
tite anonks would flot accive bim ; tey lo<kced ait lais
yutg fraul forun, and bade himi tetura) te his berne,
until perbaips at somao f'uture t ime ho sbituid Le maore fit
fer al tifeo f însiurity. Beaîediet w:sduepI. grieved,
but te love eof (.ud in lais lie:îrt was~ suo -îtroin. tiat lie
f t quite sure liais disaapoiuttuant lanid totae fior lais

sprtuai %oed, aimd %witla t at contidutace lie ceuld altt
raturmur, "ut rewsanod te Aýmct-oo, quito exliuuate;I by
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