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Peter Lreaching to the Gentilzs.
May 6. AcTy X: 30.44.
CGolden Text, Acts 10 : 45.

g\\‘/ CITHERTO Christianity had been regarded
45d as a matter exclusively aff-ctivg tho Jews
They were Gud’schosen people.  The luw of Moses
was of divine origin, and it was for them. Circnin-
cision wasan cssential part of the Mosaic ritnal aud
8 prerequisite to admission iuto the church; bat
now it .4 deciared that uucircumcised Geutiles
also may be admitted into discrpleship on equal
terms with the Jews, Tue two vi-ions recorded in
the previous verses stamp the new departure with
the sesl of divine an hority. V. 30.  Correlius—
was a Gentile: probably an Italian, who had
abandoned idolatry Il observed :lie stated hours
of Jewish worship in the synagogue. le was a
good man, v. 2, acted consisteaily with the light
which he had, and now be is lookiong for more
light. 1e was a captain in the Romau army hav-
ing cemicand of 100 men. Two other cenlurions
are mentioned with commendation, Matt. § ; 10;
27: 54. V.21. Notice the intimate connection
Letween prayer and almsgiving ; the one naturally
follows Lhe other, and because sincere aud unosten-
tatious both were acceptable to God. V. 32.
Joppa - 35 miles south of Cxesarea. Cull Simon—
The gospel is not t» ke proclaimed by angeis, but
by liuman ivstiumentality, 2 Cor. 4: 7. V.83,
Immed:ately—a fiae instance of Christian decision,
and readiness to receive divine teaching through
the lips of God’s messenger. e are oli fiere—huw
househicld and friends.  Before God—for the pur-
pose cf iustrection in ssered thrngs. Thuso who
meet for worship, thus “to hear,” not to crniticize,
are sure t> receive soe benefit. V. 34, Opencd
his mouth—began to preach the gospel to thoss
assembled. God is no respecter of persons— This
was his text, embodying a truth which Jewsh
predjudice had never before r-alized and which
many people still requniro to be taught. V. 35.
It is not to be inferred from this that one creed is
as good as uny other, only that & man’s nationality
wilt not disquality him from partaking of the
beavenly gifc. God has respect to personal
character and motive. Nor can 1t be argued that
mere incrality wiil save any oue. Compariog
Peter's vision with that of Con elius, we learn that
outward ohservances are of sccondary jmportance,
Gal. 5: 6; Col 3:11. Vs. 50-33 contain a
distinct declaration that Jesus Christ 19 Lord of all
and Sivicur of all, Genules and Jews. V. 43.
Here we have, (1) tha prozuring cause of =alvation
through Ifis name, (2) the nuiversality of theotler
of saivation, 1whnsocver, (3) “he cond.tion - bel.cving
tn Zim, (1) the nature of it—remussion of sins —
xot mercly from th- penalty, bub from the power
and domien of sn. V. 48 As at Pealecost,
a visibie mapilcstanen of the Holy Ghost gave
couvincizg power to Peter’s woras, stiesting the
plan of salvation wlich lie preached 1o be divine
and elivctual. No processivo of faith can be ac-
ecpted 8 g nuine that does not lead t5 a righteous
and godly life, Matt. 12 33,

Che Spread of the Gospel,

May 13. Acts x1: 19.30.
Golden Text, Acts 11 21.
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ALOHRISTIANITY enters upon & new epoch—

"% the founding of a churchin which the Gentile
element predominates.  Antioch now rivaly, if it
does not, iudeed, eciipse Jerusalem in ecclesiastical |
interest. V. 19. Tiey that wccre scaticred, but did
not cease from work, JPhenice, or Phoenicia, &
narrow strip of couutry, north of Galler, on the
seaboard, a part of l'alestine never taken posses-
sion of by the Israelites. It included Tyre, Sidon,
aud Barat, famous fir their manufaetures and
commerce. It was only once visited by Christ,
Matt. 15: 21. It is now a land of ruins, the
whole coast being strewa with them, Cyprus-birth.
place of Barnabas, a large 1sland, sixty miles from
Uhenice, (see map) lately ceded to Dritain,
Antioch—309 miles north from Jeiusalem, in St.
Paul’s time a splendid city of 202,000 inhabitants.
Preaching the word --who the preachers were is not
kaown, but these first forcigu missionaries were
doubtless laymnen of the dispersion who catried
their religion with them and coinmended it to
others. They preached ouly to Jews, becauss they
hud, aa yet, no assurance of the calling of the
Gentiles. V. 20. These men of Cyprus and
Crrene were Hellenists, Greck speaking Jews,
The Grecians, in R. V., the Greeks, 1i.c. the
Gentiles, ‘This way the first time the gospel had
been preached to them as a class. 7, 21. The
hand of the Loré—I1t is probable that miracles of
healing were wrought by these missionaries, V.
22, Jerusalem was stll recoguized as +‘head
quarters’™ and as having the supervision of the
provincial churches. Barnadus was an early
convert, agfted speaker, and liberal, ch. 4: 386,
37. The object of his embassage 1o Antioch
would be to enquire icto the rumours that had
reached Jerusalow of Gentiles being received into
the hurch, and to see how affairs were conducted
at Anticcd. Being himself a Grecian Jew hy was
fannliar with their language, and would naturally
be in sympathy with the workers. Vs. 23, 24,
e was glad—tood men always rejoice in the
good work done by others, and are rcady'to
ackuowledge it. It iy mean not to do so. Much
p.ople were added as the result of his faithful and
judieious discharge of duty. V. 25,26, So hope-
ful was the field, he felt that the bost available
an should be sent to Autioch, and who so good
as Saul of Tarsus? IVhen he jound—Ho bad to
lrok hun up, fHr he was away vn some of his in:s-
sionary excwsions in Ciiaa. What a dengaiiud
time they must huve had during that ¢ whole
year.”  Called Christia.:s —Ilitherto they bad
been  known  ag ¢“dise.ples,” ¢ brethren,”
vl lievers,” “saints,” & They did not assuwe
the nane themselves, nor is it hinely that the Jews
would giveat to them. It must have origivated
with the heatien Geutiles, who coined a word by
which they thongit to rcdicule the new sect. Vs,
27-30.  Prop'ets -iiteraily preachers, 1 Cor. 12
28, L9; kEph. 4: 11, Agudus—the name eccurs
again, 20 years later, Acts 21 : 10,



