THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Christ, God manifested in the flesh. .Fpr l}is
righteousness he thirsts ;—his. spirit, its
meckness. its centleness,its love, its patience
its charity, ‘ts kindness, itslony suffering, he
zrdentiy desires ; the burden of his addr?af to
to hisheavenly Fatheris, I shallbe satistied

when, and only when, L awake in thy likeness. |
There is 2 wrowth, in the divine lmage
upon the Christian’s soul, and let no man be |
discouraged from secking and cultivating .
this growth. 1t i< for this that the Son of |
God zaie! it is to this that every child of !
God is predestined.  # For whom he did!
fore-know he alse did predestinate to be

conformed to the imagr of his Son.”  Bat!
is there no danger [ spiritual pride?!
Should nat the fear of undue clevation dis- |
courage us from secking afier these higher
graces of relizion ? Nothing can be further ;
fromn the truth than the theory which un-
derlics this question ; humility is the print

of a deep wd arowing piety, not of a shal- |
low and chanzgeful relizion: in propertion .
to the extent of personal haliness is the '
depth of persenal humility. It is your
cold. dead. half-hearted  Christians that arc |
stuck up with spiritual pride. The ncarer
you get to Gad the more will you feel your !
nathingness, your unworthiness: then pant
after Him, thirst for his presence, thirst for
his imaze: say to Him = My soul thirswieth,
for thee, my flesh longeih for thee.” Say to
Him. I lonz to be hely as thou art hely, te
be merciful as theu art mereiful. to be per-
feet as wy Father in heaven is perfect.
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* Thou. only. canst my spink sul, !
Come, 0 my God, my God.”

3rdly. The faithfui Christian pants after |
God in the sanctuary. We have already !
pictured David’s position in the wilderness, |
and his lonz and far swcparation from the |
tabernacle.  The circumstances of God's!
feople now. thouzh somewhat dissimilar, |
are occastonally such as to excite cmotions |
onrrespondent with thase te which the !
Psalinict wives uttersnee in the 63rd Pabm. |
My soul thirsteth for thev in 2 dry and
thirsty land where no water is, tas see thy ‘
pe¥es and thy «lory so as I have seen thee i
in the anctuary.” Sametimes personal af- |
fliction --familv sieknes< or along woraze. !
interfe. s with their enjovment of sanctuary |
privitezes. What weuid they aat give ta re- |
SSmMe Lu 7 peition in the house of God, to
join dis bhred praises, to unite in its <af- |
nest supplications for spiritual goed, o sit
under ats instractons ;o behaid the dlorv |
of Him who dwelleth between the cherub.
1< ; often have we soen and heard dry and
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thirsty souls long after the sanctuary, mourn-
ing that they made so imperfect a use of
its ordinances whiie they were within their
reach. and vow solemmnly that if permitted
to return to them they would employ them
to their own edification and to the Glory of
God." I would. howerer, say a word to those
who are often kept. lawfully kept, from the
house of the Lord.  Remember that David
lived under that dispensation whose reii-
givus worship was principally carried on in
4 central position.  The Jews did not ex-
tend. neither did  they seel 10 extend, the
influence of their svetem of religion beyond
their own nation. They worshipped at Jeru-
salem and there cspectally. vea, and alnost
only. did they look for those wanifestation
of the divine presenee which accorded with
the wenius of the Masiic economy.  Jow
live under ancther cconomy. an  cconamy
whose senius and spirit vary from those
of the former dispensation—and cconom;
whose characteristic is diffusion rather than
concentration, a dispensation which has e
visibic centre.a dispensation in which where-
soever twa or three are gathered torether in
Christ’s name. there is he in the midst of
them—swhere all may come with bold-
ness, and obtain, Sc.——where all may with
unvetied facebehold asin 2 wlass, &e. When.
then, you are debarred from the enjoyments
of the hoausc of (3od, forget not that vouhave
access to htm at all tmes. and may behnid
his power and wlory in your scerct cxer-

¢ cises—forget not that in hi- respel vou have

the richest display of his attributes, and
whasa looketh into the perfect law, Lc Tt i
aprivilege, high. holy, unspeakable. 10 come
up to_the sanctuary. and still may we sy
with David “How amiable, &e..” but bless.
ed be God. he has recorded his name upon
the sick-room of the Christian and upon the
cabin of the ship in which he vayages. and
upon the mountain top. or the quiet weie,
ot the miver’s hank. or the occan shore, ang
upon the seeret. <acred chataber of the wan
of God, and there will he show us his glory.
there will he bless. Wherever the soui is
that panis after Ged. there Ged is in the fal-
ness of his love,

The faithful Chndian thirds for God
when he comes up o the house of praver
this is his dedre to «or the divine pawer
and glary ac he has himeef seen in other
day<, oras he has Iicand of their manifesia-
f1ans in other dags.  When the manof God
visit< the haly canctuary. he keeps his foet
as he walketh hither, hic woul zocs ont in

| holy contemplation and desire after the king
. of kings and e ofientimes cries within



