THE CONTRACTS PASSED

‘the ocontracts with ¢he North.
ern PacMic Railway Company and
the Canadlan Northern Rall-
way Company were passed In
the Manitoba leglalature this aveck,
The acts confirming these contracts re-
ol ed thelr secdnd reading on Mon-
day  On Tucsday the one eelating to
the Northern Pacific was  given its
third reading, and on
thinl veading was glven to the act
confirming the Canadian  Northern
contract.

The passage of acts by ithe legisla-
turs in ordinary cases finally disposcs
of the matter. Of course all acts-must
reccive the approval of the Moutonant-
governor before they become law. In
this case it has been hinted at in some
quarters that the assent of the lieu-
tenant-governor may be withheld; . but
that i1s such.a remote: contingeiicy -as
scarcely 10 warrant consideraltdon. In-
stances where ‘the crown has in-
terposed Lo drustrate legislatlon have
fappily been exceedingly rare dn Can-
ada. The lieutenant-governor might
declare thet. the legislation was.not in
accordance with the desires of the

-people; but that would be to piece-the

opinion ©of the appointed: representa-
tive of the croywm against and above
theactlon of the direct representatives
of the people.  The interference of the
crown in any case i{s therefore a re-
mote possibiiity. Prowvincial acts are
also sublect to disallowance by the
federil authorities.

In the casé of these particular acts,
however, it requires something more
than the assent of the lieutenant-gov-
ernor to glve them full effect. Owing
té the jurisdiction of the federal gov-
ernment in ratiway matters,it {s undesr-
stood that it will be mecessary to ee-
cure federal legistation confirming the
acts of the Manitoba government in
this matter. We were told in the
kgislature that - ‘“unless Dominlon
legislation I3 secured the contracts
cannot be carrled {nto effect and no
lability can be incurred by the prov-
Ince.” These acts are, therefore, in
‘a @ense different from ordinary pro-
vinclal legislationr, which only requires:
mé assent of the Meutenant-governor
to become lawv., In this case we-may
expect that the fight {s now only trens-
terred from Winnipeg 10 Ottawa, amd
that at the federal capltaﬁ,t.hem will be
another full dlsousslon of all the
features of the contracts: °

It Is not neceasary. to say anything
ia detail about the contreots, as they

bave been before the people for o few

weeks,  Briefly, however, we may say
that the contract nvith the Northern

Pacific Ratlway Company provides for
te Jeasing of that ctompany’'s lines
in Manitoba.by the provincial govern-
ment, with an option of purchase. In
the contract with the Canadian North-
e Rallway Company the government

turas over this fease and option
of the Northern Pacific  lines
o the former company. In

further congideration of certaln finan-
dal assistance from
Canadian Northern consents
the Manftobn government wconirol of
rates on its lines in Manttoba, and also
ontrod of rates Dbetween
loints and the Lake Superior termin..
dsof the company.
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actly three to one ln favor of the re-
solution :—

“Resolved, that ‘this board dlsap-
proves of the contracis und the acts
affecting the Northern Paclfic Rail-
way Co. and the Canadtan Northern
Rallway Co. as drawn and brought
before the leglslature. And in view
of the great Importance of the sub-
Ject, the great labiilty o be assum-
ed by the province, the nuniber of rall-
way proposals recently made to the
government and the uncertalmy as
to future rallway sextension, this
board is of ¢he opinion that the Acts
confirming the contraots should not
be passed at this session of the leg-
islature, but that wmple time should
be given the country to study fully
ithe whole rajlway situation.”

While the action of the board has
. not hiad any eftect upon the legisia-

ture, §t will at least set the position of

the board right betore the people of
the province. This resolution is posl-
tively the first and. only pronounce-
ment by the board upon the contracts,
Other resolutions and recommenda-
tions had been dlscuseed at previous
meetings of the board, but none of
these were adopted. The statements
made even in & public ivay that the
board had.endorsed the contract, are
therefore entirely wrong. A committee
mecomumiendation, entldly endorsing the

compulsory use discontinued the bete
ter. The discovery and introduction
of tha tuberculin test has at least had
the effect of calling attentlon to the
prevalence of tuberculosls in cattle
and has made the public more careful
In regard to the milk and ny2at which
ls offered for its use. It this particu-
lar method of locating the disease
should be prowven to be faulty orof no
value ot all some other wlll no doubt
very soon supercede It_as cxamination
for this particular dlscase Is now re-
garded as & necesslty.

Miueral Production of British
Columbia.

From the raturns of tho mineral
production of the province of British
Columbia for the year 1800, submit-
ted to the local legislature by the
provinclal ninister of mines on March
5th, it Is gathered that thero was dure
ing the year an increase in the value
of the output of the lode mines of the
province of 33,310,428 end a decrease
in that of placer gold of $06,170, leav-
ing a net lncreue on’ metallic miner-
als for the year of $3,244,232. There
was also #n incrcase of $1,013,238 in
the value of coal and coke. No re-

turns are yet avatlable of the value of
other non-metallic mineraly so these
‘cannot now be taken into account.
The fYoregoing figures, exhibit practd-
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comtracts after certain changes should
‘be qmade in them, was made to the
board, but this recommendation was
" not acceptable to the bou*d and was
not acted upon.

THE TUBERCULIN TEST.

The Dominion minister of agricul-
ture gave out the information on Mon-
day that the government could not see
its way to doing away with the com-
pulsory use of the tuberculin test in
admitting foreign fired cattle to Can-
ada, a change wWhich.has been.demand-
ed lately. by many of the cattle men
of the country on the ground that.ihe
test ¢8 not reliable and tbat many
healthy animals are injurfously af-
fected by Its use. Opluton seems to be
divided sharply among medical men
and veterinarians as to the merits of
tuberculin as an egent for the detec-
tion of tuberculosis in animals and
there arz gome prominent men who
nold that it 4s &' very uncertain test
and may often, prove deceiving. Others
again are strong advocates of its use.
Until the doctors are able to agree
there {s not much use in the lay ele-
ment attempting to discuss this im-
portant matter. It will be a disap-
pointment to thome interested in the
cattle industry if ft.ds found 'that the
test is unrellable end that the sacrifices
which have been made in the past ns
a result of its ﬂndln:s should prove to
have been unnccessary. On the other
hand §f # is-not a reuable test the
sooner the fact is amade clear and its

-

cally last year’s net increase, which
was $4,257,400, as shown in detall In
the followlug table :

Placer gold ..
Lodt

gold .. 2,857.57 2,461,067
Sitver.. .. .. o 1,863,708 2,295.000
Coppet.. oo oo «0 oo 1,351463 1,615,280
Lea e es se .o oo 8880 2690577
Coal and coke .. .. 3.03R.G57  B5.060.880

$12.150.155 $16.407.643

Incrense. Decrease.

Placer gold.. .. .... ..$ 66,170
Tode gold .. <o «veo .. 603404
SfIver .. «.e. .. .. .. GIL3N
COPPET ov +v v seen oo 2Q8IG
Lead .. .. . ceve oo 1,810,707
Coal and ‘eoke .. . .. 1013238

$4.32%.660 £00.17

The total mineral production of the
province for all years up to and in-
cluding the year 1000, is as under:

Gold, placer.. .. . & €25_4,440

Gold, lod 12 b iy

13.(‘&’:.7('&%

Q542 23]

. 5,477,871

(‘o-ll' and coke . 49 426,700

Other minerals (aproximatelv) 2, .000
Other winerals (approximate

AMOURL) s + oo oo vo oo o0 2.000,000

162 43R dan

The number of tons of metallic ore
mined In the province. in 189 was
‘287.343 ‘and. in 1000 554706, the in-
crease for last year having been 267,-
453 tons. The respective.increases for
1000 over 1808 were - Tn quantity of
metalllec ore mined 338,852 tons, and
in value of metallic minerals, coal and
coke,, 33,652,284, the latter belng an
increase of more than 50 per cent.

The figures for the whole of Canada®
for the year 1900 are not yet avallable
but those for 1899, given In the fol-
lowlag table, will serve to show the
very important position the part of
the Dominion lying twest of the Rocky
Mountains occuples In regard to Can-
ada’s total production in 1899 as com-
Pered 'with that-situate east of the

651

Rockles. It will be seen that the total
value of tnetallic minerals, coal and
coke, produced 4n British  Columbla
and the Yukon was $28,150,155 as
against $10,0TL.4L for the remainder
of the Dominlon .

Briddsh Yukon
Columhlu. Instrict,
okl $ 4,29 r; F16,000,50
Sliver .. ., .. I.tm
Copper . 1,351, -I.»J
Lead .. .. 0 .. L. 878,870
Cond .. .. .. .. T,882,1306
Coke N 171,255
Total SI2.150, 133 $16,000,000
Kilother  Tolud tor
Provinees,  Dominton,
Gold .. .. .. .. .8 8!..-:: $21,040,730
Silver .. ... el L 170,603 l." 4.3:!
Copper .. 3,450 411
Lead .. “ug -.‘.!m
Iron .. .. .. .. 241,372
Nicked .. 2007810
Matinom. . 835
Coal . .;,l....w" 9,040,038
Cahe 8,767 350 022
Total S10073.042 K18 223,907

As the outpyt of coal {n British Col
umbla {s rapidly increasing and at-
tention is now being directed to its
{ron deposits it appears as though it
will not be long before the minerat
production of the province will be
greater, not only in the total, as ‘at
present, but as well in all the individ-
ual mineralr (excepting nickel and
platinum) than that of the larger
area of the Dominton lying cast of the
Rocky Mountains,

Railway and Traflic Matrers.

‘The ¢ P R Imperial Limited ex-
press will be instituted this vear on
June 10, a date somewhat eariter than
that of last scason, The fast service
wiil last untll October 13 It will ar-
rive In the city fromn the east about
G630 a m and depart on its journey
west at 7.15 a. m. The west train will
arrive at 2130 and will “leave at 22
o'clock. It is 1lkely that the time of
last season, 100 hours from coast to
coast, will be cut a few hours as a
result of the fine roadbed through the
west, it having been filxed up some to
admit of faster running.

One of the applications for ra’'way
charters which is to come before the
Dominion Iouge of Commons during
{ts present session s to Incorporate
a road to be known as the Criw's
Nest Southern and which will, i¢ char-
ter {3 granted, run from Michel, o sta~
tion on the C. P, R, Crow’s Nest scc:
tion, 23 miles this slde of Fernle, to
the international boundary where it
will connect with the Great Northern
Ratlway system. Over this applica-
tion there is expected to be o hot fight
in committee as.the C. P. R. is oppos-
ing -the arrangement on the ground
that 1t is calculated to adversely af-
fect Canadian interests. .

The Canadian Northern Rallway
Company gives notice that it will ap-
ply to have added to {its bill before
parlinmem of Canada at its present

the 1 ry proyisions con-
firming a, contract dated 11th Febru-
ary, 1901, made betwecn the company
and the government of Manitoba, re-
lating to the lease of certaln railways
fn Manitoba now being operated by
the Novthern Pacific Rallwvay Com-
pany and providing for the carrying
of such contract and relating to the
guarantee by the sald government of
certain bonds of the company, angd to
other matters, and providing for the
acquisition of sald raliways ftor the
consideration in said lease mentioned,

FREIGHT RATES.

Heavy grain has been 1taken from
Duluth through to Quobec at 5%c per
dushel, says the Montreal Trade Bulle-
tin, and quotations range from 5% to
6¥%c, the same belng the quoted” rates
drom Duluth and Fort Willlam to
Montreal 'by lake and n.ﬂ as well as
by all water. About 2,500.000 bushels
have been engaged for Montreal and
Quebee, mostly for Montreal.

An easler feeling has prevailed
the ocean graln freight market, and
Tates show a deoline of 1%4 to 34,
with the exception of those two or
three ports. The demand has been
qulet and only 2 moderate business
is reported. Al the space to Lelth
‘has been engaged for May, and en-
®ageihents were made to Antwerp to-
daw at 2s. but agents now are asking
25 3d. We quote asking rates as fol-
lows: leerpoo) 1s @d: don,
23: Glasgow, Sd Brlstol 28 1143;
Dubun 2s 4’/-6' , 28 Gd June;

berdeen, 3s. May: Delrnst. s 4164,
Oardm 2s; Antwerp, 2s 3d; and Ham.
burg, 28 3d.—Mohtreal’ Gazette,
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