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The Qommercial certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulation among the business community
of the counlry between Lake Superior and the
Pacific Coast, than any other paper in Canada,
daily or weekly. By a thorough system of per
sonal solicstation, carried out annually, this jour:
ual has heen placed upon the desk of the great
majority of business men in the vast disirict des-
ignated_above, and including northwestern Ont.
ario, the provinces of Manitoba and British
Columbia, and the territories of Assinibosa,
Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Commercial
also reaches the leading wholesale, commission,
manufacturing and financial houses of Eastern
Canada.
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WINNIPEG, MARCH 7, 1892.

A Now Board of Trade.

A board of trade has been organized for the
county of Denunis, Man, The secretary of the
new board writes Tae CoMMERCIAL as fol-
lows :—

T have the honor to inform you that the coun.
iy of Deoris board of trade comploted its or-
gauization at Virden on the 24th, the following
officers being elected : R, Adameon, bauker,
Virden ; president, Archibald Leitch, miller,
0sk Lake : vice-president, George H. Healey ;
Vicden, secretary-vressurer. Council, J, F,
Frame, B. Mecek, B.%, Foster, D. Fraser, Vir.
den ; Alex Leitch, W. C. Chambers and A, A.
Cameron, Oak Lake, and W. M. Cushing, Elk-
bor. It has long becen a matter of surprise
thata couaty of such commercial -importance
bad no permanent organization of this sort and
no doubt the new board will not fail to take ad-
vautage of the phenomenal wheat orop {both
?nality and quantity) produced in the county.

t will be remembered that the Virden agricul-
taral socioty’s exhibits took both the Canadian
Pacific railway prize and the. inter-provincial
first prize at Wannipeg Jast fall.  The magniti-
cence of that display, from a county that has
never Jone much puffing, somewhat surprised
the rest of the province,

Bed River Improvements,

A meeting of the joint committee of the city
council and the board of ttade on Red river
vavigation improvements wis keld in Winnipsg
last weel,

City Engineer Ruttan, presenteda reporc
submittioga draft of memor?al to the Goverln;zn
Geperal-in-Couucil, which was considered itew
by item and adopted as follows :

*‘That our mamorial ists consider it wonld be
agroat hanelit to the to wn of Selkirk, thecity

of Winnipeg and the peoplo resident in what {s
known as tho Red river  valley, if tho naviga-
tion of the Red river wero so improved that
boats drawing seven feet of water could frecly
navigate tho same from its manth to ho inter-
national boundary, the improvomont necegsary
being chiefly confined to the removal of the
diffioulties to navigation at tho St. Androw's
rapids, whioh are somo twonty miles distunt
from the city of Winnipeg.

1. Your memorialists submit the following
facts and reasons in support of their opinion :

(a.) The dovelo?mcnt of the timber and
natural resources of Lake Winnipeg and its
tributary rivers.

{b) A reduotion in the price >f fuel to the
Ycople liviog on the Red rivor between Lake
Vinnipeg and the ianternational boundasy.

{c.) The development of au export trade in
lumber, iron ore, flagatones, ete., to the states
of Minvesota and Dakota.

(d.) Generally to create trade industries
which will give employment to large numboers
of men and develop tho industries of the conn-
try. :

(e.) F. Proudfoot, representing tho owners of
large ore deposits, saya:

“‘Already a company of capitalists in the city
of Fargo have made definite proposals for the
supply of 25,000 tons of iron ore to be shipped
annually for 25 years by the Red river to that
place ; but though the ore could be carricd in
fiat bottomed boats from tk. boundary line it
was found impossible to gst it over the St.
Andraw’s rapids, and I deem it a fact whicn
caunot be doubted that, if the river were made
navigable, this iron ore, brick olay, fire clay
aud ﬁag ing stone could be shipped by water to
supply the many towns beyond the boundary,
and this water.-way could be made a source of
wealth to the country.”

The dredging alresy done by the govern-
ment at the moutn of the 2.5 .iver ! .y been of
20 much beuefiv that the amount of shipping
there has quadrupled, and tho rates of freight
are only about one-fourth what they foimerly
were,

It is believed, however, that with the present
facilities for navigasion, the Lake Winnipeg
trade has reached its maximam ; with the in-
provemeuts proposed there is no douby author-
ity for saying that the Lake Winnipeg trade
would be increased, while a large local trade on
tbe Red river would be developed.

In the item of fuel alone the equivalent of
200,000 cords of wood is now nsed every year
in the country tributary io the Red river. Fire-
wood, the supply of which from the railway
lines is rapidly becoming exhausted, costs, de-
livered, about $5.50 per cord. With a fair
profit to the Jdealers and shippers, the same
quaatity of wood could be delivered from Uake
Winpipeg for $3.50 per cord, inclading cheaper
grades of poplar, say an average saving of$1.50
per cord or $300,000 per annum.

It will be secn therefore, that a small canal
toll on sand, limsione, stone, lime, lumber and
cordwood would be sufficient to pay the cost of
construction of the proposed works.

Some of the benefits to ba derived by the Do-
minion at large from the improvement of the
Red river would be:

(1). An increase in tho revenue from govern-
ment dues on wood, lumber and ties.

(2). The development of morsmines and man-
ufactures,

{3). The creation of large and important
shipping interests.

(4.) The devel-praent of an oxport trade
with the U ited Siates in iron ore, stonme,
:good, cheap grades of lumber and railway

ies.

. 1(‘5.) The zettloment of lands surrounding the
ake.

The principal obstrection to navigation oc-
cucs at the St. Andrew's rapids, between the
lake and the city of Winuipeg.

Between lhe city of Winnipe%‘and the boun.

t

dary line, in ordinary seasons, the riveris navi-
gable, LT

From the international boundary southward
tho river has been improved by the United
States governmont, and in ordinary scasons
uffords navigation to vessels of five feot draft
for a distance of 260 miles,

It is estimated that the cost of improving the
St. Androw’s rapids would not oxceed $500,-
000,and it is thought that tho incroase in
goveroment reveaues from timber, ties, cord-
wood, minerals, etc,, would be more than sufi-
clent to pay thecost of the necessary improve-
ments,

And as in duty bound your memorialists will
over pray.

Raw Furs at Montreal,

The local market for raw furs is very quiet as
offerings are extremely scanty. One reason
appeara to be that, as usual, trappers have not
yot realized that a considerable fall has taken
place in values, owing to thd results of the
London sales last month, and they are atill
hoping to got better prices than are now being
offered. Country storekeepers are also willing
to pay more than city merchants can afford, as
they cither (F;y for the furs in trado or else
keep a good customer by giving a better price
for furs.  Local prices for beaver have declined
500 since this time last month; muekrats are la
lower for fall and 3c lower for winter; otter is
down $2.00 on fine skins, and raccoon will not
fetch moro than 60c, while outside values lust
month were $1.00 We quote: Beaver, $3.00
to ¥3.50 per Ib; bear, $12.00 to $15 09 per
skin; bear ~ut, 85.00 to $10 00 ; fishor, 32.50
t084.00; red fox, §1.00 to $1.25; lynx, $1.50
to 32.50 ; marten, 75¢ ; mink, S1 00 to §1.50;
muskrat, fall 9¢; do., winter, 12¢; otter, 38.00
to $10.00 ; raccoon 40to 60c ; skuak, 15¢, 400,
60c und 81.00.—Trade Bulletin.

Montreal Matal Market,

The iron macket does not pick up any  and
the conditions at presen® rather preclude than
indicate any imrovement in the necar future,
With high freights ruling at present business
from spot is restricted to a small bueiness for
actual requirements, while the pozition of prim-
ary markets, which are very weak, docs not in-
duce any bueiness for import. la fact, pig icon
is weak end unsettled at present and some low
offers are noted, while business has been done
for Ontario points for delivery inside of a month
via New York at very low figures. Offers on
spot of No. ] Summerles bave also been made
at equai to 321 and we quote our prices some
what lower in consequence. For Suimmerlee
and equal brande$21.50 is vow the idea, while
Carnbroe is quoted at $19.50. Inthe speculative
branch in Great Britain matters continue un-
settled, Thesatocksin warrant atoreslast week
were 503,000 tons Scotch and 167,000 tons
Clcveland.

Bar iron locally is quiet with nothing parti-
cular doing. 'We quote $2 10 $2.10.

Tin and tcrne plate are guiet and unchanged
and thera has been litte doing oa spot on which
to basea quotation. On the other side there
has been no particular change sincea week
ago. Stocks of tin plate at shipping points in
Great Britain have increased slightly since the
beginning of the month.—Gazelte, Feb. 27,

The Manitoban for February has been re-
ceived, and gives appearance of continued pros-
perity. The illustrations this month are
mostly of British Columbian scenery, one view
cach of Victoria and Vancouver being given,
besides other skotches. Among the articles
are twanty editorial utterances by the editor.
Rev. Hugh Podley writes under the heading
“Yeaders of Religious Thought in Britain.”
The rubject of the Red River Expedition of
1870 is continued, with illustration. ¢The
Red River Voyageur” is an interesting article
by Uaited States Conanl Taylor, calling to
momory incidents of early days in tho ed
river soitlement. E. A. B. writes on ¢ British
Columbia cities,” treating of our four Pacific
const cities, Other articles go to make an in.

‘1 terotting namber,



