
TOO IANY TAVERNS.
A year ago wlîon speculative oxcitenient

centorcd sucli a large flonting population 'at
WVinnipeg, asiy housotlîat coula bo dubbed
'1 hiotel" or soeuro a liceuîse for the cois-
ducting of such a business, was to its
occupant., fLr tho tissus heing, a sisail 11El
Dorado." Visitors -wore glua to secure
sholter in any kind of a houise, aila ta r-Y
liberally for the sai)ie. As a isatural con-
sequence, thoro wua a goneral rush into
the business of taverni-koopiiig, and how
mnasay of tiieso dives whicls have singe
heen allowved to oxist, ovor sccurcd liconse
for tho accommodation of travollors, ili a
mystery to sensible people. It is safe to
ate thaï; at leat ono-third of tise licous-

ad hotels in this city are totaly uuhlt for
isuch uses, alla at leat one-half of that
proportion iodgo, on the average, less than
one travelier a niglit in tho nsoîstî. Tise
sale of liquors is tho deparilîent froui
wvîicli aiiy profit is expectcd, and these
hoivels styiug thînseives hotels, are the
lowest kind of swili-dens; niow tlrnt the
travelling public eau find accommodation
in 'more conodious and recontly con-
strncted bouses.

But this unneeessary numnber of so-
called tavers, lias liad a vory bad efièct
on tise trade interests of Winnipeg, Dur-
ing the boom of lest ivinter, any rent
cou'd bo securod for a place on Main
$treot4 where a !icenso to seil liquor n'as
attached. And men iu legitimate busi-
ness wlso wvere unable ta pay the ruinous
rents ofi'cred by these irrosponsible and
unscrupulous nianines, wvere conspelied to,
make room for a -whiskey-nsill. If tIse
promnises were tee small te securo a licouse,
a reai estate office was the next resort te
seoure au unreasonàble rentai. The con-
sequence was that rents of business places
in: the cer tre of the city, vent up te fig-
ures unoqualled ln the !argest citios of
tho Dominion, and legitimate trade in-
terests of the city -were loaded wvitli a
bur4en piaced upon them by thse folly of
tIse irresponsiblo and -speculative classes.

Every strained state of aifairs, suds
as aboya described, must have a reactiosi,
alnd this lias set in in connection wvsth the
tavern mania. Thse roui estate office crase
collapsed quite suddonly, and is now a
thing of tise past and more t2ian one prop
erty ov.ner, wlso ti.-rned eut a steady_
tenant te n.?àe rooni for such an institu-
tion, is iwourning thse absence of soma
musiarooxu mud-mongerfromn whomn hoe c--
pected uill te ho receiving ruinously higîs

T-HE GOMMVERCIAL.

rosît. TIse tavertss are showing a sisni-

lar resuit, alla tise nusuiber of tltiso wii
have been soid oitt by tise lasxdlord, or
closed up by sonma d:sappoinitcd creditor
durissg tise pssst tsre sssosstis, 'is nearly
equai te ai tise jîssoivescies iii otiser
branches of blisiniess. Ti siisfortune
lias beesi, ioývecs-, thiat the( unscrupulous
landlord lbas, iii almnost every case, secur-

cd tise lioxi's sharo of what. assete 'were
lcft, alla in xinest cas-es tic stock o! forty-
rosi, brokesi cîrystal and rick-cty furnituro
lies beaux Sufficient to iiiake hiiux filuancial-
ly sifo, whlile itiier creditors have lsad ta,
suifer. Tite cr11 is gradually rcctifyiag
itself, but tise reaction xssay bo an~ extremae
one, assd sîseulsi s*ens fail, se as te place
propcrty-owners at a less, tisey coula i nt
expect to reccive sîsucîs synîpatiîy freint
tise commercial circles of tii city, on

wlsoi massy of theni ]lave subsistesi as

inisatiate parasites'.

Wi1nlpeg Wholesale Trado.
Tîsere Lis becs a. decidcd qsictîss iii tise

Nyhsolcale tritae of thse city gcsîes-aliy, aud somoe
branches lscviè liens netsally dussl. Tisere are
othera, lsowevcr, in wlîicli a livoîsissg up feelinsg
lias becîs apparent for several desys. There hia
becis ne depressiosi folt, and ccsssiderable of a
isopefuinieu s gessersi. A very large propr -

tien of lieuses have becii hallssîcissg up for
year, ausd thse report fer 1882 lias becit a vcry
esscouraging eue se far. As this mnsti i8, off
ail othes-s betîvecî thse seasos, the volume o!
traite doing is sinsîl, but tisere is sosue activi-
ty, asid as geuseral pi-eparatie s lieiig iisade for
a rsiiig opcninig trade.

AGItICtULTUIAL 31AV5IIERY, VAItItIACES, MT.

Tise sales of goods iii tii brandci, for tIse pa.st
weeik (Io net figure very higîs, asitl eveis tise
trade is cutters, auti sleigis lias greatiy fisîlen
off. Tîsere is great nctivity is sendiiîg spring
supplies te country agents anîd deaicr8, ands i--
civiisg supplie f rein tIse factories te incet fîîr-
ther dlemnda. Up te date tise different whole-
sale liouses of tise city hîave received over forty
cars of gooda for tue.spnssg trade, and at leat
fifty more are uios ini transit frnts tse cast.
One lieuse ]lave already rpcsvcd eleven cars,
%vhile they have as sassy morie ou their way
fmmi tise factories. Tîsere have been calcula-
tiens o! a lieat-y aprisig ti-ade beiug dlone àuring
188M.

BOOM; AND 5110E5.

Buîsiniess iu thig lisse lias been vuçry quiet dur-
ing tne week, and 'wlolesale liouses have more
or leua of a useglectesi appearaace. Even -he cx-
trente cold weather of tise paat. week did net
revive auy demansi for ivinter goods, and the
trade in apring goeds lias net 3'et comniencesi,
although a few orders fi-ou saniples have 'been
tak-en. Within ton days travellerit will bo
starting eut, aud tuLtil theaneo markcd iniprove-
ment iu trade la leohies for. Collections have
beenreaoriably good, during thse wveek, ands thse

1.mde gcucrrsliy le lu a hopoful st&tc, uotwith-
staniding the pi-osent dullness.

CLOTISUNG.

Tiiere lias been ne ituproyessieut lit thilbrancis
o! business dursng tIse past week, and eà lius
eral qîsietuess reigni; tlsrouglîeut tise trado. Thse
issquisy for %vinter sorts whicli continued up te
teli, days ego, bas now subaiiesi, a-adi oven tîte
towsi trade is aimseot at a stand i hl. Ilýavy
cosîsigtiniesitB of spring stock bave reachiesi the
city dursng the ivoek, ani lieuses have beau.
busy,%vith these. Travellers have startesi eut
witls spriug saniplos dusring tise thse past f ew
days, ands rotures nre expeetesi frout tlscmàur
iîîg tise curroist week. As iu isumereus othçr
lisses, Iuallancing for thse ycar lias bees finishesi
up, andi shows well for 1882. There are Isigli,
Isepea of ais early opening of a goal spring's
businss.

cssecKi.nw ANDs GLASSWAkE.
Tise business iu tîsese goodas durlng tIse wcek

lias beesi îery sisiall, andi a decicled dullnu e1
gosiers1 in the trade. Semte orderB frein the
counitry have becis dropping lin, but tlsuy have
been for tise muont staple classes of goeds, and
hsave becîs ossly sorts sud limite i la'quantity.
Tise city trade is aine, quiet, but atcady, ands
keeps siautters frein monotosiy. Tisere la 'very
little stir exps etcd durissg thse pi-osent mentis,
andi bsouses seens recoeiled te tîsis fact.

DRi 05.

A steady qitinsa lias hotus genejqinr thisi
trade for the week, nic,re se ln fact,41'il&n slnça
the commencement of thse ivinter business. The
receiving o! spring stock biast beeu thse ouly
tlsiug tîsat lias prevesites aètual dulses,. as
hoth city andi country ordeu-s bave been few
andi light. Titera has heen ne "r~t eitert made
dssriug tise wcek at Qelliug fremn spii ýsxnpjes,
issis tise trade ia tisese go'ods3 ha usot faiiy
openesi up, andi prohably ivili net duriisg tise
pi-osent sîsontis. Collections are reported. oul,'
fair, andi soe ]teisse express a lttle disap-
pointitient at their sllowneas. Ther re no~us
travellers out at prescnt,,,j)ut a geueraI exedus
wuls take place duriug tisa guirosit week, and
tIse wcek following will probably open the
pusiiing of apring trade.

DRUOS AMiý CHElMICAILS.

TIse report of thse week from this brandi of
business is fair te good,altbough a sligbtly quiet
feelinsg is general. Travellers are usow out, aussi
tîseir roturns are very enceurssging, considarissg
tîs is tise duli season. Tise city tradei ,ratîicr
slow, ands it la in this department that tise quelet
feeling is msont observable. Collections, are s-e-
pu)rt-ýd rmaonably goosi, andi a confident feel ing

is iceral1. The trade mayho said te, bc îina
roalhy hcalthsy condition.

PANCY 000D5 Ali]) $SALLWARZS.

Tite report frein this lino is eue cf alpwly re.
turning activity. Up te the soiidle o! tbe waek
a ateady duhinesa n'as genersi, but during ita
closing sisys business pickcd up consierably,
ansi er.eS-isse1usd te report tisree new ageounita
frein the country. À long luit n'aS expectesi 4Y
tise trade after tise holisisys, but fi-ouith ýbs-isk
feeling whicll bas spruusg up i the lst fow' diy,
it in expectesi that thtis- 'wll bc of much:sahçrttr
c1ýration tita» n'as anticipatesi. The- figsres. of


