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streets and the country 10ads drowned in snow, the
consumptives in the thin houses, and the “slipin’,”
as the sleighing was called, that lasted from Decem.
ber to April with hardly a break. At first our family
was housed on a farm a little way out, because there
was no tenement to be had in the village, and my
father and 1 used to walk to and from the office
together in the mormng and evening. I had taught
myself to read Spanish, in my passion for Don
Qixote, and 1 was then, at the age of fifteen, pre-
paring to write a life of Cervantes. This scheme
occupied me a good deal in those bleak walks, and
perhaps because my head was so hot with it, that
my feet were always very cold; but my father assured
me that they wonld get warm as soon as my boots
froze. If 1 have never yet written that life of Cer-
'antes, on the other hand 1 have never been quite
able to make it clear to mysclf why my feet should
have got warm when my boots froze.

{(To be conchuded next month.)

WAGES OF MACHINE, OPERATORS

q\'l’li-SETTlNG machines appear to be causing

more trouble between employers and employcees
in Great Britain than in this country.  The difficulty
lies in arriving at a mutually satisfactory system of
paying for the work. \We are inclined to belicve
that time work is the most cquitable system to adopt
en such machines, and sooner or later both employers
and employees will come to this conclusion. \Vhen
presswork was done oun hand presses the men were
paid by the piece, but when machines which at once
quadrupled the output were invented the men were
paid by the week. \Whether a press can be run at
a thousand an hour or twenty thousand an hour does
not effect the pay of the pressman, but employers
kanow that the faster it runs the more skillful the
man nceds to be who has charge of it; and they pay
him accordingly. \While the two cases may not be
parallcl, there is a great similarity; for, although the
speed of the type-setting machine is limited by the
skill of the operator in a way that the printing press
is not, the tendency is to make machines so nearly
automatic that the product can be increased without
calling for more work from the operator. Such
machines cost large sums, and it would scem that
they should be put in charge of good men only, at
remuneration which will induce the best cfforts as
to both care and speed. It might be well to offer a
bonus for every thousaud ems beyond a certain limit.
—dwmerican Bookmaker,

[In connection with the closing sentence of the
above it may not be amiss to state that both in the
Empire and Mail offices m this city, a bonus is given
the operators if they exceed 1,700 ems an hour.) —
En. P. axo P.
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IMPROVED COMPOSITOR'S CASE
%M()NG the latest inventions patented in Eng-

land of interest to the printing trade is a case
for the ready placing of ty pes and logotypes, and their
casy manipulation. The case constructed  with
open sides and front, and divided into a number of
compartments inclined downwards from the back to-
wards the fiont, such compartments being divided in
two for receiving two different sizes of type. Trays
are provided made with a number of divisions adapted
to receive other trays. preferably stamped out of sheet
metal and divided into comparttients or  channels
adapted to receive rows of diflerent vypes. 3y making
the last-named trays of sheet metal they are adapted
to contain a reserve vow of cach type. The com-
posite trays thus formed can casily slid into a d out
of the case through the open sides thercof. A notch
is cast in the right hand side close to the shoulder
of the type in order to facilitate picking up. ‘I'his
is another attempt to introduce logotypes into the
composing room, many of which have already been
tried, but always unsuccessfully.
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“You say you were once a pewspaper man?” in.
quired the kind old lady.

“Yes'm,” answered the sad eyed tourist at the
kitchen door. I once had a responsible position on
a big daily paper.”

“Then, haven't you some newspaper friends who
could help yon?”

“Iriends,”  Dbitterly replied the wanderer.  No
ma'am, I was a proof-reader.”

FOR SALE...

The eatensive printing plant at presemt in opera-

tion at No.gg Aneraine ST \WasT, ToroNTo, is offer-
cd for sale in lots to suit purchasers, on easy terms

« « THEL PLANT CONSISTS OF

1 Campbell Book & Job Press, with 31 x 46 inch bed.

1 Hoe Drum Cylinder Press, with 31 x 42 inch bed.

1 One-cighth Medium English Gordon.

1 One-quarter Medium New Ycik Gordon.

1 Onc-quarter Medium Oshawa Gordon.

All equipped wath Pullevs, Countershafis, 8¢, Cutting Machme,
Duposing Stenies, a lane assartiuent of Book, Job and Poster
Type.and everything sequired for an el cquipped prnting office

Premses which are hhted by pas, and heated by <tcam can
oc scvitied at a moderate rental

Catalogue ziving )l deacription and showing faces of type
will be mailed on appliationto . .

J. SPENCER ELLIS,
99 Adclaido St. Wcst, Toronto
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