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a girl'à wbim," said the cider Mr. Duckctt, witb gloolmy significance, as lie
yieidcd a wrung consent ta his son's rcpresentations, "4 1 doubt Hilda's mad
capricn, will cost us dca r."l

IlNay, father, there is no dbnqger ; 'Lis but a night'a revel, remember.
Hlolding things in abeyance, and double watchfulness, wiii keep ait secure."

Aigernon spoke qonfidently, but the eider man was not reassured , and
as he turnd away, the son experienccd an uneaay qualm which was not
casîly diepelîcd.

IlI 'wish Bilda were back ini Germany-botter stili, had never left il.
Having her home was a mistake unless shc 'vere to know ail," ho Paid to
himacilf disconteniediy as, unmooring hie boat, hie scnlicd himeelf down
the river towarda Si. Mliidred's-a favorite diversion on hie part, as the
banker's garden, eluping ta the watem'a edge, by affurding a poseible
glimpe of Clemency amongst hem roses, presented an irresistible attraction.
Nor, to-day, was Ibis attraction disappointed. The binker wotid have
been eaved niuch mental perturbation had he only known ihet whilst hie
stood dtebating wvith Miss Sweetappie tho advisability of acqu.ainting his
daughtcr with tbe pruposils af this new Buitor, ciuwn by the weedy river
banks, beneatb the slîadowy, oierbanging willowa, the youLg man 'vas
arguing his own cause with a ekili which pretty Ciemency wuuld have
found it difficuli ta parry, had she mlot already been toierably 'veli versed in
I.ove'à besirging tactics.

As il 'vas. ahe found it no easy îask toa o halL ber owD as ta emierge
from the conflict unshackled by present bond, or ptomised future fayot.

She 'vas somewbat teken by sampri8e, il i8 truc , a litile fluttered and
unbalanced by tbis enemgetic lover'a speciaus pleading. Yet he8itant,
dubiaus uf ber own inclinations, unconsc:oaly inlluenced by a secret
prefereoce unacknawledged even ta berself, she 'vas, momeover, withheld 6y
a fait', ecarce recognized repulsion from yielding one iota ai ber simple
maiden dignity ta bis passianate adjurations.

et'But you, will camne ta Ilulda's bill and give me 3 out answer thcre?
Say that you will 1" bc entreated '< Oh, you neel not speak," hie adJed
quickly, eplying ta a gesturc of dissient. Il'A look, a touch o: your hand,
a leaf from your bouquct.-nd 1 shall knaw !'

Clemency, eweeping bîma a little -uocking eurtsy, turned siiently away,
ber head beld high.

She resented thus being dictated ta or hurid ; and hadl no intention
af intimating ber answer other than in ber own ti-me and way. It 'as 'vehi
Algernon Duckett b.d bten trained in a schoil ai igid self-contrai , for an
intangible sanietbing in the girl'a piquant hautour etung hi mie pu~Jrujre
wbhe stimulating hie infatuation almost int frenzy.

He mnade a atep forward as though he would have fohhawed ber; but,
restraining binmself by an effort, retreated, leapi int-i his bial, aLd sàvageiy
gnawing bis under lip in discomfited disappointment, sullenly rowed bim-
self back.

"4Let us go ta the Mfinister," Clemency said, slipping ber band coaxingly
under ber fatber's arm balf an bout haier, when the cathedral helis cnimed
their sumumons to e'vensong, and Mr. Sweetapple, nnihing loth, gathering
bis thougbts together, acquiesced witbout demur.

This 'vas a frequent cusiomn with the two. Freqnentiy, also, gaing in
or coming oui, tbey 'veme jained, as to-day, in thc cathedral porch by a tali,
grave-eyed man. Could it bc ibat these uncertain meetings lent a subite
glanior to Clemency's fascination for St. Mihdred'a sombre yet gloriaus
fane ?

The Iligb Sîreet'e lazy traffic was subsiding as they came out. Bclote
the post-officc or sortie of the larger shape sooa carrnages, vhose occupants
bad paueed on the daihy drive ta enquirc for letters or match silks and
ribbone. At tho chief drapem's a alitary horsewoman 'vas waiting the
shopman's return with change or purchase; a suln-lookirîg, thick-set
groom in attendance in the rear. The girls attz-ntion was dividcd bctw.ixt
curbing the impatience af a eomewbat mettiesomne stced and scanDing the
passers-by. As she caugbt sight of the approaching group her face
brighiened ; file turncd ber borse'a bcad neamer to tbe pavement, msking a
little detaining motion with the band thai beld ber whip. Les golden
mauntinga fiasLed in the brilliant sunsbine. A jewcl scintillatcd from, ils
hutt as bier fingers fcil back against tbe pomme]. Clemency's keen cycs
took ini those accessaries ai a glanico; the styliah habit, cut iii the fashion
of a bygone genoration, and beaver bat, the ne'v trappinga and cost]3 steed,
the 'weli-livcritd attendant, the jewelled whip. AUl the appointimenis 'verc
gond, il sometvbat os-cm fceb; yet was there discrepancy in tbe picturr, as
a whole, wbicb jarrmed inde?:..bly upon ber tasie. But the frank facc and
clear cyca dawn-bent ta hers beld only wbat was pleasant.

IrCongratulate me, I bave conqnctcd ! Fatber eays I anay ha-,c my
dance," Hilda Duckeit said, staoping from ber saddle, flushcd, cag2r and
triumnpbant.

ceI amn glad, since sa keeping your bittbday pleases yau," Cicmner.cy
axuawered, and then blushed boîly, biting ber lip as ber falber gl&nccd ai
ber enquiringly, and lilda cxclaimed in brusque surprisc :

I ow gossip flics 1 Wby, it iras oniy decided ibis marning. Oh, I
nderstand," sbc added, wiib a nod amd laugb ai amnused en)ltghîeýnmctît.

Mm. Sweeiapplo Iaoked puzzled. Ral Aldcn'a biowr darkened.
Ciamnency, with a hit defiant air, bent fomwamd and stroked the mare a
gloasy neck.

sMy invitations are not issucd yct, oi coursej but you 'viii ail came ?",
uilda qnestioned, wiib a comnprebensivc glance including Rail, thoogh hc
'vas atli unknown ta bier.

Mr. Sweetapple introduccd bian. Ralf bawcd atifily, maliing no.
response.

"t-wc-do not dance," Clcrncy taid, ber small he3d crcct.
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