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st Unbribed, unbought, ourswords wo draw,
Toguard the Monarch, fence the Law,*

OTTAWA, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1576.

ARESPONDRNTS—T.6tters addreased Lo either
tho Editor or Publisher,as well ag’Commaunicn.
tlons intended for publication,must,invariably,
be pre-pavd. Correspondonts will also bear 1n

mind that one end ofthe envelopo should be left
open, and at the corner tho words ¢ Printer's
Copy" writton and a two or five cent smmpfam
cording to the welghy of the communication)
placed thoreon will pay the gostnze. Nocom.
munlcation, however, will bo Inserted unless
thie writer’'s naume is gfven, not necessarily for
‘nu.bllcat.gon, bat that we may know from whom
t i3 souvt.

WE have for the past nine years endeavored to
farnish the Volunteer Force of Canada with
a paperworthy of thelrsupport, but, weregret
to say, havoe not met with that tangitio en.
conrngement which wo confidently expected
when we undertook thoe publication of-a
paper wholly dovoted-to thelr interesis. We
now apveal to their chivalry and ask each
of our subscribers to procure another, orton
porson sending us the names of four or flve
new subscribers and the money—will be en.
titled to recerve one copy for the year free. A
little exertion on the part of our friends would
materiatly assist us, besldes extending the
usefulness of tho paper among thoe borco—
keeping them thoroughly posted-in all the
changes and improvements in tho art of war
s0 essentinl for a military man to know. our

ambition is to improve the Volunteer Review
in overy respect, 80 as to make it second to
none. Will our friendshelpustodo it? Pre.!
miums will be given to those getting up the,
largest Hsts. Fhe Review being the only mil.
itary paper published in Canuda, it ought to
Lo Hberally supported by the officers, non.
aolrlnmlssloned officers, and men of cach Bats
alton.

IN another page will be found three letters
addressed to the Editor of Broad Arrow on
the “Dearth of Arullery” in the British
gervice, which .we republish because . the
writer, under the nom de plume of ¢ Swinglo.
tree,” is evidently an experienced Artillary
Ufcerand thoroughly understands t}.e prac
tical bearing of the subject be discusses, and
because our own mulitary organization la~

'not enough of Field Artillery even for our
ipresent Aotive Forco, antt wo have made no
:provision whatover forits sudden expansion.

As “ Singletree' says, wo have trained a
ilarge amount of 8o called * Garrison Artil-
‘lery' as infantry soldiovs, but hardly one
manin tou of the force has bad éxporimental
training with tho obscleto 32 poynder, not
ito talk of tho heavy guns'with which forts:
sre now armed in those days—in fact we
‘have not got beyond infantry organtzalion—

in any cise, and our {roublo appedrs to bo |

that “improvement,’’ and not development;
is the leading iden in the minde of our mili
-tary suthorities. '

The present session of Parliament will
no doubt enable us to know whut is designed
ito be done relative to (ho future develop
ment of our military organization. It has
‘been hinted by the press that retrenchment
swill be the order of the day, and that changes

?| in the ¢ District Staff” eystem ave imminent,

as that system was founded ‘on the * deceh-
tralization'? tlieory, and as it is true in prao
tice as well as principle, we cannot contem-
plate anything more *fatal t> thie interests
of the active voluntee~ force thas such &
measure,

Our military organization has beén founded
ou the prirciple of «defence,” tbe main
featuro of which is that a sufficient force
cotld be always concentrated on the threat

ened points, and:this cannot be done undér:

any other system.

Wo have had repeatedly td refer to the
spectacle which -the English ¢ War Office"
afforded during the lute Fenian' troubles in
Ireland—how it:took nearly three monthsto
organize a flying column for scrvice uander

Lord STRAITHNAIVEN, and how one battalion-

at' least, had to bivouao on' the beach.at

Portsmouth in a storm, because somebody |
who. ehould. coubtersign an .order was at .

ball and could not be found.

It is not the interest of this c.untry which.
*will be consultedl i, any -vital-change or any

movement leading thereto tukes place—our
troops maintained in a siate of.eiﬂcipnpy is

‘the ditect pledge to the public creditors

that theirinvestments ‘in Canada. are éafe—
and true policy will point out the wisdom of
letting well endugh alone, What.is wanted
is not “improvement’ in the revolutionary
sense, but development on the tried basis of

T the * Militia Bill”

‘There .can be no doubt whatever what
ling thut development should take it—should
consist of the augmentation of Field Artil.
lery, thé organizaiton of our Engineer and
Staff Corps, aird the regulaiion of regimiental
commands in such & wanner as to.{rain with
the present force end cost the greatest pos—
sible number of Field Officers.

Ungder the present depressed state of com
mercial and financial matters an increase of
ex;enditure is out of the queslion and
should be carefully avoided, but none of the
plans specified involves any prescnt outlay,

while the necessily for organization is imwmi.
nent, that for outlay can be well postponed.
In {he case of the Engineer nnd Staft Corps
no expenditure whatever nced be incurred
oxcept that of grlnling the necessary Ga-
zottes. . “

“The cost of our whole force is about fiwenty-
five cents per copita of popiilation, and it
would bo certainty absurd to break up an
cfficient organization in order to economize
on such o paltry sum,

Tu: following article on **Taclics,' as far
as they relate to * Inf'antry Skirmishing,” is
copied for the benefit of our readers from
Broad Arrow of 15lh January.

‘It is ay well to remark that Zard and fast
rules on this subject cannot be Iaid down—
only general ideas inasmuch as all {actical
maneuvres must be adipted to the topo-
graphy of the district over which operations
are in progress. .

¢ At the present moment, when military
tactics are attracting so much-general public
attention throughout EKurope,-the following
ariginal and.well considered suggestions by
a staff -officer of distinction, are worthy of
attention,.as bearing upon more than one
tactical problem, in thd formation.of order of
battle, under the altered conditions of mod-
ern warfare, )

‘the system advocated by the officer re-
ferred to, is described as ‘Memorandum
on two orders of battle, for the Infantry of
a Division to show a method of skirmishing.’
We riva the details in exfenso :—

The Division to contain three-infantry
brigades, each of four battalio: s.

Orders of Battle.—A. One brigade skir~
mishing, with one brignde in line support.
iog, and one brigade in column ns resetve.—
B. Where lateral extension is:required—
three brigades, each with two batislions
skirmishing, and each with two baltalions in
line supporting,

Battalions to skirmish, would form in line;
at twelve pacr. interval, each battalion
having one company,at thirty paces, in rear
of the flank which is not that of appui.

Advancing from the halt to skirmish,three
‘(or more).lines at intervals between files,.
would be formed on the following principle:
_Tho right files of each section throughout
‘the skirmishing brigades to march straight
to the front, to be jollowed -at 200 yards, or
required interval, by the second and third
files,.and subeequently by the remainder,
each line bheing allowed to divide between
‘the files, the length of the battalion front,
but to be prepared to take the proper for-
mation, if closed.

An.officer to be ou each battalion- flank,
and with each line to prevent overlapping,
and algo, to maintain distance an direction;
and- a suitable proportion of officera and
non'cominissioned oflicers to be with each
portion of their companies. .

The rear company to follow in slightly
open order if under fre.

Assuming the strength of bittalions fo- be
400 files the first formation would cover 1030
yards, the thinner order 1450 yards, giving
respectively nine men, and five men-to de
fend each yard. .

The infuntry of the division would stland;

1st, One line of their skirmishers,

2ad. At 200 yards, s moderately thick
line of skirmishers.

3rd. At 200 yards, 1 dense line of skir-

bours under u similar disadvantage, wo have nor indeed fulure, except thoartillery ; and 'mishers,
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