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s Unbribed, unbought, our swords wo drav,
‘Lo guard the Monarch, fenco the Law."”
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ToCORRESPONDEXTS~Letters adidressed toeither
1he Editor or Publishor,as well as Communiea-
tiony intentded for publicationinust,invariably,
bYopre-paid. Correspondents will also bear in
mind that one endof tho envelope ahould be left
opon, and at the corner the words ¢ Printer's
Copy™ written and a two or five cent statap{ac.
condlng to the welght of the conimunication)
placed thereon will pay tho postage.

Lizur. J. B. \aNTRR,0f Victoria, and Captain 11.
V. Epxoxng of New  wWestminiter, are our
authiorzed Agents for British Columbla.

Owixc tothe frequent removal of sub-
scribers from one place to anotheras iell
a3 the difficully ,experisnced in collecting
{from thoss liring in remote paris of the
Dominion, and some leaving tho country
altogether, we are forced to adopt the pay
in-advanoe system. e, therelore, call on
all who wish to hava the paper coatinued to
them to send in their subscriptions without
delay-—as this rule will be strictly adhered
1o in the future. Subacribers in arrears will
have their accounis mads out and formarded
to them, and if not paid within & reasonable
time, will be placed in the hands of an At
torpey for collection,

Iz ias sgain our pleasant duty to greetour
patrons at the opening of a New Year and
1o wish msny happy returns of a period
which has been marked with such happi-
ness and presperily to her Majesty's loyal
subjects of British North America. The
events marking the past year, in a military
point of view, have not been characterised
by such striking incidents as distinguished
preceding periods, but on the whole the
condition of the Canadian Army warrants
the beliel that its development will eventa-
ally be effected in accordance with the in
tention of that wise, just,aud vigorous Liegis
lative action which cailed it into existence.
Experiencs has taught us that the worst of
all erils to which & military force can be
subjected is that of incessant legislative in-
terference, and it mut afford every true
Jover of his country intense aatisfaction {o
know that in thisrespect Canada turnishes
a marked contrast to all other comatitution-
ally governed countries.

Several changss have faken plaoce in the
comnand and administration of the force
during the past year, all {ending toita ad
vantage. A distinguished British General
has acocepted the Command-in-Chief, thus
evinzing bis faith in the soundaess of the

principles on whieh it is orgauised, and we
trust that under his fostering cave its full
davelopment will be effeoted.

The distinguished civilian who filled the
onerous and important position'of Deputy
Minister of Militia has retired to enjoy well
earned loisure, his place has been fitly nnd
appropriately filled by a trained Canadian
soldier, to the contentment of every man in
the torce. Another distinguished Canadian
soldier, has succeeded to the command as
Depuly Adjutant General of the Fourth
Military Distriot; and s most;successful ex:
pedition in the NorthWest has been brought
to a close by the late inspectior of artillery
and warlike stores in Ontario, Lisut.Colonel
Furexcn.

In literary efforts Licutenant Colonel
Straxce, commanding B Battery of Artillery
at Quaebec, has furnished a most valuable
and intellectual treat in his *‘Artillery Re-
trospect,” & synopais of which has appesred
in the columns of the Review.  And nor,
while chronicling the achievements of the
forco of which the Vorusrcee Ruview is
hornored in being the literary representative,
we have in tho first number of our Ninth
Volume to say a word for ourselves, dis:
claiming any attempt at egotism.

Most of our readers are aware under
what difficulties tho Vorusreen Review
made its fitst appearancein 1S67,0ne or two
able attempts had been previously rasde to
start a Military Jouraal in Canads—but
although sustsined by most powoful literary
talent they proved failures—the events of
the year 1866, mith its Fenian raids and the
proved necessity of organizing a respectable
military force, rendered it necessary that a
reliable organ of that force should exist—
whose role should be that of dealing with its
purely military needs eschewing all pohitical
mattars or anything tending to weaaken the
bondsof discipline—thewriter ol this article
was the author of the first article in the firat
number of the Vorusteer Revicw, and he
appeals (o his brother officers as well as the
forca generally as {0 how that programme
has been carried out, Whether it has been
a literary sucoess is notfor its Editor to
say, but there is no difficalty in assacing its
patrons that it is anything but a caramercial
aucoess.

In this department of the Volunteer
force thers is and has been as in =1l others
whers individuals discharge faithfully the
ohligations they owe their country, a much
greatdr amount of abnegation and sojf de*

-nial than the outsido world will credit, bnt

the answer of a quist conaciancs is as neces®
sary {0 the soldier as the theologian or the
Statesman.

Embarked in & cause which has forits
ohject the upholding of authority and the
preservation of the authority of the Jaws, we
ook to the justice of the S:ate to aid our
efforts 10 strengthen the hands of authority
and to disseminste that knowledge without
which any army, no matter how well organ-

-~

ised, must be n mere mechanical engine in.
capable of self action,

‘I'o the ofhcers of the Canadian Army we
look for those literary efforts in the cause
of scientific knowledge which alone will
prove its presence, and wao invite their com-
munications on matters tending to the
henefit of the force or the advancement of
ils interests.

Tue year just closed has beer marked, in
anunprecedented degreo,by the most fright-
ful casuslties that has ever fallen to the lot
of a journalist to record. What with earth.
quakes, tremendous (ornadocs, and fear-
fully destrucli.e fires, resulting in the loss
of thousands of lives, and the destruction of
billisns of property, both by sea and by
Iand, no previous year’s record can com-
paro with it. And one of the most harrow-
ing, and the last that has reached us, is the
account of the burning of the British ship
Cospatrick, which sailed from London for
Auckland, New Zealand, on September 14th
and was destroyed by firo on November 191h
oT tho Cipe of Good Hope, an account of
which we copy from the New York Sun and
and is as follows :—

% A telegram from dadeira says that the
British ehip Cospatrick which has been
burned at sea, was bound from London for
Auckland, New Zealand. She sailed from
London on September 14, and was spoken
on October 28 in lIatitude 11 ° south, longi-
tude 34© west. She took fire during the
voyage, and was totally destroyed on Thurs
day, November 19, The vessel was then in
latitude 372 south, and longitude 122 east,
off the Cape of Good Hope. Tae British
ship Sceptre picked 0p one of the boats of
the Cospatrick. It contalned threesurvivors
of the wreck., Thess were tha second mate,
Henry McDonald, and two sailors, They
had beon {en days drifing about in the
boat. A grealer part of this tinie they rus-
tained life by drinking the blood and eating
the flesh from the bodies of their compsanions
who died in the Loat. The remainder of
the cres of the Cospafrick four cabin passen-
gers and 424 steerago passengers, who had
emigrated under the goneralregalations for
Australia, are supposed to have been lost.
The Government emigrants ware for the
most part agriculral Iaborers, who left Eng-
lapid in consequenco of the recent labor
strikese  Many of them wers married, and
were accompaniad by their famities.”

Tke following furthar additional partien-
1ars we Sip from the N, Y. Herald of the 20th
ult. :—

4 She took fire and was totally destroyed
on Thursday, the 19th of-November. Her
crew and passengers numbered 500 souls.Of
the paasengers lost there are foar cabin 424
steorage, who had emigrated under the
Government regulations for Australia, The
Gorvernment emigrants werg for the most
part agricaltural laborers, who le!t Eung-
land in consequence of tho operstion of the
recent labor stries. Tlo Cospalrick had heen
employed for many years pastin thecarrying
of British troops to Indis.The 1ast voyage she
made previeus to the fatul irip was when
carrying ooolies from Calcatta 10 Demorata.
Sha was frigate built, in tho fashioa of all
the teak ships built by the Ewt India Com-

paby, and was valued at ££9,000,”



