
:incertaint shother te cargo ceîttained con-
tîabiund of war 'rTe miode of aialing tlic
Navy nt this tinie ndded te te comnplica-
tions: Vue naîtionail law of Great flritain
9 liat ;"once a, stîbject always a iiubject" ivas
folcwde( to its logical conclusion by imprcss-
il;y Irein1 ûv(sry vessei visited by lier shlps of
warii British subjects or thoso assumied Vo
bc ne. As te almost total monopoly of te
continentVal Europoan carrying trado ontsbied
tito Uni ted States merchants Vo offer larger
ivatges for able soarnen, it is no ivender if
tieir vessels woro nsanned by the yery best
clants of Blritish sailors, nor if their fbeiblo
aîbstraction croated grçat excitentent
ainongst ihose whlo ivere te sufferers by the
operations or' what ivas ovidontiy an absurd
.tnd unjtîst codc eîîforced by te streng hiand
of poiver.

A1 veî'y foolishi Order in Council permiVted
the belligerents te"I impgrt Colonial produce
into te Motitor Country, only paying a duty
to the Govornnient of the neutrai State te
Vhioun te c.'rrier flag belonged ;" titis con-
tinued in force froni 1801 tili 1806; its con-
secjuences woro thoso dotailed as throving
tue carrying trado into Americain liands anti
its revocatien created great national IL..con-
Vent in tîto United StaVes.

'l'ho naturalizaVion laws of the latter power',
ioosely framled, wore unniercifuliy abused.
Certificates were grantcd te British seamen
on densand, and even the Navy did net
liesitate te receivo and enrol deserters front
thc British Mon of-War.

Maritime law lias alîvays been a. fruitful
subJeet of contention, but iii this case it
-vould be impossible te say %vliat it realiy
defineci or ltow er by whom it was primarily
vioiated.

Previeus Vo tite acitual declar-ation of Vaxr
niany high handed nets hall beoit perpcVraV'
cd by the Blritisht officers on te Amierican
ceast. CotstendiTsg with a pover ivîici coulti
eniy impose -a paper bleekade, it is not Vo be
îvondered at if, annoyed at the quibbles and
evasions of astute Yankee skippers, and dis-
gusted at the barofaced tergiversation with
whichl thoy pusbed a dishonest trado in con-
traband of War, a bluff brave seansan occa.]
zÀonally lest lis temper, nor dees it reflect
utxuch eredit on the American Government
that Vhey invariabiy took te part of tIse
.offender.

To prevent te open trade in contraband
of War carried on at New York and BostVon,
te Lander, an old 50 silip conamanded by

ýCapt. I. Whitby, in company with the Cani-
brian of 40 guns, iras ordered te cruise off
thoe ports witiî strict injurictiens net to use
force ivithin any bays or other marks indi-
cating te dominion of te United States.

on tîte 25th Aprîl, 1806, Capt. WhiVVy was
ai. dinner on board the Cambrian while sev-
oral coasters were being over hauied and
woe iircd at in ordor te bring thetn Vo. A
slsot frein tise L'eander ivas said te have
kilied a man namod ,John Poarco on board1
un Aincrica'n çcliooiier. apti this wvas charged
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as iwilf'ul nmurder on tho part of Cà&pt. WVliLýy.-
Tito President of tho United States i6sued
an order prohiibiting te Leandor front
entering any port of tho United States ani
ropresented the inatter so stî'ongly iliat
Capt. Whitty %vas placed under arrest and
gent to England tobe tried by Court Martial
on "ltho s.pital chiargo"-asd after a yoar*.i
vexatious dlay Oiwing to tlio intrigues of
tho Armerican authoritica hoe sas tried and1
honorably arquitted.. It tlid net appoar on
tho trial that sucit a nan as Jclin 1'carce
wvhoso death %vag charged in the indictnient
oem cxis ted.

During the sumutor of 180-a te Hialifax
sloop of WYar, contmanded by Lord Jamnes
Toivnshend, %was Iying in Ilampton Rlonds,
having occasion Vo scnd his jolly b-lat on
some service, the crcw despite tho Mit ship-
man took tho boat ashore and desertt.d-in
endeavoring to reclaim those mon ti'a Cap-
tain ivas insultcd in the streets anti could
obtain ne edress. This mattor w ts report-
ed to the Senior Officer on the stttion, whoc
sont tho Leopardi 50 guns, Capt. S. 1". Hum-
phries, witli instructions to dlaim the men
froti tho American Cornmodore Blarrow, on
board wvhoso ship they were reporteci te have
entered.

On tho 22nd June tho Leopard chased a
strango sail svhich proved te bo the Chiesa-
peak, an American frigato of 36 guns (18
peundes's) 300 inen; when near enouglt
CapVain Humphiries hailed and said lhll
"ldespatchles from te British Commander-
ii-clhief;" the anssver wvis IlSend. them on
board, I shall heavo te," A n officer and
tboat's crew svere sent on board Vtse Chesa-
peak witlt a copy of the Commander-mn-
chief".q order to search for deserters, and a
nloVe frotn Captain Ilumphries as fIoilows -

--Tho CaPtain Of lits ýMIjestY's Sititie Leopard

unitcd states frigýate Chesupeak, an caler frein
te ucacorable Vice Admiiirai Bcerkeiy Cominand-

Cr-lu-eiticf ont the North Amnericani Station, re-
spct1ng Soule tic %erter; frein the ships tiserein
mnentiLieItiiniter lais cemimand and .'cppesed
nlo% teitttc servling a-" partof Uic crcsv orthe Cies.

-Tiîî± (2.tpt.in uf tle Leolpard witi iiot preýumne
te iay anytiagi in aiddition te wViitt the Ceai-
iinîder-Iflef Itts stated more titan te expres
a licite tbat evcry circuinstaiîcc respecting tlsei
raay btc adjusted lei sncli a manner 1iat te liar-
mony subsistiltg betwceîî tho two cnîîatî'ies amny

rmin ,sndisturbed."1
afeun ilbsence of three quarters of an

Afourth boat returned with, the following

Ia:)swer:-
I know of no bucli men as yen describe-tme

effleers timat wcro on the rersstiiîg tiervice fer
Ititis itip were partteuiarly listrued by the
atovernimeat, tbrougbi me, net to enter deserters
from Hts Btritish Mestys iips, nor do I ktto%
of mîy being bere. I ans aise instrsscted nover te

j permit thoe crewv or aiy siîs 1 comamand te btc
inustcred by any but lier own o2iccrs. It Is nsy
dispositlin te preserve btsrmony, and 1 hope tiis
answer %vill uîreve satiEfactory.

"Signedt, J.AtzS BARROeW."
*VThe Leopard now edged down towvards

tho Chesapeak and Captain Humpliries saidt
-1isCommiodore B3arrow you niust be aware
oftîo necessity 1 ara under ef complying

yul 1 Vite orders ef niyÇontadricief'
['imse Werds iworo Vwico rejmeated and te
only repiy returncl wrs-" Ido itot utider -

standi yotm'-whiclt vorais %ve'o distiitctiy
meard oit board ello Lcopard ai tImeugl ato i'a.
toi -clidîcard. Slie tien fircd a shotticrosstLite

ewls et tieCiesapeik %vliici ias folliee
ya second, and ininncdiatcly after by at

broadsitlc. Conimodore Barrow hailed titat
te wouid send a boat oas board, bîtt as te
frigato iras ovidentiy preparing for actionm
the Leepard continucd lier lire; at te Ihird
broadsidc tIse Ainerican colet-s wvero hauled
do%-ii and Lieu tenant Sinitit of flic Citcsapetîk
canio on board witis tilo foilowing lotter:

'*ftit,-l c'nfhIerltbe frigate Cliepeic as your
prize asnd ail reiffly te deliver lier te uny onicet
stuttioriset( te reccive lier, t» Ltme roturti of the
boat I sihall expeet ýIir, iither,; aind liave thet
ioiser toe tzeL. J. IJARIIoN."1

Tl' îvhichl Capt. lluîttptties roplied as foi-
loiws:

"Sîn,-tta Iog tei extetît ut iliy poîver fui-
filhid the iiîttnettioinay Comnmraader-lii-clile
1 liaie nethiag more to <teskre, :îni) 2iààht Ji) roii-
sec1uence p)roceed te jolii tic reinaitîder ct thie
Squadroit, repeatimg thitt 1 ani ready te gis'e yon
any a'sIstaîtcp ii ny power, snd do most sineere-

i y depioro fiat aîîy livet, siiotîk have beem iest lit
lthe exeatieli of t; sers ire wiii mlgbtliave iaeeiî
tsdJntotd more atiiabiy, alot cniy wvit respect te
ouricel -s, but Ie lthe ntiaion,, te yhichi sve respec-
lii'ely hieiog.

1' hiave' t1 lic oiiet to be, Sir,
-S. 1'. MIMemL'i -S."

Lieutenants (,. 'T. Fallen, * . M. Guise,
axsd .1. Meade, ivitl a party ef mcn, proced-
cd on board te Chcsapeak and maustereti
lier ship's company of rn t welt'e wes-o re-
cognised, as desorters, four of whom eniy
were brouglit away, three belonging te VIe
Melampus and one te the Hfalifax. Tîte
Citesapeak iras badly dainaged, had tlmrce
seanten iiied anti 17 wvounded.

TIc Britisht Governament disavowcd tIe
acitfVice AdmiraI Berkely and Captamit,
Iltmphries, both ef whom ivere reccsýIed anti
the riglit of searcît was f bandoned. Com-.
mnodore Barrow ias tticd by a Court Martial
and dismissed te Service of the United
States.

Tmote were Vive courseb irhicli were opens
to him, either of ivhich ho tiglit have adopt-
cd with lionor; tuec first îrould bo te muster
his crcw and alloîr one efthVe Leepard's
efficors te identify ansy deser Ver whidh miglît
bo antengst them-tbe second was te avow
hoe lad the men but iveuld net give thons up
as incensistent with bais country's honer ; ieo
did neither-without preparing fer action ho
ahlowcd his. slip te ho used as a press gang
would use a tavorn and iras therefore juctiy
dismnissed.

The conduct ofAdmirai Eerkely ansd Capt.
lusnphries although maiked by spirit %vas

equallY Or more reprehlensible; it was a drr-cý
inlsuit te the United States, and it is a Inatter
for surprise that it was net seenor resented,
hoîvover sucli deeds propared thse way f.~-
thse contost irhicli ias te followi.

TIc Frenchi Govornment lias suggested
the nout'aliza tien of ships engaged on lies-
pital service during war,


