
OUR SÂBBÂTH SOHOOLS. 0

.At an intoresting social meeting of the Teachers and friends of Zion Chape
Sabbith Sehool, Toronto, a short time ago, several addrcsses were delivercd, the
substance of two of which is hiere given, in the hope that they wilI be useful te
many who are noiv, or should bie, dovotedly engaged in this good work.

W110 SUOULD TEACi iN ouit SABBATI ScCOLS?

Rev. Mr. Roaf said: It is of great importance to note the fact, that Sunday
Schools in this country are net for the communication of elementary knowlcdge, se
mucli aq for the inculcation of divine truth, and therefore that they require the
labors of christian and intelligent persons. 11e could neyer recognize the idea of this
ivork being left chicfly te the young-and would point out that hiere six eut of the
seven dcacons are regularly engag-ed in it. The very best minds in this church
and cengregation have in former days worked in these schools-and he was sure
that the best informed, most clear in conception, and most pewerful in utterance
would find full scope for their energý,ies in explaining and eaforcing the things of
Goâ. The best are wanted even for the younger children; and then it is mosi
desirable te retain and conduet up into life and usefuiness the higher scholars.
To megleot the harvest after a year's labour te raise it is folly. The sehool like the
parent needs te, recegnize and meet the chan gcd tastes and tendencies of yeutb,
That iiplieit, faith, oredulity, which for wise parposes is implanted ia the infantile
mind, passes away as manhood approaches ; and independence and self-judgment
will work, be they recognized or net. It therefore becomes requisite te appeal te
reason, te introduce the questions which are te be met wvith out-of-doors, and te
convince as vc-l1 as te silence. If this were net done in the sehool it would bie doue
by other parties and probablv by perverting teachers. Sucli young persons, tee,
like te have varied information, and may bo interested by biblical. literature,
such as relates te the manners and customs ef scripture times, the Geography
and Natural Ilistory of the bible, and controversial tapices. They wish, too, te lie
separate from, email children, and te be asseciated with parties of their ewn age.
Then, they have an, idea of being usefid, and should have the prospect and pre-
iparation for activity in the cause. Ail these and other propensities of minde
emcrging from. mere pupilage are te 1e provided for in a compicte Sunday School
sv.etstn. To do 'his roquires the best talents of the church. 0ur Sunday Sehools
are the public provisIon for the Iambs of the Block, as the general meetings are
for the shcep-and dometic tuitien however faithfully performed weuld ne more
8upersede them than the private exercises of christians renders unnecessary uie
wership. Ile always feit that whatever lie mnight do at home, his ewn children qllould
alse go te the seheol; and he thought the best families miiglit regard the Snudav-
schont tecching as a supplenaent without at ail being a su1stitlé for their own ro-
licus culture. Ilbre, children heard truth from other voiecs-here they had
stimulus of class sympathy and emulation-horo they received public addresss-
bore thoy hiad the use of scriptiire maps, picturos and other aide te conception-
here they had the books of the library-here aise t.hey learnt sacred music. It
is net then te bie anticipated that in tIc timo w-Ion 1'tIc hoarts of the fathers are
turned te the children,> sohools içill ho dispensed ivith. HIe hopod that as thiese
scheols hiad rendered good service te the cause of God se they still will do. le
was affected ta sec the ontire revolution of teachors and children in these institu-
fions since ho first knew them-in conceiving net only cf those, who were thers
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