
THE CANADIA]

Di!,Aii BUZE'rnnEZFN,-WVe are constrained to ac-
knowledge, wvith dleep gratitude, the presence,
loving care, and gu idin- 'visdomi of God in~ direct-
ing and hielping our efforts throughout the year
which lias just closed.

Scarcely hiad the year opened when it became
evident to us ail that the natives would soop be
involvcd in a %var with the Portuguese ru lors of the
country ; and what, would be the effect of sueli a
struggle on our mission work we .ould not fore-
cast. At this point Mr. Lee wvas called from the
station to fill a gap made by the retirement of Mr.
Searle, froni Benguella, before anyone could be
found to fi bis place. (MNr. and Mrs. Searle
could not stand the climate, and lience were or-
dered away witlîout deiay.) Miss Clarke, who liad
been appointed to our stati-ri, and wvlo wvas tiien
on lier Nvay to this field, %vas not expected to settle
Nvith us for a tinie (she lias iîot yet seen our sta-
tion nor been seen by lue>. Our outlook wvas not
briglit. Tliere was littie roomn for us to expeet
any marked improveinent; in our work. We were
alniost deprived of the hope of being able to, hold
our o'vn. With whiat joy then are we able now
to report progyress in every department of our
work.

The war came, and it was a cause of mucli
anxiety for a time, and kept us in daily council
with the natives. Many were killod, several vil-
lages were burnt; the chief was captured ; a fort
was built and garrisoned vvith soidiers, but our
station hias suffered no injury, and the district of
country round about us escaped wîthout any ]oss.

Building.-Work in this line 'was carried on
Nvith littie interruption, and with more ezpedition
than heretofore. A fence round our premises lias
been built, which adds greatly to our conifort and
convenience. The road and bridge across the
river have beeri completed, and they are now
rapidly becoming one of the chief thoroughfares
in the country, besides bringing us into easy con-
tact with the villages. Three cabins have been
erected to rneet the wvants of our growing family
of boys, besides an hospitai and dispensary, none
of whicx buildings have been a tax on the mission
funds. A permanent house for one missionary
famiy is now rapidly approaching conîpletion.
We greatly need a sehool-house, but had neither
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time nior îîîeans at our disposai dturiingDý the year to
ereet one.

Mledical.-No regular physician, lias been in
charge of our miedicai departîinent, yct ive have
been able to minister to tlîe wvants of a largo
number of people. Tlioe wlîo hiave soughit our
lielp have been suffering fromi various coînpiaints,
but these were chielly of a simple cliaracter. We
have now about twenty patients a, day undier care.

School.-We began tlîe session witii oniy five
narnes on the roll of our boys' sclîool, and wvithi
scarceiy any material on liand to carry on the
wvork ; we have since received an ample supply of
books, slates and otlier rcquisites for immediate
use ; and after revising our roll, find that we have
now forty seholars. We have *not been able to
devote more than two hours a day, on an average,
to tlîe sehool, yet the lads have made good pro-
gress. Iii four months two, boys wex-e able to read
for themselves the Gospel by Johin, and tlîey did
îîot know the alphabet previous.

An attempt to open a girls' sclîooi niet wvith
considerable encouragement for a tme ; but in the
absence of a lady teacher, ani iii usideration of
various other matters, it seemed best not to con-
tinue the effort for the present.

Evangelist.ie evening wvorship hias been con-
ducted with regulaî-ity tliroughout the year, and
lias been attended hy an average of thîirty-three.
The interest manifested at these services hias often
been touching i n its simpiicity and earnestness.
From two to tlîree services have been conducted
each Sunday. A course of sermions delivered at
these meetingys have led us twice throughî the Gos-
pel of John; and through six chapters of the
Gospel of Mark. In addition to the above a
number of addresses have been delivered on some
of the cliief events in the Old Testament. At
the beg-inning of the year our congregations aver-
aged thirty. For the past thîrce months they
average one hundred and twenty-five. 0ur house
is too small to liold the people;- the little place is
often darkened by those wvho crowd about the
door and windows.

Our reiationship with the people seenis to be
steadiiy inîproving; certainly wve are adniitted to
a. larger place in their confidence and respect thaxi
was accorded us in the past. 0ur greatestjo


