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TOIZONTO, DEC. 15, î88i.

As wce propose to issue thc jan.
number of the INDEPENDENT Mon-
thly as near as possible to Christmas,
and as the filing of spacc equal to
two numbers of the present issue,
wvithout any advcrtiscmcints, requiresi
considerable labour, this is the L..ST
NUMI3ER of the weckly issue.

VALÉDIC TORY.
As intimatcd above, this number

closes the weekly issue Of the IN DE-
1-LNI)ENTi and with it niy editorial
connection cornes to an end. Two
),cars ago, 1 ver>' rcluctantly, yield-
ing only to the repeattd pressure ofi
friends. assumed the duties. The
step was against my best judgment,c
mny hands were fuil, associated ass
I %vas in a large business rcquiring1
constant care and attention, wvhile fori
any spare moments 1 might have, myc
officiai position in thc church and myt
rnuch-ioved school gave full demand.)
The experience of the tivo years hasr
confirrned me in my judgment. 1
have nat had tirne ta attend ta the1
duties I undertook, and I know thatc
the paper lbas suffered in conse-c
quence ; in tact had it nlot been for r
the help most generousiy giver byr
the Rev. jolin Burton, the papera
wouid oflten have mad.z a very pjoort
exhibit indeed. The present seenaed,s
therefore, a fitting tianc to relinquish(
the duties ta Mr. Burton, and I do sor
with the satisfaction that springsc
froin the knowvedge that lie iil bce
the riglit man in the right place. Risv
experience and schiolarship wifl give %
value toalal that appears in the pages f
of the magazine, whi]e his attach-
ment to wvhat is true and sterling ina
our Congregationaiisrn %vill enablet
hirn to bc a truc guide to ourchurchese
and to aid in redeeming the interestsy
of Our d&nomination throughout the
Dominion. N

Let me hiere tender my heartyc
thanks t., th,.Ec fricnds wvho, to my i
faults " a little blind." have given sov
trany %vords of checr and encourage. i
ment during my brief tenure of office. t
It bias been vcry gratifying to findh
that my attempt ta serve the r
churches hias been sa armly appre- t
ciated by sa many. Thtis lias provcd o
a great support and a brighit light on1
iy work. Sorne have not agreed i
w ith what I have written. I regreto
it ; I did not cxpect to escape criti-n
cism, and have not, but 1 amn con- t
vinced to-day more than ever thatp
the policy 1 have advocated, wvhichc
has corne to bc known as«* Organized i
CongLregyationalism," is the only saley
living [poiicY ta followv.c

Although 1 cease ta bc editor, my
connection with the INDEPENDENT
ivill not bc entirely setercd. 1 shaîl
have pleasure in spcaking through
its pages frrw time ta tirne. Finally.
I comnmendt!te magazine tu the
churches, pastcrs and peopl,-givc
it a hearty support, it etti do you
good service, anti it rests wvith you
whcther it stai, scnd your ance dollar
forthwith, but du nat send it atone,
get anaother, two, thre, more- ta
send iid it, and ycu %vill reap a
litndIretifold.

HEINRV J. Ci.ARIK.

IITHE INDEI>ENDIE-NT."
The letter of the Rcv. J. R. Black,

publiied in another column, reflects,
wc believe, the opinion and feeling
af a majority of aur subw;ribers on
the propased changeof the INDEPEN-
DENT fromn a weckly back toaa
monthly issue. At the sarîe timne
there are sor-e, pastors and laymen
alikec, who taink otherntise , who,
dcmanng the change thc years ago
from a month:y to a iveckly a mis-
take. look lapon the present deter-
minatian, not only as the natural
consequence af titat mistake, but on
other grounds, as the riglit thing ta
bc donc. For ourselves, %v are iree
ta confess that wc regret the %tep, wvc
have net anly carnestly desired tlhe
continuance af the ivecikly issue, but
have done aIl tlîat "'e could ta pre-
serve it ; we feel îvith Nir. 13lack that
a monthly is flot an adequate repre-
sentation ai a denomination sudi as
ou rs is, or ougli t tao bc ; a wcek ly ive
should have. WVe arc mnet, however-,
b>' the inexorable logic af facts ; the
income isflot sufficient ta meet the
expenditure, cut dowvn as it bas been
ta the very lowest cent. For ttua
years no editorial payment lias been
made, and for most af that period
the business management lias also
been a labouroflove. Tlicrerernained
only anc af two courses open, ta in-
crease the receipts, or ta bring the
paper to a moiuîhly. We laid the
matter befare aur readers, and,
although w~e rceived some kind let-
ters auient, we arc nat aware that an>'
subscribers wverc added ta aur 'list.
One thingwve ivere dLtermitied upon,
not, under any circumstances, ta in-
crease aur iiability ta tic printers;
the <armer debt, a large portion of
wviia stili remains unpaid, ivas a
%varning beacon, at the same time ive
have had ta drav upon a frîend af
the paper ta a ccrtain extenit ta keep
a dlean sheet vath the prmnter; wve
trust that the reduced expenses wiii
enabie us ta repay this early in the
year.

The plan praposed by Mfr. Black
would not, wve fcar, be practicable in
our case. A lecturer, even suppas.
ing he did the %vork Jratuitously,
which we have no rigaht ta cxpect.
ivould have cansiderable expenses
travelling from- place ta place. whdibe
his reccio)ts in cadi place would bc
necessariiy smai. Wc may say in
this cannnection, that a large portion
of the overdue iaîdebtedness ta the
INDEPENDENT is owing by parties
in places %where th%:rc is na chu.rch

af ur order, and s0 no aone ta re-
mind them, or ta get their subscrip-
tions. To visit a number af tliese
places would cost ail that wciuld bc
collcctcd, even were %we sure ai pay-
ment. We know as a fact, that anc
year the collection for anc af aur Sa-
cieties, whec the agent visited only
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the principal places, and collected in
cach far more tItan could be hopcd
for file 1NDEPEN DEN l, the cast ivas
anc third af the rccipts. Our ex-
perience on this point forbids us ex-
pecting anything froin that plan.

There k oilly anc truac legitimate
method, agic that is the inicrease ai
the subscription list. Failing that,
thcre is a plan, hlowcvcr, simple
and cas>', b>' which the weekly
iniglit haî'z becui sustaincd. The
plan praposed b>' the Editor at the
Mlontreil Union inceting, a guarante
fund by a fewv individugals ai, say $200
per year ; probably the hiall ai that
only wvould be required. Same three
or four signified their wilingness on
that ocasion ta do so, but xîat suf-
ficient, and nothing came ai it.

As ive may consider that utider
present circumistanccs the imonthly
is a forguine conclusion, Jet us try ta
make the bcst we can ai it in the
meantime, until, as ive shail hope,
a weckly may bc recornmenced on a
surer basis. A mionthly canniot do
whîat a veekly can ; admnittcd, but it
can do something, and in some
respects, as ive said last ivck, it can
do that sornething better. A weck-
ly, in the lîands ai anc or two indi-
viduals having othîer duties ta, per-
form, is apt ta show crude, hurried
ivriting, and it must incvi tably lac<
the finish îvhich timie and care alone
cai --ive. 'l'le nonthîy gives, aise, an
opportun ioy for t tîeinsertion of articles
of value and permanent interest irom
Various sources, which would hardly
be in place in a ncwvspaper, and wve
trust thw, it ivil bc fonnd rhat if ive
lose in anc dircction ive shaîl gain
in anatlier.

Let fia one, hawecer, think af
dropping lîk subscription now, the
radier let there be. as askccd last
%veck, an earnest effTort made ta in-
crease the list ; every additionatl pay-
in- subscriber w~ill biclp ta makie tlie
mnagý,azine better, it %v'ill encourage ta,
spend money upon it in variaus
%ways wvliere it %vilI be useful and
give iiacrcased value. WXho wvill act
for us in thc varinus churclies ?

01î11 Elzfigiends have ivritten lately,
regretting,,, the backward step taa
nxantlîly fram a wveekly issue, and
ask, " Is it inevitable ?" W& say fia.
Double ou>- paywug suibscr-iptioni lisi,
and ive %ill give a veekly of %vhich
none need ta bc ashamed. Let friends,
toa, remember that it is aver tîvelve
anonths bince the C.L publicly ap-
pealcu ita its patrons, anîd we have
v. aited-anoney even having ta be
advanccd, beside gratuitous service.
Na response! We wanted te im-
prove the %%eckly ; could flot, and
naw feel that a good monthly wlviIbe
better thiar the %v'cekl.y ive have
bcen compelled ta give. XVe are sa-
tisfied ivhcn thte ronthîly is eut
friends will begrin ta think iv'e have
net scriausly retrograded. To anc
course, however, wc are fülly corn-
nîittcd, ta incur no mare dcbt for
printing, nor open aniother ban< ac-
caunt. When subscriptions stop, ive
stop, unless some other guarantee is
pravided. Aid us, fricnds, and the
weekly shaîl returni improvcd. Our
emoluments are zzti/-wc shah) spend
every cent upati the paper.

CHRISTMAS.

Onice again the revolvinig sc-asons
bring us ta, the tim, celebrated as tic
birth-timc of tlie Christ ai God inte

the wvorid. \Ve ray flot bc sure that
it %lias just at the time ivc fix that
thik %vonderftil avent took place, but
tht l s ofai ttle consequence, it is the
recalling in this universal manncr the
great fact of the incarnation that is
the important thing. It may be, is
said, that ive have Jargely lost sight
of the spiritual in the social idea, that
Christnias Day lias beccmc a holiday
and lias ceascd ta bc a holy-day- -
that it is a scason given up to feast-
ing and social enjayrnenit, and not to
devout- thankftslness for the great
gift af Gc'i. There is some trtht inthis, na doubt,
hope that ovcr
social and family et,
hiarmlcss but comtN
thete is an uprising it
fulncss from myriads ai lnearts that
the wvorld hias heard the song of the
angels on the fields aofIBethlehem,
and that IlGlory to God in the
hiffhest, and on carth peace, good-
%vill tovard men 1" ivas the key-note
of the song they sang. We are told
that the vaves of sound once set i
motion roll on forever, and it is
bles5ed to think that the sound-
waves af that song have wcll-nigh
fillcd the ;vorld, and are raliing on
and on, until flot a hurnan bcing
uipon the worid but shaîl have
heard the gloriauis prelude to the
coming of the Prince of Peace.
From Bethlehem lias gone forth
an influent,.e that is ta re-create
the wvorld, a powver before which Uthe
kingdom of Satan shaîl fal, and tîhe
sin-ensiaved sons of man shah! risc to
the liberty of the son.s ofGod. 0,
Bethieham's Babc ! Saviour of the
world ! ive look back through the
centuries ta the tirne of thy corning,
ive sec the Star of the East, ive hear
the Angclic Chair, ive rcjoice as ive
keep this day of thine, and ive pray
that the consummated fruits of thy
coming rnay soon appear.

We are already %vishing cadi other
ail the good ivishies of the stasons,
littie'bits af card-board, wvith their
dainty devices and seasoiiabie 'vord;
are flying througli the land, and
across the sea, tclling of peace and
good %vil. Is it any profanation ta
say of these tiny messengers of the
season, "The Lord gave the word;
great wvas the company of those that
publislied it.'" Into every home
they enter, they tell the aid, old
story, ever new, and ever fresh,
first proclaimed by an angeiic choir,
nearly nineteen hundred years ago.
And arc ive to stop here ? Have
ive done ail that ive can, or need do,
to celebrate tVîis blesscd time ?
Shouid ive not, the rather, be incit-
cd to fresh carnestness and increascd
activity to tell of this salvation ?
First, to sec th;.t wve ourselves are
walking in the iight of Christ's coin-
ing, and then ta consecrate our ef-
forts to tellof the salvation wve have
found.

Butj"peace and good-wvill," are ive
rcalizing here the power of Christ's
Gospel,? Are weat î>acc? We do
not ask just noiv %with God, but ivith
cadi other ? Is there peace in aur
families, peace ini aur social circle,
peace in our church relations ? It is
a sad thing ta sec hiatred and division
in families, whven children of the
same earthly parents are at enmity ;
but as it flot far more so, to see pro-
fessed children of the Hcavenly
Father at strife and variance, and yct
ive fear that many af our churckes
do show this. We licard, flot long
ago, of what wc would fain hope was


