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—Tiie brewery of Mr. Bass at Burton,
England, requires the produst of 70,000
acres of land to furnish barley enough to
run the works for one year.  How much
bread for the poor this grain would
make !

—Two singular bequests have been
made recently m the Qld World.  Mr.
Isidor Kraft of Berhn has left 500,000
marks as the foundauon of a fund for
poor needle-women without regard to
sect.  Miss lasetta Resst of London has
left funds to be used perpetually m
sprinkbng Tower Street Hill with sand
to keep horses from shppng.

—-A letter i the Adsionary FHerald
says: “There is evidence in China of
the greatly increasing production and
use of opium.” The writer says: “]
think there is four or five times as much
as I have ever seen before.  Itis so ex-
tensively used by the official cass, and
even in the palace itself, that any govern-
ment decree against its growth or use
falls almost powerluss to the ground.”

—What is to be the effect of the dis-
turbances in Ireland upon the hold of
the Romish Church upon the Iish peo-
ple? The fact 15 significant that the
Pope has taken decided ground against
the course of the Irish Land League and
has iseed an of i) jatter Lidding ail
Lish Catholics obey the laws and abstain
from excesses, and the Romish priests in
Ireland are said to be urging the same
thing very generally.  In view of the ex-
citabtlity of the Irish, and of the im-
mense popular  enthusiasm which  the
T.and league has awakened, it is a pro-
blem whether the priests and their church
willlose influence by opposing the popular
current of opinion and conduct. or gain
it by the good sense of their position.

—-TheAdlliance Newes publishes the terms
of a memorial forwarded to Mr. Glad-
stone by the Ewecutive Conmmitiee of
the United Kingdom Alliance evpressing
the trust of the memorialists that “noth-
ing will be allowed to delay the introduc-
tion and cnactment of a measure  sccur-
ing such protection from the eviis of the
liquor traffic as a direct popular veto
would afford.” A similar document
was forwarded to the Home Sccretary.
Mr. Gladstone's reply, sent 31st Decem-
ber, promises to bring the memorial
‘‘under the attention of his colleagues.”
The apparent result is the decision of the
Government to postpone the licensing
question until Insh affains are smoother.
Sir Wilfrid Lawson announces his inten-
tion of proposing a resolution urging the
immediate introduction of a Ministerial
Bill giving cffect to the now famous Lucal
Option resolution.

—The Christians  resident in  the
Urumiyah district of North-western
Persia are in imminent danger of mas-
sacre at the hands of the Persian Mo-
hammedans. Owing to the good offices
of the English Consul and the American
missionaries, the Kurdish Chief who in-
vaded that district of Persia undertook
to spare the lives of the Christians.
This promise was for the most part ob-
served, although wwenty-five Nestorian
villages were plundered and burnt.  “The
Persians, who suffercd unspeakable out-
rages at the hands of the Kurds, having
repulsed the invaders, ace now bent

sionarics who befriend them.

wrested from them by crushing taves and :
military  violence, and thair lives will|
probably be sacrificed unless British in

position of the Shah for their protection. |
New York has refused to patrunize a

ian Board. The company had been
wupshipptng in a heathen temple, but
being turned vut of that they raised $700

fluence can avail to produce an inter 'in four days, and built a house of their | tendencic

own. .\ cultured  Japanese, far from
being a Chrstian himself, sceing this,

|nati\. Christians, whose immunity they | heid during the day and the evening, Feal juncture.  We have withdrewn rromn
| set dovn_ag she reward of freachery, ang-Lsomcetimes, withspr¥ e rdance of 1,200, | Afghuaista ., i the Cueptiun of Lan
Fupon (he "English and” Amigficin inis- | Another straw 15 scen in the recent organ | dahar, which is to b evacuated, but will

What was | iatun of a church of forty manbers at [ LOSL U, SRy Lord Northbrook, a nul-
spared by the imaders is now  being | Immabarni under direction of the Amer fllon and a half per annum <o long as ot

boretanad. Our buppet, the Ameer of
Cabul, is recognised over only a himated
district.  He s developing the arbitrary
> of Afghan rulers, and any day
we may haar of Ins downtall \narchy
prevails over a great yat of the country,

Passion-play ; how would the people Ufl remarked : ; I'his 15 Christ. ) “.l.lb.;.\l the ! and it is quite ]:Qs;ll)k xh..;g .\)ul‘l-h Khan
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London,asks the Zewntarn,like the intro- | poser that is w) save our nation ™ “Fhere - may n..q;pmrl with .lr "\“I 1;ar) force 1o

duction of that kind of thing? * The are now 117 Protestant missionaries in{ contest the claims of Abdur Rahmun.

tutled ¢ Bethlcham™  representng the
nativity and « Idhood of Christ on
Sunday week at the schools belonging to
St. Michacl’s, Finshury, under the super-
intendence of the vicar, and-—says the
Morning LPost  in tire presence of a num-
ber of the members of the Church and
Stage Guild.  The scenes are said to
have been *“prettily mounted, the pro-
perties having quite & realistic  effect.”
The performance lasted three hours and
mdcluded “The Adoration of the Three
Kinys” (frankincense being represented
by burning incense ina censer), *The
Presentation in the Temple” (each mem-
ber of the chorus holding a lighted taper),
“The Flight into Egypt,” and “Christ
among the Doctors inthe Temple.” It
is the fashion to revive old fashions.
Does thay apr;_‘:;‘“- 1 superstitions ?
Riturhemyfic 1 & o0 cmpt L vevive)
Romamsuk Wil 1<, »'s0 revive the
impious miraclsplar oz o medieval
age ?

Sisters of the Poor” enacted the play, en- |

. o
- The latest miracle hoan has taken”’
place in Russia. Some peasants wer
drawing water from a well m Gadiateh,

Japan, twenty nine of this number heing
under the American Board. The Method
ists have the net largest number, four-
teen.  Itis believed that there are now
not less than 3.500 professed Christians
in that empire.

- We are no doubt experiencing an un-
usually severe winter,and 1t is feared that
a great deal of suffering will result, es-
| peciaily in cities and large towns where
| there is to be found, gencrally, a number
{ ot the very poor; but we have not had,
| comparatively, such a trying time as ap-
pears to have been felt in England and
on the continent of Europe. There have
been storms and snow in a manner al-
most unprecedented. A couple of weeks
ago a tremendous storm visited England
and France and even the shores of the
Mediterrancan.  In England the snow is
said ta have accumnlated in < pme
places to the depth of twenty feet,
and to be four feet (onc statement
says five teet) deep in the london
streets. Nearly all railway and  other
trathe was suspendad for days, thiough-
out the kingdom; trains were not only
biocked but buried ; and the rivers over-

i
|

VAL this is the outcomie of the pulicy of
adventure devised By Lord Boaonstield
and carried out by Lord Lytton, his pre
lege. —honconfarmist.

Ifwe may believe Professor May Mul-
ler, the touch of nature that mahes the
whole world kinis to be found in the
science of language.  Zeus, bk, Thor,
Brahma, jehovah, are to be accepted as
but differentiated articulations of the one
supremethoughtcommaon toall humanity,
the Omaipotent.  Revelation, hie teaches,
invented no new names but £ave new
meanings to old ones; and thus dews,
from the sanscrit 47z, the sky- - -the beauti-
ful, the measureless, the unreachable—
became, in course of time, the word to
express the revealed God of Christianity.
All this, of course, may or may not be
true: the great appellate Court of “Fine
may reverse the decision even o1 an O%
ford Professor.  An interesting protest
against a recent application of this theory
is contained in a letter printed in the
Zmes of the 3oth ult., addressed to Pro-
fessor Max Muller by a nember of Chi-
nese bishops and missionaries  In Pro
fessor Legge's “ Sacred Books of China.”

when one of them discerned a picture ' dowed. the Thames rising ten feet above
on the surface of the water, which picture hagh water mark at London. and floud-
presently took to itself the shape of the ing the whole Lambeth and Southwark
Virgin. Mary. Then they were joined | district. It is estimated that i London
by two girls of the village. who, In re-"ajone ten millions  dollars’ worth o
sponse to a narrative of the wonder, de- j damage was done, while the hindrance

forming the third volume of “The Sacred
Books of the East,” now being issued by
the Clarendon Press under the general
{ editorship of Professor Max Maller, a
! term or title * Shang-ti” has been trans-

clared that, two hours before, they had |
seen the picture floating in the ar, and’
had watched 1t settle down into the well.
All miracle stories spread fast, and find-
ing his well growing * holy™ and popular, |
the owner speedily built achapel above nt.
The priesthood are somewhat partial to |
miracles, but in this case the deflec tion §
of their congregations to the chapel of .
the Holy Well became so serious that |
they applied 10 the police authorities tor |
an investigation of the supposed miracle. '
The Stanovi of Gadiatch secured the
miraculous picture and lodged 1t n the
policeoffice.  Then began a rigid in-|
quiry, and as inquiry 1s tatal 1o priestly |
miracles, 1t soon transpired that the pre-
sentment of the Virgin had been pur-
thased of a pedlar by the proprictor of §
the well, who had connived with lus

peasantry to increase the value of his es- !
tate by the institution of a shrine.  The |
offerings  of the pilgnms had already

brought him a handsome remuneration, |
which, however, may not, after all, com-

pensate him for the results of a tnal for
sacrilege which he is now awaiting.

— Several facts mentioned in recent
Japan news indicate that a reaction kas
begun to st in there against the tide of
rationalism that was felt so strongly i

that empire two ycars ago. First we have
the report of an immense open-air Christ-
ian meeting at Tokio. Next we find
that Mr. DcForest of the American
Board, on arecent trip to the notth coast,
addressed large audiences for three days

upon wreaking their vengeance upon the

in a theatre at Totton. Mectings were

jlated God. in the sense of the God of
s revelation. Theattachment of thismean-
ing to the term is thougint by the signers
of the letter in question not only to be a
Miterary mistake. bt one which witl seri-
ously add to the embarmassments of s
sionary labor i China. 1o us the term
“Shangti™ means anything or nothing,
we should not recognise it if we saw it
in Chinese: and it may stand for the ab-
stract spirit of philosophy or the Prince
of Destruction for aught we cantell. But
whatever may haveheentheideas connect-
cd withthe term in themindof Confudius,
or those which prevail in the minds of his
foliowers to-day, if the Chinese are pre-
. sented with the Christian “Gad ™ as the

to business caused immense loss, Many
vessels  were lost. Dover  pier was
damayged to the extent of ity thousand |
dollars, and the whole coast was a scene
of great sufferingand loss.  Many peopie
perished. and as communications were
re-opened, the terrible effects of the storm |
became increasingly evident.  No such
weather has been experienced within the
memory of the present  generation,  if
ever.  In Pans so much snow has fallen
as to be a sertous annovance, but there
has been nothing like the disastrous
weather in England.

At last we are getting an insight into
ost of that stapendous act of In

the «

perialist unrighteousness  the  Afghan | English equivalent of « Shang-ti,” they
War. The tota! expunditure, excluding ; will naturally be led to think the two are

that incurred for frontier railways and , one wnall but name, justas an unguarded
telegraphs, is put down by the ‘Indian |, reading of Prof. Lezge’s text by an Eng.
Government at £17.500,000, and prob- i lish reader might lead to the astounding
ably, judging by precedent, there is more | discovery that the revealed God was also
to come A great deal of this was so | known to the greai Chinese philosopher,
uncalled for and extravagant the esti ! If, therefore, * Shang-ti” rcturns to China
mates being understated last spring to | recoined, and stamped with the assay
the extent of two millions - that the Sgc- ;mrx of Oxford University as ** God,”
RETARY of STATE for INpIA has found it | how can missionaries in ‘China teach
necessary to put on record ina formal] their converts to reger1 Him whom they
despatch that there was “no justification ™ | preach as other than their familiar deity,
fl'(:)‘r ']1 {,'rc:n dc:lll1 of tlhclcxl}'l)cn(i}it_urc. Yet i “‘hOb.;I nttnlmtc.;;.arc 11"_‘;}&(‘1 by their Q\;'n
sarl Lymrox has had the effrontery to | pueriic conceptions. 1s secems to be
stand up in the House of L.ords to justify ; the motive of the protest entered by the

the Afghan War..  Probably the British

of this lavish outlay. ~What has been
gained by it? Our Eastern Empire,
which has to cope with a debt of £240,-
000,000,has been impoverished at a criti-

missionarics against the Professor. It is

tax-payer will have to paysomesixmillions | a curious criticism from a wholly unea-

pected  source, both upon Professor
Legge's book and also upon the larger
subject of the science of language as
taught by Prof. Max Muller.



