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His Excellency the Earl of Aber-
dcon performed for tho first time, the
official act of opening the Dominion
House of Parliament on I'hursday last
As the Chamber was more then usual.
ly brillisnt with the distinguished
aggembly of ministers, members and
invited guests who went to hear, to
seco and be seen. Lord Aberdeen de
livered the following specch from the

throne :

* Honorablo gentlemen of the Senats,
ggnﬂemon of the House of Commons :—In
the Queen's name I greet you for the firat
timo aiuco assuming the high fusotion in-
trusted to me by her Majesty, and it is with
feelings of tho livelicst matisfaction that I
thas meet you assombled for tho labors of
another segeion of Parliament,

¢ This feeling of satisfaction is enhanced
by the opportunties which I have already
enjoyed of visiting and in my offlcial cap
acity renewing acquaintance with soveral
of tho chief centros of the ontorprise and
activity of this Dominlon ; nor nced I re.
frain from assuriog you that I bave been
deoply impressed by the beartinees of the
recoption accorded to mo as her Majesty's
Viceroy and reproscntative, a reception
which has once more manifested the loyalty,
the cordiality and tho public spirit of tho
Canadian people,

My predcocssor was able to express
gratification to you last ycar on an increae
in trade and on tho continued progress of
the Dominlon. Itis gnti{y!nﬁ to me to ob.
serve that the expectation which was then
forthed, that the volame of trade during the
then current year would exceed that of auy

ear in the history of tho Dominion, has
n fully realized and that Canada’s pro-
greése contiauds with every mark of ll&bﬁily
and permanence. It may bs observed with
satisfaction that a large proportion of this
increass’is shown to have besn due to an
extension Jof our commsrce with Great
Britein.
It in s cause of thankfalness™that our
plo bavo been mpared in a very great
egroo from the sufferings which have visit.
ed the populations of soms other countriey
during many months past, and that while
the commerical dopression prevailing abroad
could not but affect the activity of business
in the Dominicn, we have boen “reofrom any
extensive financlal dimater or widespread
distress.

#The revenues of tho year have been
amplo forthe eservices which yon provided
for, and have met the expestations on which
the appropriations of last year were based,

“Tho peacefal concluston, by the award
ol the atbitrators at Paris, of the controversy
which had prevailed 30 long with respect to
the eeal fisherica in the Pacific Oceanand tho
righte of Britizsh subjocts in the Behring Sea
hasremoved the anly aource of contention
which exiated between Groat Britainand the
Uhnited States with regard toCanads. There
isevery reason to beliove that her Majesty's
Qovernment will obtain redresa for those
Canadian subjects of her Majesty who were
deprived of tholr rmperty and liberty with.
out just caueo while tho controversy was in

progress,

At an early date 3 measure will be lald
before you having for its object a revision
of tha dutios of customs, with a view to mect
the changea which time has effected in basi.
nen oporatious of all kiods througbount the
Dominion. ¥While my ministers do not pro-
pose to change the principles on which thoe
oXisting enactmenta on this subject are based
the amendmoents which will be offared for
your consideration aro deaignad to simplify
the operation of the tariff and to lowen, as
far as can be dons consistently with those
principles and with the requirements of the
troasary, the imposts which aronow in force.

“There will also be laid before yon a
measure on the subject of bankruptoy and
insclvency, which will, it is hoped, make
more adequato provision than now exists on
that subjeot for the incressing trade and

oommeroos of the country, and for the greatly
expandod trade between the P
vinoes of Canada, e e

' Measuros will also bo submitted to you
making moro effective provhions for our
lines of stesm communication on the At-
lantic and Pacific Qoeaza,

** For improviog tho law with rogard to
Dominlon lands and with rogard to tho
managemont of Indian affairs.

¢ Alswo a bill reapecting jolat stock com
panics.

¢ Apother with respest to the flaheries,
and soveral loss §mportant measurca which
oxperlenco has uuggentcd with regerd to
various matters under your cootrol,

* Gontlomen of tho House of Cominons .—
Tho public acocunta will bo submitted to you
at an early date, and alto the estimates to
the expenditure which has bean conmdored
necessary for the onsuring year.

‘* Hon, gentlomen of the Scnate ; gentlo.
men of the Houeo of Commons .—While it
is hoped that the public measures which will
demand your atteotlon will not be very
numerous, somo of them will bo of great
weight and importance, and itis my earnest

ope and prayer that tho care and zcal
which you will a&sly to tho deliberation of
the session may Lo aided by the abundant
blessing of the Almighty.”

The Budget occupied the Looal
Legislature oll week. A long snd
elcquont debate took place when Mr,
A. F. Wood moved an amendment
concerning the appointment and pay-
ment by fees of Registrars.

English politics are settling down.
The remarks of Lord Rosebory that
England as the dominant member of
the three kingdoms would have to be
convinced of its justice at first caused
consternation amongst the Irish mem.
bers, wonder amongst the I.iberals
aud unaffected delight amongst the
Conservatives and their allies.

The Irish party under Justin Me-
Carthy closed their three days® session
on the 14th inst. The principal ob-
ject of the conference was to choose a
new edvisory committee of eight to act
with the chaitman, Justin McCarthy,
The new committes consists of : Justin
MoQarthy (chairman), Edward Blake,
Michael Davitt, John Dillon, Timothy
Healy, William 0O'Brien, T. P. 0'Con-
nor, Thomas Seaton and T. D. Sul-
livan. A great deal of bad feeling has
beun engendcred and several members
of the Healey faction lefy for Ireland.
They regard the whole business as an
attumpt to diminish their influence in
party councils, but believing that the
Irish electors are with them, several
of them talk about testing the ques-
tion by resigning their seats and seek-
ing re-clection. \When will thoy heal

' or bury their differences ?

Another bomb was thrown in Paris.
Just as Vespers were about to beginin
the Church of the Madeline on Friday
afternoon, & man passed threugh the
main entrance. He was about to go
through the swinging doors when the
door was suddenly opened from within.
It struck him viclently on the arm.
This blow caused him to jerk his hand
from his packet, and with it came the
bomb which fell to tho floor. The
bomb imwmediately exploded, liiling
the man iostantly and mutilating him
in a fearful manner.

As a result of the Holy Father's
action towards the Republic of France,
the French Government is adopling
& now spirit towardsthe Church. The

St. Denis Municipal Council in Paris,

aggressivoly scoularist, issucd lately
an order prohibiting tho use of reli-
gious emblems in general processions.
A Rayalist Deputy brouglit the matter
Leforo the Chamber, asking whether
the Government approved of such
petty perscoutions. M. Spuller the
Minister of Worship roplied that the
Mayor was wrong, and the Govern-
ment had quashed this part of tho
decreo.

¢ The Government thus signified,”
be added, ¢ that in theso roligious
quarrels o paramount principle must
sway us—-the principle of tolerance—
tolerance enlightened and bumane,
which is inspired not only by liberal-
ism of ideas but by warmth of heart.”

*You may count,” was his answer
to ories of *Traitor’ from the Left,”
on the firmness with which we shall
continue the policy of the independ-
ence of tho civil power in its own
domain, as regards the Churoh, and
also on what I call a new epirit, the
spirit which tends, in a society so pro-
foundly troubled as ours, to bring
back all Frenchmun to ideas of good
sense, justico and charity.”

—— -

When asked to define the * new
spirit,” Mr. Spuller claimed that what
was possible in 1877 was now no
fonger so, and might evenn be danger-
ous. * Instead of carrying on a
paltry, voxatious, worrying war, we
want a spirit of tolerance, of renova-
tion, quite different from that which
animated the policy previously pur-
sued.

The Count de Muns who also took
part in the incident, felt a great de-
light in the Government's change of
policy. To him it was in a large
measure due. It is also due in some
degree—and he confessed it with
shame as a patriot—to a very different
man, the wreich who threw the bomb
in the Chamber. If they weze con.
fronted by Anarchists it might be
worth their while to make friends even
with Catholics.

When Gladstono first heard of the
conversion 10 Rome of his two great
friends Manning and Hope-Scot, Lo
said : ** I felt as if I had lost both my
oyes.” How strange! It looks as if
the words would come home to him
after nearly fifty years.

Tha sclf-appointed censor of the
English speaking world, Mr. Stead,
has written a book entitled «¢ If Christ
came to Chicago,™ wherein he gives
his experiences in this great city of
the West. Upon the No-Popery Fan-
atics he writes: *The second devil
which to-day needs exorcism is ore I
did not expect to find in & civilized
and progressive country. Of all folk-
loro tales, tho most horrible is that of

the Vampivo of the Lovane. Tho
A, P. A,, that sirango asszoviation for
the protestion of the American ciu-
zong, reminds tue of tho restless vam-
piru of svuth-castuin Eumpu. No.
Popery fanaticisin died fifty years ago
in England. Wo imagimed st dead
and buried. Here in Western America
we fiud the satne oid domvn, with us
familiar hoofs and horas and tail,
scaring the old wumnen of buth suses
with the bogey of intending mussacre
and of the dominations of sixty mil-
lions by six. Ridicule ought to be
the best means for exorcising this
belated survival of antiquated bigotry.”

It 18 a pleasuro to see, that thero
are a fow of the newspapers opposed
to the A.P.A. organization in the
Stetes. The Boston Llepublic speaking
of the Haverhill Gusette says, ** it has
taken, from the very outset, a manly,
bold American attitude against the A.
P.A. It has warned the Republicans
of Havorlnll and the adjaceut towns
to keep out of the movement. It
espoused the cause of a public official
who had incurred the displeasure of
these bigots by reason of his liberality
toward Catholics. Ior its advocacy
of toleration and fair play to all class.
es of citizens our coatemporary is to
be punished. The members of the
organization have declared war against
the Gazette”

On Saturday, the 3rd of March was
the auniversary of the coronation of
the Holy Fatber, Mass was sung
Coram Pontifice in the Sixtine chapel.
Before the ceremony the Holy Father
gave an audience to the officers of the
Noble Swiss and Palatine Guards,
who offered him their homage, fidelity
and gnod wishes Tn the Hall of the
Thrope the Holy Father received
members of the Noble Guard who bad
come for the same purpose. Crowds
waited to see the Sovereign Pontiff as
he was carried to the Sixtine chapel.
The Holy Father assisted at the Mass
from the throne.

The Notre Dame University hag
bestowed the Lzetare medal on the
eminent theatrical manager of New
York, Mr. Augustin Daly. ¢ There
is no doabt," aays the Boston Republic,
s that the faculty of Notre Damo, in
singling him out as the layman who
had done the greatest service to
Catholicity during the past year made
an exceedingly wise choico. Yet had
anyone predicted balf a century ago
that in the year 1594 a person con-
neoted with the stage would have
been named as the most prominent
Cathiolic of the country, he would
have been laughed at. The compla-

cancy, or rather tho acclamation, with
which the news of Mr. Daly's honor
was received is a striking proof o” the
change of feoling that haa taken placo
toward the theatre during the past
foew years.”



